
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

  
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on October 19, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken as 
recorded in Minute Book, “V”.  
  
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present:  Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle. Terry Hodges was absent.
 
Also present:  Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Attorney Stacey Farmer, 
County Mayor Barry Austin, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several 
Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Bradi Roberts led us in prayer. 

Pledge 
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from Committee A Meeting on Monday, October 5, 2026.
Commissioner Michael Chandler made a motion, seconded by Jeff Blair to approve the minutes 
from Committee A Meeting on Monday, October 5, 2026. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, and Bradi Roberts voted yes. Commissioner Rip VanWinkle abstained. 8-yes 
votes. 1-abstained. Motion passed.

After the vote, Commissioner Jeff Blair noted a correction needed to be made to the previous 
Committee  A  minutes  regarding  “the  motion  to  temporarily  rescind  Resolution  501” 
Commissioner Rip VanWinkle stated, “I feel like the minutes need to be corrected before they are 
approved or approved with the correction being stated.” Mr. Blair noted that the committee lacks 
the independent authority to vote to rescind a resolution. After much discussion on this matter,  
Michael Chandler made a motion, seconded by Jeff Blair, to rescind his motion to approve those 
minutes.

Action by the full commission
Jeff Blair made a motion, seconded by Rip VanWinkle, to temporarily rescind Resolution 501.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.

Approval to adopt the Jackson Law
Mayor Barry Austin discussed in the Committee A Meeting the Jackson Law and how it could help 
Van Buren County in the regulation of landfills if any ever decided to locate inside the county. It  
would help provide oversight and stability for companies wishing to locate and place a landfill 
within our county. Commissioner Jeff Blair made a motion, seconded by Gage Farmer to adopt 
the Jackson Law. 



Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. 
Motion carried.

Committee A Minutes as following:

MINUTES OF COMMITTEE A OF THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Committee A met in a Regular Meeting on October 5, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. at the Van Buren County 
Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following actions were taken as recorded in these 
minutes to forward to the full County Commission.

Call to Order
Commissioner Terry Hickey called the meeting to order.

Roll Call
Members present: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Gage Farmer, Terry Hickey, and Joey Grissom.
Also present: County Mayor Barry Austin, Commissioners Michael Chandler, Rip VanWinkle. 

Elect Chairman
Commissioner Hickey opened the floor for nomination of Committee A Chairman.
Commissioner Gage Farmer Nominated Commissioner Joey Grissom to serve as chairman, with a 
second from Commissioner Mike Chandler. Roll Call vote held with all committee members voting 
yes except Joey Grissom, motion carried. Commissioner Joey Grissom elected as Chairman.

Elect Vice Chairman
Chairman Joey Grissom opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman. Commissioner Terry 
Hickey nominated Commissioner Jeff Blair to serve as Vice Chairman seconded by Commissioner 
Mike Chandler. Roll call vote all committee members voting yes except Jeff Blair, motion carries. 
Commissioner Jeff Blair elected as Vice Chairman.

Discussion of Resolution 501
Discussion was held about Resolution 501 which endorsed the use of visual surveillance devices  
to enhance law enforcement in Van Buren County. Sheriff Michael Brock briefly discussed the 
benefit to the use of these devices but stated that at this time his office would not be pursuing the 
use after the input of the local citizens and unforeseen legislature decisions at the state and 
federal  levels.  A  motion  was  made  by  Commissioner  Terry  Hickey  to  temporarily  rescind 
Resolution 501 and it was seconded by Commissioner Gage Farmer.

Roll call vote was held with all committee members voting yes except Michael Chandler who 
abstained. Motion carries. In order for this resolution to be used it will need to be presented and 
voted upon to be reinstated.

Discussion of the Jackson Law
Mayor Barry Austin discussed the Jackson Law and how it could help Van Buren County in the 
regulation of landfills if  any ever decided to locate inside the county. It would help provide 
oversight and stability for companies wishing to locate and place a landfill within our county.

Commissioner Jeff Blair made the motion to recommend that the Jackson Law be sent to the full 
commission for adoption, seconded by Commissioner Mike Chandler.

Roll call vote held with all committee members voting yes, motion carries.



Old Business
No old business

New Business
Sheriff Michael Brock brought a policy revision of the personnel policy regarding overtime pay 
rate pertaining to approved grant funded traffic enforcement and special events. This is funded 
thru grant money from the Tennessee Highway Safety Office.

Sheriff Brock also held a discussion about the funds the prior commission appropriated for 
Resolution  501  in  the  amount  of  $10,000.  He  asked  if  we  could  consider  appropriating 
approximately $31,000 additional for a total of $41,000 to be able to hire another deputy. He was 
advised that the committees would have to see what kind of money we had in the budget and it 
would be visited at a later date.

Comments from the general public:
Citizen Matt Ward thanked the committee for their recommendation on Resolution 501.

Adjourn:
Commissioner  Gage Farmer  made the motion to  adjourn seconded by Commissioner  Terry 
Hickey.

Approval of Committee A minutes by the full commission.
Commission Chairman Terry Hickey brought to the floor a motion to approve the Committee A 
minutes as amended. The motion was moved by Commissioner Rip VanWinkle and seconded by 
Commissioner Jeff Blair.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. 
Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from Committee C Meeting on Monday, October 5, 2026.
MINUTES OF COMMITTEE C OF THE COUNTY COMMISSION OF 

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

Committee C met in a Regular Meeting on October 5, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County 
Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following actions were taken as recorded in these 
minutes to forward to the full County Commission.

Call to Order
Commissioner Terry Hickey called the meeting to order.

Roll Call
Members present: Jeff Blair, Rip VanWinkle, Gage Farmer, Terry Hickey, and Joey Grissom.
Members absent: Jordan Delong

Also present:  County Mayor Barry Austin, Commissioners Michael Chandler and Seth Pettit, 
County Financial Officer Heather Woodlee, Director of Schools Katina Simmons, and Highway 
Department Supervisor Randy Oakes.

Elect Chairman
Commissioner Hickey opened the floor for nomination of Committee A Chairman.
Commissioner  Jeff  Blair  nominated  Commissioner  Gage  Farmer  to  serve  as  chairman. 
Commissioner  Joey Grissom nominated Commissioner Rip VanWinkle to serve as  chairman. 



Commissioner VanWinkle asked to withdraw his name for consideration and that all nominations 
cease with Commissioner Gage Farmer being elected by acclimation. Seconded by Commissioner 
Terry Hickey.

Roll call vote held with all committee members voting yes except Gage Farmer who abstained,  
motion carried. Commissioner Gage Farmer elected as chairman,

Elect Vice Chairman
Chairman Gage Farmer opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman.
Commissioner Rip VanWinkle nominated Commissioner Jeff Blair to be elected as Vice Chairman 
and that all nominations cease and he be elected by acclimation, seconded by Commissioner 
Mike Chandler. 

Roll call vote held all committee members voting yes except Jeff Blair who abstained, motion 
carries. Commissioner Jeff Blair elected as Vice Chairman.

81 Law Briefing
Mr. Steve Reeder from the Tennessee Comptroller’s office provided Committee C a general 
briefing of 81 Law government. He covered the benefits that it can bring by using a centralized 
accounting unit. The State has statutes under TCA-521-101 through TCA-521-130 that outlines 81 
government.  He  discussed  that  it  would  bring  another  department  that  would  oversee  a 
centralized budget and purchasing for the county mayor’s office, the school system, and the 
county highway department. He went over several pros and cons with ultimately stating that it is 
up to the county commission but that the Comptroller’s office would recommend it due to it is a 
more streamlined process in managing county funds.

Old Business
No old business

New Business
Sheriff Michael Brock brought a budget amendment to move $48,264.01 from the general fund to 
54110-790 other equipment for the SRO. Commissioner Terry Hickey made the motion that we 
accept and present it to the full commission for vote, seconded by Commissioner Jeff Blair. All  
committee members voted yes, motion carried and will be presented to the full commission.

Sheriff Michael Brock brought a budget amendment to move $7,000.00 from 49800 to 54110-316 
contributions  that  covers  Christmas  bonuses  for  the  sheriff’s  department  employees  at 
Christmas. This money comes from an incentive for the using the services of phone service 
provider for inmates. Commissioner Rip VanWinkle made the motion that we accept and present 
it  to  the  full  commission  for  vote  seconded by  Commissioner  Joey  Grissom,  all  committee 
members voted yes, Motion carried and will be presented to the full commission.

Mayor Austin brought up that lodging tax on short term rentals in Van Buren County is currently 
set at 7% but that the state allows you to charge 8%. He discussed that if we can charge the extra 
1% we could appropriate that 1% to be used on tourism development in Van Buren County.  
Commissioner VanWinkle did mention that if we decide to follow through that the private act be 
revisited to dedicate that 1% to be used for tourism development.

Mayor Austin also discussed the option of the commission implementing a permit fee for all new 
residential and commercial construction in Van Buren County and how this could help bring in 
additional revenue for the county and not put any additional burden on the current consult with 
County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch  and  Mr.  Tommy  Lee  with  the  Upper  Cumberland 
Development District for guidance.



Comments from the general public:
None

Adjourn: 
Commissioner  Joey Grissom made the motion to adjourn seconded by Commissioner  Terry 
Hickey.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee C Chairman Gage Farmer brought forward action that needs to be taken by the Full  
Commission from the Committee C Meeting on October 5, 2026. 

Budget Amendment, SRO’s in the amount of $48,264.01, Fund 101
Sheriff Michael Brock presented a budget amendment to Committee C for approval, requesting to 
transfer $48,264.01 from the general fund to line item 54110-790 (Other Equipment) for the 
School Resource Officers (SRO). Commissioner Gage Farmer made a motion, seconded by Jeff 
Blair to approve as read.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey,  Seth  Pettit,  Bradi  Roberts,  and  Rip  VanWinkle  voted  yes.  Motion  carried.  Budget 
amendment as following:





Budget amendment, Sheriff Department in the amount of $7,000.00, Fund 101
Sheriff Michael Brock brought a budget amendment before Committee C requesting to move 
$7,000.00 from 49800 to 54110-316 contributions that covers Christmas bonuses for the sheriff’s 
department employees at Christmas. This money comes from an incentive for using the services 
of phone service provider for inmates. Commissioner Gage Farmer made a motion, seconded by 
Rip VanWinkle to approve as read.



Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey,  Seth  Pettit,  Bradi  Roberts,  and  Rip  VanWinkle  voted  yes.  Motion  carried.  Budget 
amendment as following:

Approval of Committee C Meeting
The correction to the Committee C Minutes was noted by Chairman Gage Farmer, clarifying that 
Commissioner Terry Hickey seconded the vote for Vice Chairman, rather than Commissioner 
Mike Chandler.



Commissioner Gage Farmer made a motion, seconded by Jeff Blair to approve Committee C 
minutes with the correction mentioned.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from Committee B Meeting on Tuesday, October 13, 2026.
October 13, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: Mayor Barry Austin called the meeting to order.

Roll Call: Present – Bradi Roberts, Terry Hodges, Rip VanWinkle, Seth Pettit. 
Absent: Jordan Delong

Elect Chairman: Terry Hodges nominated Bradi Roberts. All in favor. New Chairman of Committee 
B is Bradi Roberts.

Elect Vice Chairman: Bradi Roberts nominated Seth Pettit. All in favor. New Vice Chairman of 
Committee B is Seth Pettit.

Discuss the need for A/C Unit at the Ag. Building: Came to a decision to call companies for further 
Investigation/Inspection to see what is needed to be repaired or replaced. Going to discuss 
findings at the next Committee B meeting.

Discuss 911 Interlocal Agreement: Came to an agreement to discuss this further after the 911 
board meeting November 16th.

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Comments from the General Public: None

Adjourn: Motion made by Rip VanWinkle to adjourn, seconded by Terry Hodges. All approved by 
voice vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee B Chairman Bradi Roberts presented the minutes from the October 13, 2026, meeting 
for review, which included a discussion regarding the need for a new air conditioning unit at the 
Agriculture Building. The County Mayor noted that two quotes had been received. Following 
discussion, the matter was referred back to Committee B to make a final selection and bring a 
recommendation back to the Full Commission for a vote.

Approval of the minutes from the Committee B meeting on October 13, 2026
Commissioner Bradi Roberts made a motion to approve the Committee B minutes. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Rip VanWinkle.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.

Appoint Van Buren County Beer Board.
Mayor Barry Austin brought forward recommendations for approval for the Van Buren County 
Beer Board. Recommendations and terms as following:



Gage Farmer terms 9/2028
Terry Hodges 9/2028
Rip VanWinkle 9/2028
David Chandler 9/2027
Terry Blue 9/2027 
Commissioner Joey Grissom made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Jeff Blair, to approve as 
presented.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Seth Pettit, 
and Bradi Roberts voted yes. Commissioners Rip VanWinkle and Gage Farmer abstained. 7-yes 
votes. 2-abstained. No changes to any yes vote. Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove: Resolution from the District Attorney’s Office.
District Attorney Matt Colvard was present at the meeting to request approval for a resolution 
authorizing a $12.50 charge by the clerk of every court in Van Buren County having jurisdiction 
over State misdemeanors and felonies, for the purposes authorized and set out in T.C.A. § 40-3-
106. After discussion on this matter, Michael Chandler made a motion, seconded by Seth Pettit 
to approve to pass.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried. Resolution as 
following:





Appointment of 2 new members to the 911 Board



County  Mayor  Barry  Austin  presented recommendations  to  replace  David  Cook and fill  an 
absentee vacancy with Commissioners Jeff Blair and Rip Van Winkle, prompting questions from 
Commissioners Michael Chandler and Joey Grissom regarding citizen seats and the necessity of 
changing existing members. Mayor Austin cited state statutory guidelines regarding  four-year 
terms and recommendations against public safety officials serving due to conflicts of interest, 
concluding the discussion by committing to review the  Interlocal Agreement that Van Buren 
County has with the City of Spencer and to revisit this next month.

Approve/Disapprove: Vendor list for the Van Buren County Board of Education.
Director of Schools Katina Simmons was present at the meeting requesting approval for the 
vendor list for the Board of Education. Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Jeff Blair, to 
approve the vendor list.



Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried. Vendor List as 
following: 







Approve/Disapprove: Notary Public for Cynthia Whetsel, Amelia Mooneyham and Philip Stewart.
Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Gage Farmer,  to approve all  three notaries as 
presented. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.

Old Business
Approval of Minutes from the August 17, 2026 Meeting
Commissioner Rip VanWinkle made a motion, seconded by Jeff Blair, to approve the minutes as 
sent.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.

New Business
Appointments to the Van Buren County Library Board, 3 year terms
County Mayor Barry Austin requested approval to appoint Susanna Zick and Abby Bouldin to the 
Library Board for terms running from November 2026 until November 2029. Commissioner Rip 
Van Winkle moved to approve, the motion was seconded by Commissioner Joey Grissom. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.

Reappointment of the EMA Director and Deputy Director
Commissioner  Joey  Grissom  requested  the  reappointment  of  the  Emergency  Management 
Agency (EMA) Director and Deputy Director to ensure the county maintains official emergency 
support during incidents. Following this, County Mayor Barry Austin brought to the floor approval 
to  reappoint  Joey  Grissom  and  William  Maxwell  as  the  EMA  Directors.  Commissioner  Rip 
VanWinkle moved to approve. Seconded by Commissioner Jeff Blair.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Terry Hickey, Seth Pettit, 
Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Joey Grissom abstained. 7-yes votes. 1-abstained. 
Motion carried.

Comments from the General Public
None

Adjournment
Commissioner Rip Van Winkle moved to adjourn the meeting, and the motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Gage Farmer. The motion carried by a unanimous voice vote, and the meeting 
adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

 _____________________________________ __________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby
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