
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on September 21, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken 
as recorded in Minute Book, “V”.  
  
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present:  Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle.
 
Also present:  County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor Barry Austin, County Clerk Lisa  
Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Mayor Barry Austin led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from the Special Called Meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 
@ 6:00 p.m. 
A  section of  the Minutes  from the Special  Called  Meeting on  September  8,  2026 were  as  
following: 
Commission Chairman Terry Hickey open the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman.
Commissioner Michael Chandler nominated Terry Hodges to be Vice Chairman.
Commissioner Gage Farmer nominated Rip VanWinkle to be Vice Chairman.
“A motion to Nominate” vs. “Submitting a Nomination”
Commissioner Terry Hodges argued that a formal motion was being made, which by standard 
meeting rules usually requires a “second.” Facebook live video showed members actively saying 
the word “motion”, he felt the minutes were inaccurate for not showing a second.

County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch  clarified  that  regardless  of  the  exact  wording  used  by 
Commissioners on video nominations do not require a second. The Commissioners were simply 
exercising the right to nominate candidates, and therefore, no second was required to make 
those nominations valid.

After much discussion on this matter, Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Jeff Blair, to 
approve the minutes from the meeting on September 8th as printed. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Seth Pettit, 
Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Commissioners Michael Chandler and Terry Hodges 
voted no. 8-yes votes. 2-no votes. No changes to any yes votes. Motion carried. 

Approve/Disapprove: Notary Public for Kim Grissom
Rip VanWinkle moved to approve the Notary Public application for Kim Grissom, seconded by 
Joey Grissom. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.



Approve/Disapprove:  Nomination  of  Michael  Chandler,  Jeff  Blair  and  Gage  Farmer  for  the 
Planning Commission Board. 
Joey Grissom made a motion, seconded by Rip VanWinkle, to approve the nomination of Michael 
Chandler, Jeff Blair, and Gage Farmer for the Planning Commission Board.

Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, 
Bradi Roberts,  and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Jeff Blair,  Michael Chandler, and Gage Farmer 
abstained. 7-yes votes. 3-abstained. Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove: Nomination of Seth Pettit for the Ag. Board
Jeff Blair made a motion, seconded by Rip VanWinkle, to approve the nomination of Seth Pettit to 
the Ag Board.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Seth Pettit abstained. 9-yes 
votes. 1-abstained. Motion carried. 

Approve/Disapprove: Change Agenda deadline for Full Commission Meeting from 10 days to 5 
days.
The  County  Mayor’s  office  submitted  a  request  to  amend  the  agenda  deadline  for  Full 
Commission Meetings, proposing a reduction from the current 10-day rule to a 5-day rule. The 
purpose for this change is to reduce the volume of last minute “new business” dropped onto 
commissioners without ample preparation. The County Commission retains the local authority to 
alter its self-imposed rules by a majority vote, and the 5-day window satisfies the legal threshold 
for adequate public notice. 

After much discussion on this matter, Rip VanWinkle moved to approve the change of the agenda 
deadline for the Full Commission Meetings from 10-days to 5-days. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Jeff Blair.

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Seth Pettit, 
Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Michael Chandler and Terry Hodges voted no. 8-yes 
votes. 2-no votes. Motion carried. 

Old Business
Approval of Minutes from the August 17, 2026 Meeting. 
Commissioner Rip VanWinkle made a motion, seconded by Jeff Blair, to approve the minutes 
from the August 17th meeting as emailed. “Commissioner Joey Grissom requested to delay the 
vote until  the next  Commission meeting to review the minutes,  noting a misunderstanding 
regarding the email delivery address.” 

Commissioner Rip VanWinkle moved to amend his motion and to table it until the next scheduled 
meeting. Commissioner Gage Farmer seconded.

After discussion on this matter, Rip VanWinkle withdrew his motion and ask that the approval of 
the August 17th minutes to be added to the next agenda. Seconded by Commissioner Jeff Blair. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.



New Business
Fund 101 Budget Amendment: Move $3,201.99 from Fund Balance 39000 to line item 101-54110-
399 (Other Contracted Services) for the Sheriff’s Department.
Terry Hodges made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve to move $3,201.99 from 
Fund Balance 39000 to line item 101-54110-399 other Contracted Services  for  the Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.  
Budget amendment as following: 



Fund 101 Budget Amendment: Move $27.00 from Fund Balance 39000 to line item 101-58400-
508 for Surety Bond.
Commissioner Rip VanWinkle moved to approve to move $27.00 from Fund Balance 39000 to line 
item 101-58400-508 for Surety Bond. Commissioner Joey Grissom seconded. 



Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.  
Budget amendment as following: 
Fund 112 Budget Amendment: Move $1,774.35 from Fund Balance 39000 to line item 112-51800-
335 Courthouse and Jail Maintenance to balance it out.
Commissioner Rip VanWinkle moved to approve to move $1,774.35 from Fund Balance 39000 to 
line item 112-51800-335 (Courthouse and Jail Maintenance) to balance it out. Commissioner 
Gage Farmer seconded. 



Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.  
Budget Amendment as following:
City Mayor Alease Farmer addressed the Full Commission
City Mayor Alease Farmer addressed the Van Buren County Commission regarding tourism, her 
remarks focused heavily on driving regional growth, maximizing grant funding, and fostering 
community development.  She noted that the Department of Tourist Development is hosting an 



open tourist forum on September 29, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. at the Ag Building in Spencer, and 
extended an invitation for everyone to attend.

Waste Management, Inc. of Tennessee, Request for Bids
Solid Waste Director Melinda Starkey presented a trash disposal bid from Waste Management, 
Inc. of Tennessee for approval. Director Starkey noted that the County currently pays $65.00 per 
ton through Capital Waste. While solid waste disposal must be bid out annually, the County 
received only one bid this year: a proposal from Waste Management in the amount of $52.25 per 
ton to dispose of all collected waste at the White County Landfill. After discussion on this matter, 
Joey Grissom made a motion, seconded by Rip VanWinkle, to approve the bid of $52.25 per ton 
with Waste Management starting October 1, 2026. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.  
Van Buren County and Waste Management contract as following:





















































Times were set for Committee A, B, & C Meetings
“After discussion by the Full Commission, the schedule for Committee A and C meetings was set 
for the first Monday night of each month, though exact times may vary.” Commissioner Seth 
Pettit made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Delong. 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.
For the record Committee A & C are as following:

Solid Waste, Ambulance Service, School, Tourism, Insurance, Jail & Law Enforcement.
Terry Hickey, Gage Farmer, Michael Chandler, Joey Grissom, and Jeff Blair
Committee C: Budget
Gage Farmer, Rip VanWinkle, Terry Hickey, Jeff Blair, Jordan Delong, and Joey Grissom. 

“Commissioner  Bradi  Roberts  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Chandler,  to  approve 
Committee B to meet on the second Monday of the month as needed, though exact times may 
vary.” 

Upon roll call: Jeff Blair, Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Gage Farmer, Joey Grissom, Terry 
Hickey, Terry Hodges, Seth Pettit, Bradi Roberts, and Rip VanWinkle voted yes. Motion carried.
Committee B are as following:

Fire Protection, Agriculture, Veterans, Highways, Park & Recs, Building & Grounds.
Bradi Roberts, Terry Hodges, Rip VanWinkle, Seth Pettit, and Jordan Delong.

Comments from the General Public
A Van Buren County Citizens address the Full Commission concerning a Resolution that was 
passed in November 2025, which endorsed the use of visual surveillance devices to enhance Law 
Enforcement  in  Van Buren County.  The Citizen requested that  the Commission rescind the 
Resolution.  After  discussion  on  this  matter,  Commissioner  Rip  VanWinle  moved  to  have 
Committee A to revisit the Resolution and see if we want to take any action. Commissioner Jeff 
Blair seconded the motion. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion carried.

Adjournment
Commissioner Jeff Blair made a motion, seconded by Gage Farmer, to adjourn. All approved by 
voice vote. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

 __________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby
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