
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

 
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on August 17, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken as
recorded in Minute Book, “V”.  
 
Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call
Members  present:   Michael  Chandler,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hickey,  Terry  Hodges,  Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain. Jordan Delong and Tommy Frady were
absent.
 
Also present:  County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa
Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several Citizens of Van Buren County.
 
Prayer
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of the Minutes from Full Commission Meeting on Monday, July 20, 2026 as printed.
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith, to approve the minutes from the
Full Commission meeting on Monday, July 20, 2026 as printed. All approved by voice vote. 0-
opposed. Motion passed.

Approve/Disapprove: Committee A Report
Committee A Report
August 3, 2026

Call to Order @ 5:30 p.m.

Roll call: Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Jordan Delong, Cale Crain, and Tabitha Denney.

Motion  made  by  Cale  Crain,  seconded  by  Terry  Hodges,  to  move  $1,216.20  from  44170
miscellaneous  refunds to  line  item 101-54110-187 for  TBI  overtime reimbursement  for  the
Sheriff’s department. Roll call all members voting yes.

Motion  made  by  Cale  Crain,  seconded  by  Terry  Hickey,  to  move  $500.00  from  44570-K9
contributions and gifts to line item 101-54110-401 for animal food and supplies for the Sheriff’s
department. Roll call all members voting yes.

Motion made by Terry Hodges,  seconded by Jordan Delong,  to move $9,993.00 from Fund
balance  39000  to  line  item  101-54110-499  stalker  radars  for  patrol  trucks  for  Sheriff’s
Department. Roll call all members voting yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain, seconded by Terry Hickey, to move $50,000.00 from unassigned
Fund balance 39000 to line item 101-54900-316 for contributions to 911. Roll call all members
voting yes.



New Business
Motion made by Cale Crain, seconded by Terry Hodges, to approve the Resolution for the Van
Buren County General Fund budget to establish employee benefits funding as presented. Roll call
with all members voting yes.

Motion  made  by  Cale  Crain,  seconded  by  Terry  Hickey,  to  contribute  $2,000.00  to  every
Community Center in Van Buren County. Roll call with Terry Hickey, Jordan Delong, Cale Crain,
and Tabitha Denney voting yes. Terry Hodges abstained from voting.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha  Denney presented recommendations  for  Full  Commission
action originating from the Committee A meeting held on August 3, 2026.

Budget Amendment, Fund 101, $1,216.20 Sheriff’s Dept. TBI overtime
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee, to move $1,216.20 from 44170
miscellaneous  refunds to  line  item 101-54110-187 for  TBI  overtime reimbursement  for  the
Sheriff’s Department. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell,
Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget Amendment
as following: 

Fund 101, Budget Amendment, $500.00, K-9 Food & Supplies
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee, to move $500.00 from 44570-
K9 (Contributions and Gifts) to line item 101-54110-401 for animal food and supplies for the
Sheriff’s Department. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, 
Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget Amendment 
as following:

Fund 101, Budget Amendment, $9,993.00, Sheriff’s Dept. Stalker radars



Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee, to move $9,993.00 from Fund
Balance 39000 to line item 101-54110-499 for stalker radars for patrol trucks for the Sheriff’s
Department. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, 
Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget Amendment 
as following:







Budget Amendment, $50,000.00, 911 Contribution
Tabitha Denney made a  motion,  seconded by Michael  Chandler,  to  move $50,000.00 from
unassigned Fund balance 39000 to line item 101-54900-316 for Contributions to 911.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, 
Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget Amendment 
& Resolution as following:





Resolution for the County General Fund budget to establish employee benefits
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee, to approve the Resolution for
the Van Buren County General Fund budget to establish employee benefits funding as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell,
Kenny  Smith,  Michael  Woodlee,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Resolution  as
following:



Budget Amendment. Contribution to the Community Centers in the amount of $14,000.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee, to contribute $2,000.00 to every
Community Center in Van Buren County. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith,
Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain voted yes. Terry Hodges abstained. 7-yes votes. 1-abstained.
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:



Approve/Disapprove: Quarterly Reports
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney, to approve all Quarterly Reports.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell,
Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain voted yes. 

Acknowledgement of Surety Bond for Tina Shockley and Lavetta Simmons.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith, to approve the Surety Bonds for
Tina Shockley and Lavetta Simmons. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Surety
Bonds as following:















Budget Amendment for Board of Education General Fund 141.
Director of Schools Katina Simmons was present at the meeting to request approval for budget
amendments in Fund 141. Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler, to
approve the budget amendments for the Board of Education General Fund 141 as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell,
Kenny Smith, Michael Woodlee, and Cale Crain voted yes. Budget Amendments as following:





Old Business
None

New Business
Grant for the Van Buren County Historical and Heritage Museum
Lisa Cope and Justin Aughinbaugh were present at the Meeting requesting approval to apply for
a Grant through the State of Tennessee. If awarded this Grant the Committee plans on going
forward to their Phrase 2 of getting a new roof on the Old Courthouse. Tabitha Denney made a
motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Chandler,  to  approve  the  Committee  to  submit  this  Grant
application. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Financial Report from the Trustee’s Office
Trustee Beth Simmons was present at the meeting to present to the Full Commission the year-
end Financial Report. (For the record)

Acknowledgement of Roads that will be paved in Van Buren County
Road Superintendent Randy Oakes submitted a list of Roads in the County that will be paved.
Scheduled for paving:

Jack Branch Road 2.19
Hart Road 0.32
Redd Road 0.53
Mockingbird Road 0.16
Fall Creek Camp Road 0.47
Rolling Meadows Road 0.16

Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to acknowledge. All approved by
voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Approval from Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury for the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 budget.
Letter as following:

 









Comments from the General Public
None

Adjournment
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith, to adjourn. All approved by voice
vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m.

 _________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


	Roll Call

