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MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

  
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Monday, 
March 23, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & 
Justice Center. The following action was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”. 
  
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members  present:   Michael  Chandler,  Cale  Crain,  Jordan  Delong,  Tabitha 
Denney,  Terry  Hickey,  Terry  Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  and 
Tommy Frady. Michael Woodlee was absent.
 
Also present:  Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Attorney 
Stacey Farmer, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Jay 
Williams with zoom and several citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Minutes from the Full Commission Meeting on Monday February 9, 
2026 as printed. 
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve the minutes 
from the meeting on Monday February 9, 2026 as printed. All agreed by voice 
vote. 0-opposed. No changes to any vote. Motion passed. 

Committee A Report from Monday, March 2, 2026 
Committee A
March 2, 2026

Call to order at 5:30 p.m.

Roll call – Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Jordan Delong, Cale Crain, and Tabitha 
Denney.

Motion made by Jordan Delong and second by Terry Hodges to move $1,000 
from 122-39000 Fund Balance to 122-54150-499 Drug Fund for other supplies 
and materials. Roll call with all voting yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to approve the request 
of $175 for the 2026 Chamber of Commerce Membership Dues. Roll call with 4 
yes and 1 no. Motion passed. Terry Hodges voted no.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hickey to list the vehicles 
(2011 Ambulance,  2011 Ford F250,  and a  Ford F150 pick-ups)  with  Tays 
Reality and Auction. All members in favor.
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New Business
Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to allow the County 
Mayor’s Office to do sealed bids for the garbage truck. (Roll call with all yes.)

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hodges to move total of 
$7,595 from 112-39000 to 
$7,000 to 112-51800-149 Salary
$473 to 112-51800-201 Social Security
$21 to 112-51800-210 Unemployment
$101 to 112-51800-212 Medicare
Roll call with all members voting yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to move $10,000 from 
39000 to 101-54110-106 for Deputy Salaries. Roll call with all voting yes.

Terry Hickey with motion to adjourn.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that 
needs to be taken by the Full Commission from the Committee A 
Meeting on March 2, 2026.

Budget  Amendment  $1,000.00 in  the  Drug Fund for  the  Sheriff’s 
Department
Tabitha  Denney  made a  motion,  seconded by  Michael  Chandler  to  move 
$1,000.00 from 122-39000 Fund Balance to 122-54150-499 Drug Fund for 
other supplies and materials.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain 
voted yes. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:
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Request of $175.00 for the 2026 Chamber of Commerce Membership 
Dues
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve the 
request of $175.00 for the 2026 Chamber of Commerce Membership Dues.
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Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain voted yes. Terry 
Hodges voted no. 8-yes vote. 1-no vote. Motion passed. Membership dues 
and events as following:
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Listing County Vehicles with Tays Reality and Auction
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to list the vehicles 
(2011 Ambulance, 2011 Ford F250 and a Ford F150 pick-ups) with Tays Reality 
and Auction. After discussion on this matter, all approved by voice vote. 0-
opposed. No changes to any vote. Motion passed.

Approve the County Mayor to do sealed bid on the 2001 Freightliner 
Garbage Truck
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to allow the County 
Mayor’s Office to do sealed bids for the garbage truck. All agreed by voice vote. 
0-opposed. No changes to any vote. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment of $7,595.00 for the Sheriff’s Department
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Terry Hodges to move the total 
of $7,595.00 from 101-39000 to $7,000 to 101-51800-149 Salary, $473 to 101-
51800-201 Social Security, $21 to 101-51800-210 Unemployment, $101 to 
101-51800-212 Medicare.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady and Cale Crain 
voted yes. Motion passed. 
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Budget Amendment for Deputy Salary in the amount of $10,000.00
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Terry  Hickey  to  move 
$10,000.00 from 39000 to 101-54110-106 for Deputy Salaries. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady and Cale Crain 
voted yes. Motion passed.  Budget Amendment as following:
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RTS Contract with Fall Creek Falls State Park
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve the RTS 
Hauling Services Agreement Contract as presented.
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Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady and Cale Crain 
voted yes. Motion passed.  Agreement as following:
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Approval of Notary Public for Ashley Nicole Cail and Sumor L. George.
Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve the 
Notaries for Ashley Nicole Cail and Sumor L. George. All approved by voice 
vote. 0-opposed. No changes to any vote. Motion passed.

Chairman Cale Crain deviated from the Agenda of Old Business and 
went to New Business
Sheriff  Michael  Brock  recognized  SRO  Deputy  Brent  Hickerson  for  an 
outstanding job above and beyond that he has done and continues to do with 
the Students and Staff at the Van Buren County School System and for the 
Citizens of Van Buren County.

Approval of Audit Committee Minutes from the February 13, 2026 
Meeting
Audit  Committee  Chairperson  Lisa  Cope  was  present  at  the  Commission 
meeting to address the Full Commission requesting approval for the Minutes 
from the February Meeting for the record. 
Commissioner Jordon Delong made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to 
approve the Audit Committee Minutes presented. All approved by voice vote. 
0-opposed. No changes to any vote. Motion passed. Minutes as presented: 
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Budget Amendment, Fund 122, Trustee Commissions in the amount of 
$150.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve the 
budget amendment as presented. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain 
voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment as following:
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Budget Amendment Solid Waste Fund 116 in the amount of $5,000.00
Terry Hickey made a motion,  seconded by Jordan Delong to approve the 
budget amendment as presented. 



BZFBZF712

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain 
voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment as following:
Annual Progress report for Solid Waste and the 10 year Solid Waste 
Plan
Solid Waste Director Melinda Starkey was present at the Commission Meeting 
requesting approval of the County and Municipal Residential Recycling and 
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Diversion and 10 year plan. After discussion on this matter, Terry Hickey made 
a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve as presented. All approved by 
voice vote. 0-opposed. No changes to any vote. Motion passed. County and 
Residential Recycling and Diversion & Plan as following:
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Van Buren County Historical & Heritage Museum
The Members of the Van Buren County Historical and Heritage Museum were 
present at the Commission meeting. Chairman Jimmy Hodges explained to the 
Full Commission on the need of a new or repaired HVAC in the Old Courthouse. 
The Committee advertised through the County Mayor’s Office and did not 
receive  any  bids.  The  Board  continued  to  get  quotes  and  had  only  one 
Company show up which was Mark’s heating and Air Conditioning. The Units 
upstairs and downstairs at the Courthouse are 30 years old. 

The  Historical  and  Heritage  Museum received  a  Grant  in  the  amount  of 
$25,000.00. The first line of business was to repair the brick on the outside 
because it had been continually falling. The Brick work cost $4,117.00 which 
left them $20,883.00. The next priority on their list was to have the HVAC fixed 
or replaced. A Partial new system and repairs, if parts could be found, would 
cost $26,750.00. For a new system the bids was $32,000.00. The Historical & 
Heritage Museum Committee is requesting that the County pay $11,117.00 
and get the new unit or the Committee would take the rest of the Grant money 
and get new lighting for the Courthouse. After much discussion on this matter, 
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve to 
move $11,117.00 from 101-39000 to 101-51100-309 MUS to replace all the 
units at the Van Buren County Historical and Heritage Museum. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain 
voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. HVAC Inspection 
Summary & funding Explanation as following:
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Slaughter House in the Industrial Park



BZFBZF750

Business Owner and Citizen of Van Buren County Barry Austin was present at 
the Meeting requesting an update on the progress of his deed at the Slaughter 
House in the Industrial Park. County Attorney Howard Upchurch was absent at 
the meeting so no action was taken on this matter.

Old Business
None

Comments from the Public
None

Adjournment
Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to adjourn. All agreed by 
voice vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:51 p.m. 
 

 ____________________________________ __________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby
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