
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

  
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Monday 
February 9, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility 
& Justice Center. The following action was taken as recorded in Minute Book, 
“U”.  
  
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members  present:   Michael  Chandler,  Cale  Crain,  Jordan  Delong,  Tabitha 
Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, and Michael Woodlee. Dusty Madewell, 
Kenny Smith and Tommy Frady were absent.
 
Also  present:   County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch,  County  Mayor  David 
Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several 
Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Chairman Cale Crain ask for a motion to deviate from the agenda and add to 
approve/disapprove  all  Quarterly  Reports.  Terry  Hickey  made  a  motion, 
seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve to deviate from the agenda adding 
approval of Quarterly Reports. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Approve/Disapprove Quarterly Reports for the Sheriff’s Department, 
Ambulance Service, Clerk & Master, Highway Department, Board of 
Education, and Solid Waste.
Terry  Hickey  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Terry  Hodges  to  approve  all 
Quarterly Reports as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Minutes from the Full Commission Meeting on January 19, 2026 as 
printed
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Terry Hickey to approve the 
Minutes from the January 19, 2026 Meeting as printed. All agreed by voice 
vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. 
 
Approve/Disapprove: Committee A Report from February 2, 2026
Committee A Meeting
Monday, February 2, 2026

Call to order at 5:30

Roll call: Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Cale Crain, & Tabitha Denney. Absent: 
Jordan Delong



Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to approve budget 
amendment for Van Buren County Board of Education as present. Roll call with 
all voting yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hodges to approve Sheriff’s 
Department budget amendment. Move $1,600 from 101-46210 to 101-54110-
140 for SRO Salary supplements. Roll call with all voting yes.

Old Business

Accument Global to solicit bids for replacement of hand rails, steps and doors. 
Committee B to also meet and discuss. No action needed.

All bins and compactors passed by State and are in operation now.

New Business

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to remove the $7.00 
Solid Waste fee for James Nelson’s garage. The garage is storage only. Roll call 
with all members voting yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to  allow County 
Commissioners as an elected official to purchase health insurance through the 
County. Roll call with all members voting yes.

Motion made by Terry Hickey to adjourn.
 ____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that 
needs to be taken by the Full Commission from the Committee A 
Meeting on February 2, 2026.

Budget Amendment for the Board of Education
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve the 
budget amendment for Van Buren County Board of Education as presented. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget amendment as following: 







Budget  Amendment  for  Sheriff’s  Department  (State  overtime, 
$1,600.00)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded Michael Woodlee to approve to 
move $1,600.00 from 101-54110-140 SRO Salary Supplements. 



Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Budget amendment as following: 
Solid Waste fee of $7.00 (James Nelson’s garage)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve to 
remove the $7.00 Solid Waste fee from James Nelson’s garage. The garage is 
storage only.



Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 

Health Insurance (to allow County Commissioners to purchase Health 
Insurance)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve to 
allow  County  Commissioners  as  an  elected  official  to  purchase  health 
insurance through the County. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, and Cale Crain voted yes. Commissioner Michael Chandler 
voted no. 6-yes votes. 1-no vote. Motion passed. 

Old Business
The  County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch  address  the  Full  Commission 
concerning their Executive Session Meetings in which they had discussed a 
dispute regarding Real Properties in the Industrial Park, which was conveyed 
back in the year of 2020. Mr. Upchurch was led in November or December 
2025 to file a lien on the behalf of the County against the Real Property. Mr. 
Upchurch explained, “That lien was the obligation identified in the Deed,”

Mr. Barry Austin is the owner of the business which is on the Real Property 
being discussed. Mr. Austin obtained a deed in the year of 2020 under the last 
Administration for the County. Mr. Austin did not know that a lien would be 
filed on this Real Property until he received a letter from the Van Buren County 
Attorney. Business owner Barry Austin secured the service of Attorney Randall 
York.  Mr.  York and Mr.  Upchurch exchanged communication today and it 
appears  that  they  have  resolve  this  dispute.  Mr.  Austin’s  understanding 
according to Mr. York is that the obligation of the County is $29,000.00 he has 
agreed to execute a Deed of Trust in other words to Pledge the Real Property 
to Van Buren County and there will be to a Trustee which will likely be Mr. 
Upchurch as the County Attorney. The Deed will reflect that the Real Property 
will secure the obligation by Mr. Austin to Van Buren County, then the Lien 
would be released because it will not longer be necessary to have that lien of 
record because we would have the actual Deed of Trust. This will be a more 
secure lien of record at that point. This is the resolution that Attorney York and 
Attorney  Upchurch  have  discussed  and  negotiated  and  obviously  it’s 
something that cannot be discussed or determined in an executive session it 
has to be debated and voted upon in an open meeting and that is why Mr. 
Upchurch  is  presenting  this  at  the  meeting  tonight.  County  Attorney 
explained, “We are trying to get Mr. Austin a legitimate Deed,” “The goal is to 
protect Van Buren County, that’s the goal to provide a Deed of Trust that is a 
proper security interest in favor of Van Buren County that Van Buren County 
can enforce.”

After much discussion on this matter, Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded 
by Michael Woodlee to give Mr. Upchurch authority to draw up a Deed of Trust 
and any underline Promissory Note and present them to Mr. Austin and come 
back before the Commission to determine whether or not that is the way the 
County intends to dissolve this dispute.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 



New Business
Cindy Haynes to be added to the Burritt Memorial Library Board
The Full Commission receive a request for Cindy Haynes to be appointed to the 
Burritt Memorial Library Board replacing Janet Justin. Michael Woodlee made a 
motion, seconded by Terry Hickey to approve the request for Cindy Haynes to 
be appointed to the Burritt Memorial Library Board replacing Janet Justin. All 
approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Endowment Grant Contract in the amount of $30,303.03, Van Buren 
County Ambulance Service
EMS Director Twanna Bricker was present requesting authorization to sign the 
Grant Contract between the State of Tennessee, Department of Health and 
Van  Buren  County,  DBA  Van  Buren  County  Ambulance  Service.  Tabitha 
Denney made a motion, seconded Michael Woodlee to allow authorization for 
Twanna Bricker to sign the Endowment Grant Contract. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Grant Contract as following: 

























Returned Check Policy  for  Van Buren County Ambulance Service, 
$30.00 fee
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve the 
Van Buren County Ambulance Service Returned Check Policy as presented.



Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. 
Returned Check Policy as presented: 
A new Contract with Acument Global/Fontana Group
Commissioner  Terry  Hickey  after  visiting  with  Committee  B  at  Acument 
Global/Fontana Group and looked over the Contract the County has with them 
he would like to have a more updated one. Terry Hickey made a motion, 



seconded by Tabitha Denney to Give Mr. Upchurch the authority to draw up a 
new  up  to  date  contract  with  Acument  Global/Fontana  Group  with  no 
previsions or changes being made. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Van Buren County Fire Departments, Fire Department Committee
Commissioner Tabitha Denney was thinking that probably the best resolution 
to the Fire Departments issue is maybe to form a Fire Department Committee 
that  consists  of  a  representative  from  each  Fire  Department  and  two 
Commissioners that way they can discuss among those head authorities and 
the two Commissioners would be our place on the Board in order to make sure 
everything is right, correct and I think everyone can come to an agreement if 
we do that as far as things for the Fire Department monies. Commissioner 
Tabitha Denney made that in form of a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee.

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Terry Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, 
Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Nomination of two County Commissioners to be placed on the Fire 
Department Committee
Tabitha Denney nominated Michael Woodlee 
Michael Woodlee nominated Tabitha Denney
Terry Hickey made a motion that all nominations cease and we elect them by 
affirmation. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Comments from the General Public
None

Adjournment
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to adjourn. All 
agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:29 
p.m.

 __________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby
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