
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

   
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Monday September 15, 2025 
at 6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following 
action was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”.  
   
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members  present:  Michael  Woodlee,  Tommy  Frady,  Kenny  Smith,  Dusty  Madewell,  Terry 
Hodges, Terry Hickey, Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler and Cale Crain.
 
Also present:  County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Melinda Starkey with 
Solid Waste, Jay Williams with zoom and Several Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approve/Disapprove: Minutes of the Full Commission Meeting on August 18, 2025.  
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve the Minutes from 
the August 18, 2025 Meeting. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. 
 
Approve/Disapprove: Committee A Report
Committee A Meeting
September 2, 2025

Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m.

Roll Call: Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, and Tabitha Denney.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to accept a contract for State bid for 
Solid Waste per State request. State will no longer use RTS after December 2025. Committee 
choosing to leave rates the same with the exception of the amount per ton. Roll  call  with 
everyone voting yes.

Motion made by Terry Hodges and second by Cale Crain to move $6,250 from 46290-101 to line 
item  101-54210-399  for  Sheriff  Department  CPC  Grant.  Roll  call  with  all  members  yes. 
Continued grant from 2024.

New Business

Motion made by Terry  Hodges and second by Cale Crain to place No Loitering signs at  all 
Convenience sites. All members in favor.

Motion made by Terry Hodges and second by Terry Hickey to solicit bids for cremation services.  
Roll call with all members in favor.



Cale Crain and Terry Hickey motion to adjourn.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that needs to be taken by the 
Full Commission from the Committee A Meeting on September 2, 2025.

Contract for State Bid for Solid Waste per State request, State will no longer use RTS.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Terry Hickey to accept a contract for State bid for 
Solid Waste per State request. The State will no longer use RTS after December 2025. Leaving 
the rates the same with the exception of the change of $75.00 per ton.

Roll Call: Michael Woodlee, Tommy Frady, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry 
Hickey, Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion 
passed. 

CPC Grant, Sheriff’s Department, $6,250.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to move $6,250.00 from 46290-
101 to line item 101-54210-399 for Sheriff Department CPC Grant.



Roll Call: Michael Woodlee, Tommy Frady, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry 
Hickey, Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion 
passed. Budget Amendment as following:
Solicit bids for cremation services
After much discussion on this matter, Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael 
Woodlee to solicit bids for cremation services. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion 
passed.



Elect Chairman for the Full Commission for 2025/2026
Michael  Woodlee nominated Cale Crain for Chairman of  the Full  Commission,  seconded by 
Jordan Delong. Terry Hickey made a motion that all nominations cease. All agreed by voice 
vote.  0-opposed.  Motion  passed.  Cale  Crain  is  the  2025/2026  Chairman  of  the  Full 
Commission.

Elect Vice Chairman for the Full Commission for 2025/2026
Tabitha Denney nominated Terry Hickey for Vice Chairman of the Full Commission, seconded by 
Michael Woodlee. Tabitha Denney made a motion that all nomination cease. All approved by  
voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Terry Hickey is the 2025/2026 Vice Chairman of the 
Full Commission.

Old Business
None

New Business
Approve/Disapprove: Budget Amendment for the Sheriff’s Department. Move $288.80 from 
44170-101 to line item 101-54110-187. 
Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Chandler  to  approve  a  budget 
amendment for the Sheriff’s Department moving $288.80 from Fund 44170-101 to line item 
101-54110-187. 

Roll Call: Michael Woodlee, Tommy Frady, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry 
Hickey, Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion 
passed. Budget Amendment as following:





Approve/Disapprove: Apply for the Solid Waste Recycling Equipment Grant.
Solid Waste Director Melinda Starkey was present at the meeting requesting permission to 
apply  for  the  Solid  Waste  Recycling  Equipment  Grant.  The  process  for  application  is  open 
tentatively September 4, 2025, on or before October 15, 2025 by 4:30 p.m. If awarded this  
grant the amount could be $125,000.00 with the Solid Waste Committee wanting to purchase a  
2025 Freightliner 114SD 60000 LB Pac Mac Roll off Truck in the amount of $226,500.00 with the 
County being responsible to pay the rest of the amount. After much discussion on this matter,  
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve to go ahead and apply 
for the Solid Waste Truck Recycling Equipment Grant.  All  agreed by voice vote.  0-opposed. 
Motion passed. RDK Solid Waste truck bid as following:

















Van Buren County Historian (Edward Gene Brock’s resignation)
Van Buren County Historian Edward Gene Brock sent his resignation in to the Full Commission 
for  acceptance.  The  Van  Buren  County  Historical  and  Heritage  Museum  sent  a  letter  of 
recommendation  for  Abby  Sullivan  to  take  this  position.  Jordan  Delong  made  a  motion, 
seconded by Michael Woodlee to accept Gene Brock’s resignation and to approve Abby Sullivan 
taking this position. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Abby Sullivan is the 
new  Van  Buren  County  Historian.  Letter  of  resignation,  letter  of  recommendation  as 
following: 





Proclamation (The month of September as Recovery Month in Van Buren County)
Commissioner Michael Woodlee brought forward action requesting approval for a Proclamation 
to where the month of September is Recovery Month in Van Buren County. Michael Woodlee 
made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to adopt this Proclamation as such. 

Roll Call: Michael Woodlee, Tommy Frady, Kenny Smith, Dusty Madewell, Terry Hodges, Terry 
Hickey, Tabitha Denney, Jordan Delong, Michael Chandler and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion 
passed. Proclamation as following:

Proclamation

WHEREAS, substance use disorders and addiction affect individuals, families, and communities 
across Van Buren County; and

WHEREAS, recovery from substance use disorders is possible, and individuals can and do lead 
healthy and fulfilling lives; and 

WHEREAS, raising awareness and reducing the stigma associated with substance use disorders 
is crucial to encouraging individuals to seek help and support; and

WHEREAS, the month of September is  recognized nationally as Recovery Month, a time to 
celebrate the gains made by those in recovery and to promote the message that recovery is  
attainable;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body of Van Buren County, do hereby 
proclaim the month of September as Recovery Month in Van Buren County. We call upon all  
residents to observe this month with appropriate programs, activities, and ceremonies, and to 
support individuals in recovery and their families. Let us work together to create a Community  
that fosters hope, healing, and well-being for all.

 ____________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain

____________________________________
County Clerk Lisa Rigsby



Comments from the Public
Leo  Sochocki  was  present  at  the  meeting  to  give  an  update  on  the  Van  Buren  County 
Hometown Heroes Day event planned for September 27, 2025.

Adjournment
Terry Hickey made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to adjourn. All agreed by voice  
vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:36 p.m.

 ____________________________________ ____________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


