
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

   
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Monday August 18, 2025 at 
6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action 
was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”.  
   
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members  present:  Jordan  Delong,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny 
Smith, Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain. Michael Chandler and Terry Hickey were 
absent.
 
Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk 
Lisa Rigsby, and Several Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes from Commission Meeting on July 21, 2025 as printed.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the Minutes from the 
Commission Meeting on July 21, 2025. 

Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, 
Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Approve/Disapprove:  Quarterly  Reports  for  Ambulance,  Board  of  Education,  Clerk  and 
Master, Highway Department, Sheriff’s Department, and Solid Waste.
Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve all Quarterly Reports. 
All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Commissioner Tabitha Denney stated 
she would like to see leaders of all Departments to be present from now on when Quarterly 
Reports are approved in case the Commissioners have any questions the Department heads will 
be there to answer them.

Approval/Disapprove:  Committee A Report on August 4, 2025.
Committee A Meeting
August 4, 2025

Call to order at 5:30 p.m.

Roll Call: all members present, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Jordan Delong, Cale Crain & Tabitha 
Denney.

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hodges to move $1,000.00 from 118-39000 to 
118-55130-599  to  cover  TASA  Reimbursement  Compliance  Conference.  Roll  call  with  all  
members voting yes.



Motion made by Jordan Delong and second by Terry Hickey to approve Van Buren County 
Schools Fund 141 in the amount of $149,384.00 as presented. Roll call with all members in 
favor.

Motion made by Jordan Delong and second by Cale Crain to move $26,103.00 from 101-46240 
to account 101-54110-790. SRO Grant fund dollars not spent and returned to the State. Roll call  
with all members in favor.

Committee A agreed to allow Mayor Sullivan to give a written notice letter to terminate the 
contract with RTS. 

Motion made by Cale Crain and second by Terry Hickey to move $650.00 from 112-39000 to 
112-58400-510 to cover Trustee Commissions. Roll call with all members in favor.

Motion  made  by  Terry  Hickey  and  second  by  Cale  Crain  to  purchase  2  40  yard  garbage 
containers. Mayor Sullivan to call for pricing. All members in favor.

Cale Crain with motion to adjourn.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that needs to be taken from 
the Full Commission from Committee A Meeting on August 4, 2025. 

Budget Amendment for TASA reimbursement of $1,000.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Jordan Delong to approve to move $1,000.00 
from 118-39000 to 118-55130-599 to cover TASA Reimbursement Compliance Conference. 

Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, 
Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment 
as following: 









Budget Amendment, Schools Fund 141 in the amount of $149,384.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Jordan Delong to approve the amendment of Van 
Buren County Schools Fund 141 in the amount of $149,384.00 as presented. 

Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, 
Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment 
as following: 





Budget Amendment, SRO Grant Fund dollars not spent returning to the State, $26,103.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Jordan Delong to approve to move $26,103.00 
from 101-46240 to account 101-54110-790. SRO Grant fund dollars not spent and returned to 
the State.

Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, 
Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment 
as following: 





Approval to allow Mayor Sullivan to give a written notice to terminate (RTS)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to allow Mayor Sullivan to give 
a  written notice  letter  to  terminate  the  contract  with  RTS.  All  approved by  voice  vote.  0-
opposed. Motion passed. Information following:



Purchase of two 40 cubic yard garbage containers, $12,462.00, Solid Waste
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  purchase  two  40  yard 
garbage containers. 

Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, 
Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee and Cale  Crain  voted yes.  Motion passed.  Information as 
following: 



Old Business 
No action was taken in Old Business.

New Business
Budget Amendment, Fund 101, 4 insurance claim deductibles in the amount $4,000.00
Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Tabitha  Denney  to  approve  the  budget 
amendment as presented. 



Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, 
Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment 
as following: 
Budget Amendment Fund 122, Drug Fund, $3,000.00
Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Terry  Hodges  to  approve  this  budget 
amendment as presented.
 



Upon roll call: Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, 
Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget amendment 
as following: 
Comments from the General Public
Lisa Cope with the Van Buren County Grant Committee and Justin Aughinbaugh with the Van 
Buren County Historical and Heritage Museum was present at the Meeting to address the Full  
Commission requesting permission to apply for a Grant for the Old  Courthouse.  Mrs.  Cope 



explained that the Grant is from $5,000.00 to $100,000.00 with no match from the County. Mr. 
Aughinbaugh spoke about all the issues that the Old Courthouse has and what needs to be fixed 
on  the  inside  and  outside.  The  deadline  for  this  Grant  is  August  25,  2025  and  they  are 
requesting authorization to apply for the Grant. After discussion on this matter, Commissioner 
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee for approval to go forward in 
applying for this Grant. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. 

The Van Buren County Trustee Beth Simmons was present at the Meeting to address the Full  
Commission with an update on the Trustee’s Annual Financial Report and for any questions or 
concerns they may have.

Adjournment
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Dusty Madewell to adjourn. All agreed by voice 
vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.

 _________________________________ ________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


