
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

   
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Monday April 21, 2025 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was 
taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”.  
   
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members  present:  Michael  Chandler,  Jordan  Delong,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hickey,  Terry 
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain.
 
Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk 
Lisa Rigsby, and Several Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes from Commission Meeting on March 17, 2025 as printed.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve the Minutes from the 
Commission Meeting on March 17, 2025. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Approval: Committee A Reports.
Committee A Meeting
4-7-2025 @5:30 p.m.

Roll  Call:  All  members  present:  Cale  Crain,  Terry  Hickey,  Terry  Hodges,  Jordan Delong and 
Tabitha Denney.

New Business: Motion made by Cale Crain seconded by Terry Hodges to continue with TCRS 
employer rate of 7% for 2025-2026 budget year. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Jordan Delong seconded by Terry Hickey to approve budget amendment to 
cover  skylights  of  $88,500  from 39000 to  unassigned 112-51800-335  Court  House  and Jail  
Maintenance. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Jordan Delong to move Van Buren County Board 
of Education general funds 141 as presented. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Terry Hodges and seconded by Cale Crain to approve Howard Upchurch’s 
County Attorney retainer fee to increase from $550 per month to $750 per month beginning 
July 1, 2025. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hodges to move $405 from 101-44170 
Miscellaneous Refunds to 101-54110-187 Overtime. Roll call all members voted yes.



Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hickey to move $17,000 from 101-39000 to  
101-58400-510 Commission. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Jordan Delong and seconded by Terry Hodges to move $900 from 39000 to 
151-82310-510. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hodges to move $80 from Fund 122-39000 
to 122-58400-510. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Jordan Delong local purpose tax fund 120 to 
move $900.00 from 39000 to 58400-510. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Jordan Delong Solid Waste fund 116 to move 
$1,200 from 39000 to 55732-510. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Terry Hodges and seconded by Terry Hickey to move $15 from 39000 to fund  
112-51800-204 Court House and Jail Maintenance. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Cale Crain to move $7,500 from 101-5410-399 
to 54110-187 Overtime. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Terry Hickey to solicit bids for mowing of County 
Properties. All members in favor. List to be made by Mayor’s Office.

Motion made by Cale Crain and seconded by Jordan Delong to move $881.46 from 39000 to 
118-55130-335 for EMS Maintenance items. Roll call all members voted yes.

Motion made by Jordan Delong and seconded by Terry Hickey to move $2,839.48 from 39000 
to 118-55130-708 for two portable radios.

Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Terry Hodges to adjourn.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that needs to be taken by the 
Full Commission from the Committee A Meeting on April 7, 2025.

TCRS approval of 7% for County Employees
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to continue with TCRS 
employer rate of 7% for 2025-2026 budget year. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. 







Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve budget amendment to 
cover  skylights  of  $88,500  from 39000 to  unassigned 112-51800-335  Court  House  and Jail  
Maintenance. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:



Budget Amendments for Board of Education, Fund 141
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve to move Van Buren County 
Board of Education General Funds 141 as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendments as presented:



















Retainer Fee increase for County Attorney ($550.00 to $750.00)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to approve Howard Upchurch’s County 
Attorney retainer fee to increase from $550 per month to $750 per month beginning July 1, 
2025. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Retainer fee Letter as following:





Budget Amendment for Miscellaneous Refunds ($405.00) TBI Reimbursement
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $405.00 from 
101-44170 Miscellaneous Refunds to 101-54110-187 Overtime. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:







Budget Amendment, Commission’s ($17,000.00)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $17,000 from 
101-39000 to 101-58400-510 Commission. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:



Budget Amendment, Commission’s ($900.00)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $900.00 from 
39000 to 151-82310-510. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:



Budget Amendment for Commission’s ($80.00)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $80.00 from 
Fund 122-39000 to 122-58400-510. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:



Budget Amendment for Local Purpose Tax, $900.00, Commission’s
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $900.00 local 
purpose tax fund 120 to move from 39000 to 58400-510. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:
Budget Amendment for Solid Waste Fund 116, $1,200.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve Solid Waste fund 116 
to move $1,200 from 39000 to 55732-510. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:

Budget Amendment, $15.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve to move $15.00 from 39000 
to fund 112-51800-204 Court House and Jail Maintenance. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:

Budget Amendment Fund 101, $7,500.00



Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $7,500 from 
101-54110-399 to 54110-187 Overtime. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:

Solicit Bids for mowing County Properties



Committee A brought forth action to the Full Commission about soliciting bids for mowing all 
County Properties. Commissioner Kenny Smith questioned, “What County Properties are you 
talking about and do we not have County employees to mow?” Tabitha Denney explained the 
reasoning for soliciting bids were because last year solid waste got behind on the cardboard at  
the Convenience Center because of the mowing and work.  Committee A would like to solicit  
bids to see if the cost would be feasible. The County would still mow the Spencer Convenience 
Center and Sheriff Brock will continue to take care of the Administration/Jail Facility. Tabitha 
Denney made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve to solicit bids for mowing of County  
Properties. The Mayor will be making a list.  

Upon roll  call:  Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell,  Tommy Frady, 
Michael Woodlee and Cale Crain voted yes. Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, and Kenny Smith 
voted no. 7-yes votes, 3-no votes. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for EMS Maintenance, $881.46
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $881.46 from 
39000 to 118-55130-335 for EMS Maintenance items. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following
Budget Amendment for Portable Radios, $2,839.48, Ambulance Service
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to approve to move $2,839.48 
from 39000 to 118-55130-708 for two portable radios.



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:
Old Business
None

New Business as following:



Approval of Bond for Katina Simmons, Director of Schools
Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve the Bond for Katina Simmons, 
Director of Schools. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Approval  of  County  Board  of  Equalization  Members:  Brandy  Delon,  Freda  Christensen, 
Monroe Mooneyham, Glen Bickford, and Mark Cunningham.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve the members Brandy 
Delon, Freda Christensen, Monroe Mooneyham, Glen Bickford and Mark Cunningham to the 
County Board of Equalization. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Approval to Move $10,000.00 from 39000 to line item 101-51800-425 for Gasoline.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $10,000.00 
from 39000 to line item 101-51800-425 for Gasoline. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:
Approval to Move $2,000.00 from 39000 to line item 116-55731-336 for maintenance on Solid  
Waste Trucks for tires.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve to move $2,000.00 from 
39000 to line item 116-55731-336 for maintenance on Solid Waste Truck.



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:
UT Extension Budget Adjustments
UT Extension Director Chris Binkley was present at the meeting to address the Full Commission 
of needed budget adjustments. The old system paid salary and benefits out of one line item but 
the new system will  be  paid  out  of  two.  Terry  Hickey  make a  motion,  second by  Michael 
Woodlee to approve as presented.



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Budget Amendments as presented:
Heath Department Grant (reimbursement Grant)
County Health Department Director Summer Matthews was present at the Full  Commission 
Meeting requesting to get a bid for replacement of all flooring and painting of all upstairs and 
downstairs. There is $146,599.00 left of the grant monies and the proposal that she received 



was in the amount of $133,800.00. This money will need to be spent by the end of the physical  
Year or it  will  have to be rolled over to the new budget year. Mrs. Matthews is requesting 
permission from the Full Commission to go ahead to start placing bids out. Jordan Delong made 
a motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve this request. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. 

Local Government Workers’ Compensation Fund
Financial  Director Heather Woodlee received a quote from the Local  Government Workers’ 
Compensation,  with adding Elected Officials  in  the amount of  $93,309.00 with the amount 
being $5,869.00 difference without the Elected Officials. Terry Hickey made a motion, second 
by Michael Chandler to approve this as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. Revised Workman’s Compensation adding Elected Officials as presented: 





Fireworks show at the Fairgrounds.
The City of Spencer is requesting to use the Van Buren County Fair Grounds for the Fireworks 
Show. Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the City to use the 
Fair Grounds for the Fireworks Show. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Approval/Disapprove: The old landfill and strip pits Land Reclamation
The County had approve for the State to do the Land reclamation of parts of the old landfill and 
the strip pits. If they cut the soil down around the test wells and it causes some kind of leakage 
we as the County will be maintaining this for a longer period of time and it will cost the County  
a lot of money. Michael Chandler made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to deny the 
State’s request at this time.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy Frady,  Michael  Woodlee  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  
Motion passed. 

A 15 minute pause from the Commission Meeting
Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  second  by  Terry  Hickey  to  approve  to  pause  for  a  legal  
executive decision with the County Attorney and Sheriff Brock. All approved by voice vote. 0-
opposed. Motion passed. 

After 15 minutes the Commissioners, Mayor Sullivan, County Attorney Howard Upchurch and 
Sheriff Michael Brock returned to the Commission Room.

Comments from General Public.
None

Adjournment
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to adjourn. All agreed by voice vote.  
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

 ___________________________________ __________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


