
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

   
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on January 21, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 
at  the Van Buren County Administrative Facility  & Justice Center.  The following action was 
taken as recorded in Minute Book, “U”.  
   
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present:  Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady. Michael Woodlee was absent.
 
Also present:  Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Attorney Stacey Farmer, 
County  Mayor  David  Sullivan,  County  Clerk  Lisa  Rigsby,  and  Several  Citizens  of  Van  Buren 
County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Cale Crain led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval  of  Minutes  from  Commission  Meeting  on  December  21,  2024  as  printed  or 
amended.
Tabitha Denney made a motion,  second by Terry  Hickey to approve the Minutes from the 
Commission Meeting on December  21,  2024.  All  agreed by  voice  vote.  0-opposed.  Motion 
passed.

Committee A Report
Committee A Meeting
January 13, 2025

Roll Call: All members present.

New Business: Motion made by Terry Hickey and seconded by Terry Hodges to allow Summer 
Matthews to submit a Grant application for a Rural HealthCare Resiliency Program. 100% Grant 
if awarded that would allow for a new Van Buren County Health Department. All members in 
favor.

Cale Crain made a motion and was seconded by Terry Hickey to take $7,000 from 101-39000 to 
line 101-54110-790 for body Armor Equipment which is expiring.

Cale Crain made a motion and was seconded by Terry Hickey to move $7,000 from 122-39000 
to line 122-54150-499 to pay for the remaining body armor for deputies out of the drug find.

Discussion of fixing EMS building, ceiling drain pipe, place tin on ceiling, and insulation of attic 
of building. Mayor Sullivan to get pricing and fix issues.

Motion made by Cale Crain and was seconded by Terry Hodges to move $5,000 from 101-46835 
to line 101-52500-599 to pay for new printers for Van Buren County Clerk’s Office.



Meeting Adjourn: Motion made by Jordan Delong and seconded by Cale Crain. All members in 
favor.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Tabitha Denney brought forward action that needs to be taken to the 
Full Commission from the Committee A Meeting on January 13, 2025.

Grant application for a Rural HealthCare Resiliency Program (new Health Department, 100% 
grant)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to allow Summer Matthews to  
submit a Grant application for a Rural HealthCare Resiliency Program, 100% grant if awarded 
that would allow for a new Van Buren County Health Department. All agreed by voice vote. 
Motion passed. State of Tennessee Department of Health request for application as following: 







Budget Amendment for Body Armor Equipment ($7,000.00)
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Terry Hodges to approve taking $7,000.00 from 
101-39000 to line 101-54110-790 for body armor equipment. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget 
Amendment as following:
Budget Amendment for body armor for the Deputies
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve $7,000.00 from 122-
39000 to line 122-54150-499 to pay for the remaining body armor for deputies out of the Drug  
Fund.



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget 
Amendment as following:

Budget Amendment for County Clerk’s Office for new printers ($5,000.00) Earmark money
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Jordan Delong to approve to move $5,000.00 
from 101-46835 to line 101-52500-599 to pay for new printers. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget 
Amendment as following: 





Renewal for Joe Crosby on Planning Commission for a 4 year term, 2025-2029.
Jordan Delong made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve the renewal for Joe Crosby 
on the Planning Commission for a 4 yr. Term, 2025-2029. All approved by voice vote. Motion 
passed. The Planning Committee & terms as following:

Joe Crosby 11/2029
Diane Hodges 12/2025
Dusty Madewell 08/2026
Dewayne Brock 06/2026
Michael Chandler 12/2025
Sherry Wilson 08/2026
Terry Stewart 12/2025

Old Business
None

New Business
Rural HealthCare Resiliency Program Grant (Health Department)
Summer Matthews with the State of Tennessee was present at the Full Commission Meeting to 
explain the process and answering questions about applying for the Rural HealthCare Resiliency 
Program Grant for a New Health Department in Van Buren County. This Grant if awarded is a 
100% with no cost to the County. The Commission spoke about how much land that would be 
needed. Ms. Matthews shared with the Commission other County’s that were close to Van 
Buren County’s population, which included the size of building and rooms. The Full Commission 
set the size of building which was 1600 square feet with 6 clinic rooms, 2 dental rooms and a  
social room which would be optional. After much discussion on this matter, Terry Hickey made 
a motion, second by Michael Chandler to approve to go further with the application with the 
building being 6500 square feet. The deadline for the application is Friday, January 24, 2025 at 
2:00 p.m. The County will know by February 28, 2025 if the Grant was awarded.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for retirement Fund 101 ($132.00)
Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to approve these budget amendment as 
presented. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed. Budget 
Amendment as following: 





TTR (Tennessee Tire Recycling)
Tennessee Tire Recycling is prepared to accept all Van Buren County’s tire waste and divert it  
from landfills at the cost of $110 per ton. After discussion on this matter, Terry Hickey made a  
motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to approve to go with TTR at $110 per ton. All agreed by 
voice vote. Motion passed. Proposal as following: 



Resolution to form a Grant Committee in Van Buren County
The Full Commission has discussed forming a Grant Committee for Van Buren County consisting 
of 8 members with terms of 2 Years. This Committee’s responsibilities will include searching for 
State and Federal publicly funded grants while making them available to our local government. 
Michael Chandler made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve this Resolution

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  Tommy  Frady,  and  Cale  Crain  voted  yes.  Motion  passed. 
Resolution as following:





Courthouse Security Team (Sound Proofing Panels for the Courtroom)
Sheriff Michael  Brock was present requesting a budget amendment for sound proofing the 
Courtroom. The Courthouse Security Team meets annually to discuss the security and make 
recommendations and the last meeting it was brought forward the need for sound proofing the 
Courtroom. Sheriff Brock received a quote for 68 sound panels, hardware, and installation in 
the amount of $6,599.60. 

There is a percentage of Court cost that goes into Jail building and Court Security which goes 
into an earmark line item for this purpose. The budget amendment is to move $6,599.60 from 
39000 to 122-51800-335 drug fund. Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Michael Chandler 
to approve this budget amendment.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, 
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Cale Crain voted yes. Motion passed.

Changing the monthly County Commission Meeting Date
Commissioner Tabitha Denney is requesting changing the County Commission Meeting date. 
After  much  discussion  on  this  matter  Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael 
Chandler to change the County Commission Meeting from the 3rd Tuesday to the 3rd Monday of 
each month starting in March. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. 

Comments from Public
There were no comments from the Public. 

Adjournment
Terry Hickey made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to adjourn. All agreed by voice vote.  
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m.

 __________________________________ ____________________________________
Chairman Cale Crain County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


