
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on August 20, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at  
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken 
as recorded in Minute Book, “U”.  
   
Call to Order 
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order. 
 
Roll Call 
Members present:  Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Michael Woodlee. Tommy Frady was absent.
 
Also present:  Attorney Stacey Farmer was standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch, 
County Finance Director Heather Woodlee,  County Clerk Lisa Rigsby,  and Jay Williams with 
zoom and Several Citizens of Van Buren County. 
 
Prayer 
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer. 
 
Pledge 
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from the Meeting on July 16, 2024  
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve the Minutes from the July 
16, 2024 Meeting. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed. 
 
Approve/Disapprove: Quarterly Reports for April, May and June 2024 for the Ambulance, 
B.O.E., Clerk & Master, Hwy Dept., Sheriff’s Dept. and Solid Waste.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve all Quarterly Reports.
All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Approve/Disapprove: Committee A Report
Committee A Meeting
August 1, 2024

Roll Call: All members present but Terry Hickey

Approve/Disapprove: Move $2,100.00 form 101-39000 to 54150-499 and move $17,900.00 
from 101-39000 to 54150-718 totaling $20,000.00. Motion to approve by Jordan Delong and 
seconded by Terry Hodges. Roll call with all members in favor.

Approve/Disapprove: Move $3,240.00 from 39000 to 54110-338 to cover tires for the Sheriff’s 
Office. Motion to approve by Tabitha Denney and seconded Terry Hodges. Roll  call  with all 
members in favor.

Old Business

New Business: Sheriff Brock is requested to move $3,000.00 to be from 39000 to 54210-317 for 
software updates. This will  be a reoccurring yearly and will be placed in the Sheriff’s Office 



budget. Motion to approve by Tabitha Denney and seconded by Jordan Delong. Roll Call with all  
members in favor.

Meeting  Adjourn: Motion  made  by  Terry  Hodges  and  seconded  by  Tabitha  Denney.  All 
members in favor.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Cale Crain brought forward action that needs to be taken from the 
Full Commission from the Committee A Meeting on August 1, 2024.

Budget Amendment: Move $2,100.00 from 101-39000 to 54110-499 and move $17,900.00 
from 101-39000 to 54110-718 totaling $20,000.00 for Sheriff’s Department Vehicle.
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve to Move $2,100.00 from 
101-39000  to  54110-499  and  move  $17,900.00  from  101-39000  to  54110-718  totaling 
$20,000.00 for Sheriff’s Department Vehicle.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Motion  passed. 
Budget Amendment as following: 



 



Budget Amendment: Move $3,240.00 from 39000 to 54110-338 to cover tires for the Sheriff’s  
Office.
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve to move $3,240.00 from 
39000 to 54110-338 to cover tires for the Sheriff’s Office.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Motion  passed. 
Budget Amendment as following: 



Budget Amendment: Move $3,000.00 from 39000 to 54210-317 for software updates.
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Terry Hodges to approve to move $3,000.00 to from 
39000 to 54210-317 for software updates.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Motion  passed. 
Budget Amendment as following: 



Old Business
None

New Business
Capital Projects Fund 171 (Balance left is $29,072.07) ARP Funds needs to be closed out by 
December 2024.
Finance Director Heather Woodlee explained to the Full Commission that the ARP money needs 
to be closed out by December 2024 and is  requesting to transfer this  money from Capital 
Projects  Fund  to  Fund  Balance.  Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Michael 
Chandler to approve this transfer. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  Kenny  Smith,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Motion  passed. 
Transfer as following: 
Notary Renewal for Dana Renee Guy
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve the notary renewal 
for Dana Renee Guy. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Committee A Report under New Business



Committee A Meeting
August 19, 2024

Roll call: All members present.

Discussion: 
(A) Discussed  the  upcoming  open enrollment  for  the  New Health  Insurance  for  County 

Employees.
(B) Discussed bids on the jails new water heater.

Old Business:

New Business: 
County Investments: Beth Simmons with the Trustee’s Office came in front of the Committee 
to request to go forward with doing more investments for the County. Motion made to approve 
by Tabitha Denney and seconded by Terry Hickey. Roll call with all members in favor.

Purchase of New Litter Grant truck: Motion was made by Tabitha Denney to go forward with 
using ARP money to purchase the County a new Litter Grant truck through the State Contract.  
Seconded by Jordan Delong with all members in favor.

Meeting Adjourn: Motion by Terry Hodges and seconded by Tabitha Denney. All members in 
favor.
 _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee A Chairman Cale Crain brought forward action that needs to be taken from the 
Full Commission from the August 19, 2024 Committee A Meeting.

New Health Insurance for County Employees (McGriff Insurance)
Finance Director Heather Woodlee explained to the Full Commission that the Insurance Broker 
the County currently has now, she has found out that we as the County have not been ACA 



(Affordable Care Act) compliant. Mrs. Woodlee stated, “They have us listed as a small business  
under 50 employees and that is not the case.” “We have more than 50 full-time employees plus 
they are not counting our part-time equivalent hours.” Director Woodlee contacted McGriff 
Insurance and for the County to be ACA compliant the County will have to pay extra dollars per 
employee  per  month.  The  McGriff  Insurance  would  be  the  same  plan  as  the  County’s  
employees have now but the County employee would pay less and the County would be paying 
more to be ACA compliant. After much discussion on this matter Mrs. Woodlee would like the 
Commission to consider changing the County’s Health Insurance to McGriff Insurance instead of 
the Broker we currently have so we will be ACA compliant. Cale Crain made a motion, seconded 
by Tabitha Denney to go forward with McGriff Insurance instead of our current Broker.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to any yes 
vote. Motion passed. Agent of Record Appointment as following: 
 





Trustee Beth Simmons; County Investments
Trustee Beth Simmons attended the Committee A Meeting requesting to go forward with doing 
more investments  for  the County.  After  discussion on this  matter by the Full  Commission, 
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve for the Trustee to 
go forward with doing more investments for the County. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed. 

Purchase of New Litter Grant Truck (ARP money in the amount of $29,072.07)
Committee  A  approved  using  the  ARP  money  to  purchase  a  new  litter  grant  truck.  After 
discussion with the Full Commission, Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee 
to approve to purchase a new Litter Grant Truck.  

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed. 

Trustee Beth Simmons was present at the Commission Meeting to present the Trustee’s end 
of Fiscal Year Financial Report for any questions or concerns. Report as following: 





Piney Convenience Center, Solicit bids for a 36x30 pole barn
The County has a bid on a pole barn for the Piney Convenience Center but Commissioners Cale 
Crain and Tabitha Denney think it will be too large for the Solid Waste Truck to get in and out.  
After discussion, Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Cale Crain to approve to solicit 
bids out on a 36x30 Pole Barn. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Rocky River Convenience Center, Cover Carport 20x20
Rocky River Convenience Center has no cover over the Garbage container or for the Workers 
that work there. The County has a 20x20 carport and has someone that will take it down and  
reassemble it for the Convenience Center in the amount of $500.00. Michael Woodlee made a 
motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve to move the carport to Rocky River for the workers  
and the garbage container to be covered. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.

Any comments from the Public.
None

Adjournment
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to adjourn. All agreed by voice vote. 
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.

 _________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


