
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

 
The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on April 16, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. at 
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken 
as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 
  
Call to Order
Deputy Cameron Clendenon called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Members present:  Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee.

Also present:  Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Attorney Stacey Farmer, 
County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby, and Jay Williams with zoom and Several  
Citizens of Van Buren County.

Prayer
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from the Meeting on March 19, 2024 as printed.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve the Minutes from the March 
19, 2024 Meeting. All agreed by voice vote, 0-opposed. Motion passed. 

Approve/Disapprove: From Committee B
Committee B Meeting
April 11, 2024

Roll Call: All members were in attendance except Michael Woodlee

Piney  Convenience  Center  and  Used  Automotive  Fluid  Center:  Committee  B  discussed 
advertising two bids. One is for concrete pad 6”x12’x70’ with rebar and fiber. The second one is  
for a 14’x40’x40’ pole barn. Michael Chandler made a motion for Committee B to proceed with 
advertising those bids. It was seconded by Kenny Smith and all members were in favor.

New  Veterans  Officer: Committee  B  received  three  applications  for  the  Veterans  Officer 
position.  Applications  will  be  reviewed,  and  applicants  will  be  asked  to  come back  for  an 
interview. Committee B scheduled the interview for April 18 at 6 p.m.

New Business: Sheriff Brock brought to Committee B’s attention 5 patrol cars needing to be 
removed and disposed of. Sheriff Brock presented two options to the Committee. First was to 
sell them online through Gov Deals. He mentioned it would take time, resources, and money to 
get these vehicles ready to auction. Also, there is no guarantee of how much they would bring.  
Second was to take the vehicles to the scrap yard. Sheriff Brock contacted Scotts Auto Salvage 
in Sparta, TN. They gave him an estimation the vehicles would bring $2,200.00. It would cost  
Sheriff Brock $200.00 to get them hauled to the salvage yard. Sheriff Brock would go to the 
salvage yard and witness them being crushed. Michael Chandler made a motion to allow the 



vehicles to be taken off to the scrap yard. Kenny Smith seconded the motion, and all members 
were in favor.

Adjourn: A motion was made by Michael Chandler to adjourn the meeting and was seconded 
by Kenny Smith. All members were in favor.

 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee B Chairman Dusty Madewell brought forward action that needs to be taken by the 
Full Commission from the Committee B Meeting on April 11, 2024.

Piney Convenience Center and Used Automotive Fluid Center
Committee B passed a motion on advertising bids on a concrete pad 6”x12’x70’with rebar and 
fiber and also a 14’x40’x40’ pole barn. Commissioner Dusty Madewell made a motion, second 
by Michael Chandler to solicit these 2 bids out. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion 
passed.  Line item details for Convenience Center Grant & Used Automotive Fluid Recycling 
Center Grant for information only as following: 





New Veterans Officer
There were 3 applications received for the new Veterans Officer. No action was taken on this 
matter  by  the  Full  Commission.  A  Committee  B  Meeting  was  set  for  interviews  from  the 
applicants.

The Sheriff’s Department (Disposal of old patrol cars)
Sheriff Michael Brock attended the Committee B Meeting requesting disposal of 5 patrol cars 
that were beyond repair. Sheriff Brock presented two options to the Committee. One was to list 
them online through Gov. Deals and the second option was to take the vehicles to Scotts Auto 
Salvage in Sparta and have them crushed. Mr. Brock received an estimate of $2,200.00 and it 
would take $200.00 to have the vehicle hauled to the scrap yard. Sheriff Brock will witness the 
vehicles being crushed. Dusty Madewell made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to allow 
Sheriff Brock to go ahead with his plans to take the vehicles to the salvage yard. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 

Approve/Disapprove: From Committee A
Committee A Meeting Minutes
April 11, 2024

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call: Everyone was present.
3. Approval/Disapprove: Private Act No. 38
a. Motion made by Hickey to approve and move on to Full Commission for approval. This 

was seconded by Hodges. Roll Call: All members were in favor.
4. Approval/Disapprove: Budget Amendment 

     Fund 122-39000 to Fund 122-58400: $100.00 Trustee Commission
Motion to approve by Hickey, seconded by Denney. Roll Call: All members are in favor.

5. Approve/Disapprove: Budget Amendment
Fund 120-39000 to 120-58400: $150.00 Trustee Commission
Motion to approve by Denney, seconded by Hodges. Roll Call: All members are in favor.

6. Approve/Disapprove: Budget Amendment
Fund 118-39000 to 118-55130: $3000.00 Trustee Commission
Motion made to approve by Denney and seconded by Hickey. Roll Call: All members are 
in favor.

7. Approve/Disapprove: Budget Amendment
Fund 116-39000 to 116-55732: $2000.00 Trustee Commission
Motion made to approve by Denney and seconded by Hodges. Roll Call: All members are 
in favor.

8. Approve/Disapprove: Budget Amendment
Fund 112-39000 to 112-58400: $240.00 Trustee Commission
Motion made to approve by Delong and seconded by Hickey. Roll Call: All members are 
in favor.

9. Approve/Disapprove: Budget Amendment
Fund 101-39000 to 101-58400: $10,000.00 Trustee Commission
Motion made to approve by Hodges and seconded by Denney. Roll Call: All members are 
in favor.



10. No Old Business
11. New Business

a. Ambulance Service
• A request was made to accept a particle payment in the amount of $569.00 to be  
paid by the child of a deceased patient for the ambulance service. Motion was made 
to accept the payment of $569.00 by Denney and seconded by Hickey. Roll call: All 
members are in favor.
• It was presented to the Committee to write-off old unpaid debt of services that 
have been sent to collection and that are still unpaid for several years. Motion was 
made to write-off all deceased accounts and collect all account from years 2022-
2024 by Denney and seconded by Hickey. Roll call: All members were in favor.

b. Sheriff’s Office
• Budget  Amendment  to  cover  overtime for  overtime reimbursement:  Full  101-
44170 $871.16 to 101-54110-187.  Motion was made to approve by Denney and 
seconded by Hodges. Roll call: All members were in favor.

12. Motion to adjourn meeting by Denney and seconded by Hickey.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Cale Crain brought forward action that needs to be taken by the Full  
Commission from the Committee A Meeting on April 11, 2024.

Private Act No. 38 & Resolution
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve the Private Act as well as  
the Resolution. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Private Act No. 38 & Resolution as following: 







Budget Amendment Trustee Commission
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Chandler to approve the budget amendment 
of Fund 122-39000 to Fund 122-58400-510 $100.00 Trustee Commission.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget amendment as following: 



Budget Amendment Trustee Commission
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve budget amendment of  
Fund 120-39000 to 120-58400-510 $150.00 Trustee Commission. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 



Budget Amendment Trustee Commission
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve budget amendment of 
Fund 118-39000 to 118-55130-510 $3,000.00, Trustee Commission.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 



Budget Amendment Trustee Commission
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve the budget amendment 
of Fund 116-39000 to 116-55732-510 $2,000.00, Trustee Commission

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 



Budget Amendment Trustee Commission
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Terry Hodges to approve budget amendment of Fund 
112-39000 to 112-58400-510 $240.00, Trustee Commission

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 

Budget Amendment Trustee Commission



Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Michael Woodlee to approve budget amendment of  
Fund 101-39000 to 101-58400-510 $10,000.00 Trustee Commission.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 



Ambulance Service (approve or disapprove to accept a particle payment)
A request was made to the EMS to accept a particle payment in the amount of $569.00 to be 
paid by the child of a deceased patient for the ambulance service.  After discussion on this  
matter, Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Terry Hodges for the County to write  
this amount off completely.

Upon  roll  call:  Michael  Chandler,  Cale  Crain,  Terry  Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell  and  Michael 
Woodlee voted yes. Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Kenny Smith and Tommy 
Frady voted no. 5-Yes votes, 5-No votes. No changes to any yes votes. This was a dead lock. 

Jordan  Delong  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Kenny  Smith  to  accept  the  $569.00  particle 
payment.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Kenny Smith 
and Tommy Frady voted yes. Cale Crain, Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell and Michael Woodlee 
voted no. 6-yes votes, 4-no votes. Motion passed.

Ambulance Service (Write-off of old unpaid debt)
EMS Director Tiwanna Bricker was present at the Full Commission Meeting requesting approval  
for a write-off of old unpaid debt of services that have been sent to collection and they are still  
unpaid. Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve to write-off all  
deceased accounts and to collect all account from years 2022-2024. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Tommy Frady voted yes. Michael Woodlee voted 
no. 9-yes votes, 1-no vote. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed . For the record write-
off’s as following: Total of $224,102.83















Budget Amendment Sheriff’s Department (TBI reimbursement for overtime)
Cale Crain made a motion, seconded Kenny Smith to approve budget amendment of Fund 101-
44170 $871.16 to 101-54110-187. 



Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty Madewell,  Kenny Smith,  Tommy Frady, and Michael Woodlee voted yes.  No 
changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 



Old Business
Watson’s Construction (Masonic Building)
County Mayor David Sullivan has tried many attempts to contact Watson’s Construction to have 
them to finish work at the Masonic Building in the bottom unit and has had no response. Mayor 
Sullivan is requesting approval for the County Attorney to send Mr. Watson a certified letter. 
Michael Chandler made a motion, seconded by Cale Crain to authorize the County Attorney to 



send Watson’s Construction a certified Letter giving him 30 days to response. All approved by 
voice vote. Motion passed.

New Business
Proposed Collection Policy
EMS  Director  Tiwanna  Bricker  was  present  requesting  approval  for  an  updated  Collection 
Policy. After much discussion on this matter, Cale Crain made a motion, second by Tabitha 
Denney  to  approve  the  Policy  as  presented.  All  agreed  by  voice  vote.  0-opposed.  Motion 
passed. Collection Policy as following: 



Any comments from the General Public
None

Adjournment
Michael Woodlee made a motion, seconded by Cale Crain to adjourn. All agreed by voice vote. 
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m.



 __________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


