
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on November 21, 2023 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was 
taken as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 

Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Members present:  Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, 
Terry  Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  and  Michael  Woodlee.   Kenny  Smith  and  Brick  Wall  were 
absent.

Also present:  County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk 
Lisa Rigsby, Jay Williams with zoom and Several Citizens of Van Buren County.

Prayer
Dusty Madewell led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval/Disapprove: Minutes from the October 17, 2023 and September 19, 2023 Meeting.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve the Minutes from the October 
17, 2023 and September 19, 2023 Meetings. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Approval/Disapprove: Quarterly Reports for July, August and September for Highway Dept,  
Clerk & Master, Solid Waste, Sheriff’s Dept, Ambulance, and Board of Education.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve all Quarterly Reports. All  
agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. For the record: The Commission would like 
the Mayor’s Office to date the day that the Quarterly Reports were received. 

Approve/Disapproval: Tennessee Notary Public for Delina Colvard.
Jordan Delong made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the Notary Public for 
Delina Colvard. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Approval/Disapproval: Committee A Report
Committee A Meeting
November 3, 2023

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call: Everyone was present
3. Discuss on Solid Waste Grants from Mayor Sullivan.

a. The Solid Waste Grants have been updated, reviewed, and resent to the State.
4. Old business

a. No old business



5. New Business
a. Presented to the board to change Steve Cope’s position from Truck Driver to Truck 

driver/Solid Waste Manager. This new position would put Mr. Cope over the Solid 
Waste Trucks, the Convenience Center areas, along with the Convenience Center 
Staff.  With  this  new  responsibility  comes  with  a  pay  adjustment.  Starting  on 
December 1, 2023, this position pay will be increased by four dollars. The motion to 
approve was made by Tabitha Denney and seconded by Terry Hodges. All members 
are in favor.

b. The Ambulance service will be repairing a garage door for $640.00.
c. An Amendment  to  Contract  by  and between Putnam County  Juvenile  Detention 

Center and Van Buren County. Van Buren County will now be paying $175.00 dollars  
per day for each Juvenile detained. Motion was made by Terry Hickey and seconded 
by Terry Hodges. All members are in favor.

d. Presented to the board to adapt a  maintenance request  form to be used by all  
departments and areas that the County maintenance worker maintains. These forms 
are being used to keep track of all maintenance needing to be done throughout the 
County. These forms will be sent to all departments and will need to be turned into 
the County Mayors office when maintenance is requested.

e. A  budget  amendment  was  requested  by  the  County  Sheriff’s  office  to  move 
$14,921.00 from fund 101-39000 to 101-46290. This is a public safety grant and is  
also  a  100% grant.  The  motion was  made by  Tabitha  Denney  and seconded by 
Jordan Delong. All members are in favor.

6. Motion to adjourn meeting by Tabitha Denney and seconded by Terry Hickey.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Cale Crain brought forward action that needs to be taken by the Full  
Commission from the November 3, 2023 Meeting.

Discussion on Solid Waste Grants
No action taken by  the  Full  Commission.  Information only,  Letter  about  the  Convenience 
Center Grant as following: 



Truck Driver/Solid Waste Manager, Steve Cope
Committee A changed Steve Cope’s job position from Truck driver to Truck driver/Solid Waste 
Manager and with this  new position,  Mr.  Cope would be over the Solid  Waste trucks,  the 



Convenience Center areas, along with the Convenience center staff. This new position will come 
with a pay adjustment starting December 1, 2023 and with a pay increase of $4.00. Cale Crain 
made a motion, second by Jordan Delong to approve this change of position and pay increase of 
$4.00. 

Upon roll call: Michael Woodlee, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry 
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.
 
Ambulance Service, repairing garage door in the amount of $640.00 (information only)
Using money within their budget for this repair.

Amendment to Contract by and between Putnam County Juvenile Detention Center and Van 
Buren County.
Van Buren County will now be paying $175.00 per day for each Juvenile detained. Cale Crain 
made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve the Amended Contract.  

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges,  Dusty  Madewell,  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Motion  passed.  Contract  as 
following: 



Maintenance Request forms (Information only)



The maintenance request forms will be used for all departments and areas that the County 
maintenance worker maintains. The forms will be turned into the County Mayor’s office when 
maintenance is required so the Full Commission can keep track of all maintenance that needs to 
be done throughout the County. 

Budget Amendment thru the Sheriff’s Office for a TCI Grant ($14,921.00) 
This is a TCI Grant and is a 100% Training Grant. Cale Crain made a motion, second by Michael  
Woodlee to approve as presented.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed. Budget Amendment 
as presented: 



Any questions from the General Public



Van  Buren  County  Imagination  Library  Database  Manager  Lisa  Cope  was  present  at  the 
Commission Meeting to explain the current situation of funds needed to ensure this project will  
carry on. No action taken was taken by the Full Commission.  Mrs. Cope is returning before the  
next  Fiscal  Year’s  budget  to  inquire  about  a  donation  from  the  County.  Information  as 
following:  







Old Business
None

New Business
Van Buren County Clerk Lisa Rigsby is asking for a budget amendment within her Budget using 
Earmark money (3.00 title earmark). Mrs. Rigsby is asking for approval to move $1,150.00 from 
line item 52500-599 to the following line items in the amount of:
52500-106 $1,000.00

212         14.50
210                 4.00
204               70.00
201               62.00

Totaling    1,150.50

Tabitha  Denney  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Chandler  to  approve  this  budget 
amendment.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.

Fall Creek Falls Fire Departments Truck Repair
Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Chandler  to  approve  this  budget 
amendment as present. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry  
Hodges, Dusty Madewell and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed. VFIS claim check and 
Budget amendment as following: 





Adjournment
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to adjourn. All agreed by voice 
vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m.



 ______________________________________ ____________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


