
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on August 15, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken
as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 

Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Members present:  Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges,
Kenny  Smith,  and  Brick  Wall.  Jordan  Delong,  Dusty  Madewell  and  Michael  Woodlee  were
absent.

Also present:  County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk
Lisa Rigsby, Jay Williams with zoom and Several Citizens of Van Buren County.

Prayer
Sheriff Michael Brock led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approve/Disapprove: Minutes from the June 27, 2023 and July 6, 2023 Meeting
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve the Minutes from the June 27,
2023 and July 6, 2023 Meetings. All approve by voice vote. Motion carried.

Approve/Disapprove:  Quarterly  Reports  for  April,  May  and  June  from  Ambulance,  Solid
Waste, Sheriff, Clerk & Master, and Board of Education & Highway Department.
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to approve the Quarterly Reports for April,
May and June from the Ambulance, Solid Waste, Sheriff’s Department, Clerk & Master, Board of
Education and the Highway Department. All approve by voice vote. Motion passed.

Acknowledge letter from Comptroller’s Office
After the County’s Budget was passed by the Full Commission in July the Tennessee Comptroller
of  the  Treasury  sent  a  letter  to  Mayor  David  Sullivan  and  the  Full  Commission.  This  is
acknowledgement receipt of a certified copy of the Fiscal Year 2024 budget. For the record: 











Committee B Report
Committee B Meeting
August 1, 2023

Roll Call: All Members except Brick Wall were in attendance

Discuss Location of Fuel Tanks with Sheriff Brock: All Members present and Sheriff Brock went
and viewed the proposed location for the fuel  tanks. We decided that they would be best
located on the North side of  the building behind the gated area.  The members ask Mayor
Sullivan to pull some more information together to have a better idea of cost and specs of this
project.

New Business: Sheriff Brock brought to the Committees attention of some limbs hanging to
close to the fence. He said they are not causing a problem right now but it would probably be in
our best interest to look into cutting them at some point. Michael Woodless made a motion to
look into getting them cut.  A second was made by Michael Chandler. All  members were in
favor.

Meeting  Adjourned: A  motion  was  made  by  Michael  Woodlee  and  seconded  by  Michael
Chandler. All members were in favor.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Committee B location for Fuel Tanks
Committee B members and Sheriff Brock viewed the proposed location for the Fuel tanks and
decided that the best location would be on the North side of the building behind the gated
area. Committee B wants Mayor David Sullivan to pull some more information together to have
a better idea of the cost and specs for this project. Project being for the County to provide Fuel
for  all  County vehicles with the prospect  of  saving on Fuel  cost.  Mayor Sullivan thinks the
County can save 27 cents on the gallon if not more with the Mayor stating, “We will need to get
3 different bids but I  think this will  be beneficial for the County in the end.” Commissioner
Tabitha Denney stated, “She would have to have something on paper with the breakdown of
the  cost  for  now and the breakdown with  the  change  to  actually  see  the  savings  for  the
County.” 

After much discussion on this matter, Terry Hodges made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney
to approve the location for the Fuel tanks. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Approve/Disapprove: Repairs for the Solid Waste Truck
The Repair on the Solid Waste Truck has been approved 3 different times but the price keeps
rising. This bid that was received through the Mayor’s Office: 

Date: 08-08-2023
This bid is with McAlister Mobile Service with Labor cost at $75.00 hr. 
Estimated time is 12 hrs. 
The total - $900.00. 
Estimate does not include any shop supply or lub oil and grease to complete the job.

Michael Chandler made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve this as presented. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Kenny
Smith, and Brick Wall voted yes. Motion passed.



Approve/Disapprove: 3 Star Annual Fiscal Letter
No action was taken.

Old Business
None

New Business
Revised Budget for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 (Highway Department)
The previous 2023-2024 Budget that had passed in July 2023 needs to be revised in 46420 State
Aid Projects in the amount of 2.6 Million. Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain
to approve in 131 Highway Public Works in line 46420-State Aid Projects which was listed as
$10,000.00 in the previous budget that had passed to be changed to 2.6 Million.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Kenny
Smith, and Brick Wall voted yes. Motion passed. Letter & Revised Budget as following: 

















Trustee Beth Simmons (Financial Report) Information only for the record:







Trustee’s Office (Updated Personnel Policy & Budget Amendment)











Trustee  Beth  Simmons  was  present  at  the  Full  Commission  requesting  a  change  with  the
Trustee’s Personnel Policy changes being made to the hours in the work week going from 37.5
to 40 hours per week. Mrs. Simmons’ Deputy Trustee will be paid a regular weekly salary which
covers all hours worked up to 40 hours weekly. The office will be open to the public from 8:00
a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday. Her Deputy will have a set schedule and may report to
work from 7:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. depending on the needs of the Office. Trustee Simmons is
requesting  a  budget  amendment  to  the  Deputy  Expenditures  line  item  52400-106  in  the
amount of  $1,852.00 from the Trustee’s  Commissions  Revenue line item 45610-101 in  the
amount  of  $1,852.00  for  additional  time worked  due  to  amended work  day/week  for  the
Deputy Trustee. Mrs. Simmons stated, “It’s my understanding, Mr. Upchurch, is that Federal
Law on an 8 hour work day they can be paid for a lunch period.” County Attorney Howard
Upchurch said that is correct. Trustee Simmons stated, “If she works 8-4 that’s 8 hours and
currently she is only getting paid for 7.5 hours.” Commissioner Tabitha Denney stated, “The
$1,852.00 will  be coming out for next year and that is just like a pay raise.” Mrs. Simmons
replied, “That CTAS has told her in her job to take care of the public and take care of her
employee because if something happens my employee is the first defense in my absentee.”
Commission Denney explained, “That the County Commissions job is to take care of everyone
fairly and to save money.” After much discussion on this matter Cale Crain made a motion,
second by Michael Chandler to not approve at this time. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Kenny
Smith and Brick Wall voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed

Trustee’s Office: Collection of School/October Commission. 
Trustee Beth Simmons sent a courtesy notice to the Van Buren Board of Education that begins
in Fiscal Year 2023 that the Trustee’s Office will begin the collection of School and/or October
Commissions. This is a new Commission that will begin in September and continue through May
each Fiscal Year. Trustee Simmons stated that the Trustee’s office is doing all they can do to
bring in more Revenue to the County. This is the only thing that can be done that’s not being
done currently is to take in these Commissions. The Budget Committee ask for this to be put on
hold, should this come up again it will be in the minutes that the leg work has already been
done and the Department has been notified. The amounts listed could change as they do with
tax  rates.  Mrs.  Simmons  states  that  to  her  understanding  through  CTAS  and  the  County
Attorney she doesn’t need approval to take in this Commission but at the request of the Budget
Committee it has been put on hold. She ask if any of the Commissioners had any questions.
Commissioner  Tabitha  Denney  wanted  everyone  to  know  the  reason  that  the  Budget
Committee decided not to take these Commissions at this time because the Budget that just
passed the Commission took $181,000.00 from the School System but is in good standing with
the Maintenance of Effort. (MOE) The Budget Committee felt that $181,000.00 was enough at
this time and didn’t want to cut them deeper. No action was taken on this matter. Collection of
School/October Commission for the record:









Health Department (Grant, remodeling project)
Angela Slaven was present at the Meeting to give an update on the remodeling project at the
Health Department. Ms. Slaven had noticed that the numbers were not budgeted correctly in
the  Fiscal  Year  23/24  Budget  that  passed  in  July  2023  with  the  amount  in  Grant  funding
$370,000.00. She had spoken to the Finance Director Heather Woodlee and she had entered
$295,000.00 for the Funds that were approved in October and also added $75,000.00 which
was an old Grant amount that was granted in 2022 under the old Administration, which had
expired in March. The amount should have been $229,000.00 because it was approved in May
2023 with the total amount being $524,000.00 for the project. Ms.  Slaven is requesting an
amendment in contract & Government Services. Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by
Cale Crain to approve for the Health Department line 55110-309 current amount before was
$370,000.00 and that needs to be changed to $524,000.00.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Kenny
Smith and Brick Wall voted yes. Motion passed.

Notary Renewals (Kathy Ann Moore & Iwalani Anderson)
Terry Hodges made a motion, second by Brick Wall to approve the notary renewals for Kathy
Ann Moore and Iwalani Anderson. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Re-appointment for the Library Board
The  Library  Board  Director  Jane  Coffey  sent  a  letter  requesting  3  board  members  re-
appointments and their new terms will start July 1, 2023. Listed as following: Linda Hilliard,
Phyllis  Sullivan,  and Shirley Cummings.  Michael  Chandler  made a motion, second by Kenny
Smith to approve as presented. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Library Board as following for the record:
Jane Coffey Library Director
Linda Hilliard Secretary
Phyllis Sullivan Board Chair
Shirley Cummings Board Vice-Chair

Van Buren County Historical and Heritage Museum
The Van Buren County Historical  and Heritage Museum sent a letter requesting that Jimmy
Hodges be approved as a board member by the County Commission per the guidelines set forth
by the Museum. Mr. Hodges term would begin in September 2023. Cale Crain made a motion,
second by Terry Hodges to approve as presented. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Mayor David Sullivan addressed the Citizens of Van Buren County
The County Mayor wanted to address the Citizens of the County and explain why the pennies
were taken from the School System. The term “Maintenance of Effort,” often shortened to
“MOE,” refers to the requirement placed upon many federally funded grant programs
that  the  State Education Agency  (SEA)  and  Local  Education  Agencies  (LEA)
demonstrate that the level of local and State funding remains relatively constant from
year to year. Mayor Sullivan explained the reason for the County taking the pennies
from the School System was because the County is over its MOE and it keeps growing
every year so this was decided so it would slow down the numbers.



Adjournment
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to adjourn. All  agreed by voice vote.
Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m.

 ____________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


