
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on June 27, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken
as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 

Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Members present:   Cale Crain,  Jordan Delong,  Tabitha Denney,  Terry Hickey,  Terry Hodges,
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee. Michael Chandler was absent.

Also present:  County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk
Lisa Rigsby and Several Citizens of Van Buren County.

Prayer
Commissioner Dusty Madewell led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes of Meeting on May 16, 2023 as printed.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve the Minutes from the May 16,
2023 meeting. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Quarterly  Reports  for  January,  February,  and  March  (Ambulance  Service,  Solid  Waste,
Sheriff’s Department, Clerk & Master, Board of Education. & the Highway Department.)
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Jordan Delong to approve the Quarterly Reports
for January, February, and March for the Ambulance Service, Solid Waste, Sheriff’s Dept. Clerk
& Master, Board of Education and the Highway Department. All agreed by voice vote. Motion
passed.

Committee A Report
Reclaim old strip pit at Landfill Road off Old State Hwy 111. Federal money with no charge to
Van Buren County.
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve to reclaim old strip pit at
Landfill Road off Old State Hwy 111 with Federal money with no charge to Van Buren County.
All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for Electricity to be moved from 39000 (General Fund) to 101-58000-415.
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the budget amendment for
electricity to be moved from 39000 to 101-58000-415 in the amount of $9,500.00. All agreed by
voice vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:



Van  Buren  County  to  do  SRO  Officer  for  the  Elementary  School  and  High  School  with
$150,000.00 State Grant.
The City of Spencer has relinquish authority of providing SRO Officers for the Elementary School
and the High School and Sheriff Michael Brock has agreed to provide SRO officers to the Schools
with a $150,000.00 State Grant. Cale Crain made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to amend
this per Comptroller’s that we need to add in the $150,000.00 on this State Grant into the
existing budget and Van Buren County is to do an SRO Officer for the Elementary School and
High School with $150,000.00 State Grant.

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.



Sheriff Michael Brock presented to the Full Commission the Memorandum of Understanding
between Van Buren County,  Van Buren County Sheriff’s  Office and Van Buren County High
School & Elementary School. Sheriff Brock and Director of Schools Cheryl Cope has signed the
original and this will be sent to the State tomorrow. Memorandum of Understanding for the
record: 





















Grant for Solid Waste Sanitation Equipment. Grant is $200,000.00 with 10% match for Van
Buren County.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve the Grant for Solid Waste
Sanitation Equipment in the amount of $200,000.00 with a 10% match for the County. 

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.



Van Buren County to run on a Continuing Budget starting on the new fiscal year, July 1, 2023.
(Committee A will meet at a later date to approve the budget.)  Ben Rodgers with CTAS said a
Resolution is no longer needed for a Continuing Budget.
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Terry Hodges to approve to run on a Continuing Budget
starting on the new fiscal year July 1, 2023. 

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to any yes
vote. Motion passed.

Committee B Reports
Committee B Meeting 
June 19, 2023 

Roll Call:  All members were in attendance   

Approve/Disapprove Repair AC unit at Old Burritt College Building: 
Mayor Sullivan informed the committee that the bids for this probably would exceed $10,000. 
He will have to bid the job out and then bring the issue back to this committee. A motion was 
made by Michael Woodlee to table this issue until Mayor Sullivan can get bids together. A 
second motion was made by Michael Chandler. All members were in favor.  

Approve/Disapprove VBC to do SRO under line item of Sheriff Department Budget: 
This would be paid for from a $150,000 grant. A motion was made by Michael Woodlee to 
approve it. It was seconded by Kenny Smith. All members were in favor.  

Approve/Disapprove $600 to pump the septic tank at the AG Building: 
The $600 would be used to pump the septic tank at the AG Building. It has to be pumped to 
move forward with the installation of the grinder pump. A motion was made by Brick Wall to 
approve. A second was made by Kenny Smith. All members were in favor.  

Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Michael Woodlee and seconded by Brick Wall. All members 
were in favor. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee B Chairman Dusty Madewell brought forward action that needs to be taken by the
Full Commission from the Committee B Meeting on June 19, 2023.

Repair A.C. unit at the Burritt College Building. Will have bids at a later date for 5 ton unit.
Mayor  David  Sullivan received 4  bids on the repair  for  the A.C.  unit  at  the Burritt College
Building  and  all  4  bids  exceeded  $10,000.00.  Committee  B  tabled  this  matter  until  Mayor
Sullivan could run ads in the paper to receive more bids to take back to Committee B for
approval. No action taken by the full Commission on this matter.

$600.00 to pump septic tank at AG Learning Center. (This will need to be done so Skyler can
install a Grinder Pump)
Dusty Madewell made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the $600.00 to be
used to pump the septic tank at the AG Learning Center.

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to any yes
vote. Motion passed.



New Personnel policy for Van Buren County Trustee’s Office.
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Dusty Madewell to approve the new Personnel
Policy for the Trustee’s Office. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed. Trustee’s Personnel
Policy as following:







Old Business
None



New Business
Solid Waste fee for Bruce Corvin 49 C and R Lane Spencer, Tn 38585
Bruce Corvin submitted a letter of appeal to be excluded from the Solid Waste fee of $7.00 for
the following reason: He is tearing down an old trailer and the electricity will be used for a barn.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to table this to look at the address and
make sure this is what is going on. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Budget Amendment for the School System Fund 141 & 143
Director  of  Schools  Cheryl  Cope  was  present  at  the  Meeting  requesting
Adjustments/Amendments for 141 General Purpose Fund and 143 Child Nutrition Fund. Tabitha
Denney  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  the  amendments  as
presented. 

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.  Budget
Amendments as following: 











Wheels for sale from the Trash Truck in the amount of $450.00
Chairman Terry Hickey explained there is a set of wheels that come off of the Trash Truck and
he has had a bid of $450.00, they are at the Convenience Center and he is requesting approval
for the sale of these wheels in the amount of $450.00.  County Attorney Howard Upchurch
stated they could be sold without a bid. Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Cale Crain
to approve the sale of the wheels in the amount of $450.00.

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.

Convenience Center in the Piney Community, Grants for purchase of land and equipment.
Mayor  David  Sullivan  and  the  Commission  have  been  looking  for  land  to  purchase  for  a
Convenience Center in the Piney Community. Mayor Sullivan has been working with Lisa Luck,
Van  Buren  County’s  Solid  Waste  Planner  from  UCDD  on  a  Grant  for  purchasing  land  and
equipment for this Convenience Center. Mayor Sullivan has found land in the Piney Community
for the location of the Convenience Center off of Old State Hwy 111. He is requesting approval
for the purchase of this land from the Full Commission. After much discussion on this matter
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the purchase of 1 plus
acres at  6049 Old State Hwy 111 in  Spencer,  TN,  Map 067 with Van Buren County paying
$7,500.00 per acre, paying for a survey, all Attorney fees, Roll back taxes, with AT&T having an
easement  to their  property  that  is  leased and part  of  the road being  maintenance by the
County and right of way to the Old Landfill is South corner to the bottom of the hill.

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed. 

Mayor Sullivan stated, “Committee B will have to meet after the meeting to get this process
started with Lisa Luck from UCDD to be able to get the Grant, “We are down to the deadline but
we have been searching.” County Attorney Howard Upchurch will be drawing up a contract on
this purchase of Land. The Convenience Center purchase and information on the Grant from
TDEC as following:





Budget Amendment Solid Waste Fund 116
A budget amendment is needed in Solid waste In the amount of $15,000.00 to pay Capital
Waste.  Cale  Crain  made  a  motion,  second  by  Michael  Woodlee  to  approve  this  budget
amendment as presented. 

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Motion passed.  Budget
Amendment as following:





New Revenue Codes for the Hire of the new SRO’s through the Sheriff’s Department for the
Van Buren County High School and Elementary School.
Jail  Administrator  Jessica  Grissom  was  present  at  the  meeting  explaining  that  the  City  of
Spencer has had the SRO’s for several years but now the Sheriff’s Department will be taken
them. With the Continuing Budget being passed tonight the Sheriff’s Department doesn’t have
line items to be able to hire 2 SRO’s and start paying their salaries. Ms. Grissom is requesting
approval  to amend the budget in the amount of $150,000.00 with the new line items and
revenue  Codes.  (This  $150,000.00  is  Grant  money)  Commissioner  Tabitha  Denney  made  a
motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve as presented. 

Upon roll call: Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry Hodges, Dusty
Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to any yes
vote.  Motion  passed.  Budget  Amendments,  Revenue  Codes  and  Public  Safety  Grants  as
following:



Van Buren County Trustee Beth Simmons (information only)
Trustee Beth Simmons presented to the Full Commission information on a new process that she
will be starting July 1, 2023 with distribution of Warrants/ Check written for Fiscal Year 2023.
Information sheets as following for the record:







Commissioner Tabitha Denney took the time to thank Sheriff Michael Brock for taking over
the SRO’s at the Van Buren County High School and Elementary School, she stated, “Thanks
for protecting our children.” All Commissioners agreed.

Adjournment
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to adjourn. All approved by voice
vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:41 p.m.

 

 __________________________________ __________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


