
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on May 16, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at
the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was taken
as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 

Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Members present: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey,
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee. 

Also present:  County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk
Lisa Rigsby and Several Citizens of Van Buren County.

Prayer
Commissioner Dusty Madewell led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes of Meeting on March 21, 2023 as printed.
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the Minutes from the March
21, 2023 meeting. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Committee A Report
Committee A Report
May 2, 2023

Roll call: All members but one was present.

New Solid Waste Contract for Prison and Fall Creek Falls:  Motion was made by T. Hickey to
approve the new contract. Seconded by T. Hodges, all members in favor.

Budget Amendment for Courthouse and Jail  Maintenance: Request to move $740.00 from
39000 to 51800-149. Motion made by T. Denney and seconded by T. Hickey. All members in
favor.

Budget Amendment to cover payroll expenses for Fund 101: Request to move $37,144.00 to
fund 101 from 39000. Motion made by T. Hickey and seconded by T. Hodges. All members in
favor.

New  Business: Motion  by  T.  Hodges  to  go  forward  with  scrapping  the  old  Solid  Waste
containers and to have the money made placed in line 39000,  seconded by T.  Denney.  All
members in favor.

Meeting Adjourn: Motion made by Hickey and seconded by Denney.
 _____________________________________________________________________________



Committee A Chairman Cale Crain brought forward action that needs to be taken from the
Full Commission from the Committee A Meeting on May 2, 2023.

New Solid Waste Contract for Prison and Fall Creek Falls
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve this Contract for Solid Waste. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes
to any yes vote. Motion passed. Contract for Solid Waste as following:





Budget Amendment for Courthouse and Jail  Maintenance & to cover Payroll Expenses for
Fund 101.
Budget  Amendments  are  needed  for  the  Courthouse/Jail  Maintenance  in  the  amount  of
$740.00 and Payroll was budgeted for 26 weeks last budget year with it needing to been 27
weeks in the amount of $37,144.00. Cale Crain made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to
approve all budget amendments as presented. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes
to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendments as following:





























Committee B Report
Committee  B  had  a  work  study  meeting  with  all  the  items  on  the  agenda  sent  back  to
Committee A for an overview to see what was financially possible.  No action was taken by
Committee B at this work study meeting.

Health Department Grant in the amount of $229.000.00
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to pass the Health Department
Grant in the amount of $229,000.00 if it’s at a 100% match. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes
to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Approve/Disapprove: Bond for Director of Schools Stephanie Cheryl Cole Cope
Michael  Woodlee  made  a  motion,  second  by  Tabitha  Denney  to  approve  the  bond  for
Stephanie Cheryl Cole Cope. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. This bond
is recorded by the Register of Deeds and is on file in the Van Buren County Clerk’s Office.

Approve/Disapprove: Notary for Christopher Hailey
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the Notary for Christopher
Hailey. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Old Business
Discussion only no action taken.

New Business
Michael Levine Letter of appeal for Solid Waste to be reduced from $18 to $7 due to primary
residence.
Michael Levine has been paying $18.00 a month for his Solid Waste fee and this is his primary
address and is not use for Commercial. Mr. Levine sent a letter to Committee A requesting that
it be dropped to $7.00. After discussion on this matter Cale Crain made a motion, second by
Michael Chandler to reduce the Solid Waste to $7.00. All approved by voice vote. 0-oppposed.
Motion passed. 

Budget Amendment to move $16,000 from Deputy line item 101-54110-106 and credit 101-
54210-422 for food supplies.
Jail Administer Jessica Grissom was present asking for approve for moving money within the
Sheriff’s Departments Budget for food within the Jail. Cale Crain made a motion, second by
Michael Woodlee to approve to move $16,000.00 from Deputy line item 101-54110-106 and
credit 101-54210-422 for food supplies. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes
to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 





Formula Based Grant: Sheriff’s Department
The Sheriff’s Department has received a Grant for purchasing Body Cameras and Tasers. Jail
Administer Jessica Grissom is asking for approval so the Mayor can sign the contract and they
can receive this Grant by July 1, 2023. Contract as following: 

















Adjournment
Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Jordan Delong to adjourn. All  agreed by voice
vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 

 _________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


