
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on February 28, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.
at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility  & Justice Center.  The following action was
taken as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 

Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Members present: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey,
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Brick Wall. Terry Hodges and Michael Woodlee were absent.

Also present:  County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor David Sullivan, County Clerk
Lisa Rigsby and Several Citizens from Van Buren County.

Prayer
Commissioner Dusty Madewell led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of the Special Called Meeting January 31, 2023 Commission Minutes.
Commissioner Brick Wall made a motion, second by Tabitha Denney to approve the Minutes
from the January 31, 2023 Meeting. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Minutes from the Committee A Meeting
February 13, 2023

Roll Call: All Members present

Budget  Amendment  for  Assessor  of  Property:  Assessor  of  Property  is  requesting to  move
$1,559.00 from line item 39000 to line item 52300-317. This money is coming from the Assessor
of  Property’s  Office and was already approved by the Full  Commission on 11-01-2022.  The
amendment did not show what line item it was coming from and going to from that meeting.
Motion was made by Tabitha Denney and seconded by Terry Hodges. Passed by all members.

Budget  Amendment  for  General  Fund  to  Maintenance  and  Repair: The  Mayor’s  Office  is
requesting to move $7,500.00 from line item 39000 to line item 51800-335 for maintenance
and repair for all County buildings. The full Commission passed the first $7,500 on January 17,
2023. Today line item 51800-335 has $2,246.02. Motion made by Terry Hickey to approve and
move to Full Commission, seconded by Jordan Delong. Passed by all members.

Budget Amendment for Sheriff’s Department: The Sheriff’s Department is requesting to move
$6,250.00 from line item 39000 to line item 54210-451 for new uniforms. This $6,250.00 is part
of a $25,000.00 tech grant through CPC. The grant is set up for 4 years at $6,250.00 per year to
be spent. Motion made by Tabitha Denney to approve and seconded by Jordan Delong. Passed
by all members.



1st Order of New Business: Van Buren County Board of Education is partnered with the Spencer
Chamber of Commerce for the use of their building, located a 66 Sparta Street, through a lease.
The Board of Education is in the process of creating a Family Resource Center. This will be a
non-profit service provided through the school System. They are requesting that the property
taxes be waived for the length of the lease which is for 20 years with a review every five years.
Motion was made by Tabitha Denney to approve the lease and to have the back taxes reviewed
on the property, seconded by Terry Hickey. Passed by all members.

2nd Order of New Business: The Assessor of Property is requesting to have $3,333.00 to be
moved from line item 39000 to line item 52300-317 to pay for updated computer programs.
Motion made by Terry Hickey to approve the request and move to full Commission, seconded
by Jordan Delong. Passed by all members.

Meeting Adjourn: Motion made by Mr. Hodges and seconded by Mr. Hickey.
 _____________________________________________________________________________
Committee A Chairman Cale Crain went over all  the Minutes from the February 13, 2023
Committee  A  Meeting  and  brought  forward  action  that  needs  to  be  taken  by  the  Full
Commission.

Motion from Committee A: Property Assessor Computer from 39000 to 52300-317, $1,599.00
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Michael Chandler to approve the Property Assessor’s
request to move $1,559.00 from line item 39000 to line item 52300-317. All agreed by voice
vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Budget Amendment & Invoice as following:







Amendment for Mayor’s Office from 39000 to 51800 for Maintenance & Repair for $7,500.00.
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Jordan Delong to approve to move $7,500.00 from line
item 39000 to line item 51800-335 for maintenance and repairs for all County Buildings. All
approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:





Budget  Amendment  for  Sheriff’s  Department  for  39000  to  54110  $2,500.00  &  54210
$3,750.00
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Brick Wall at the Sheriff’s request to move $6,250.00 from
line item 39000 to line item 54210-451 for new uniforms. (Monies from a Grant) All agreed by
voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:





Budget  Amendment  for  Property  Assessor  to  cover  ERSI  Mapping  from  52300  to  39000
$3,333.00
Cale Crain made a motion, second by Dusty Madewell to approve the Assessor of Property’s
request for $3,333.00 to be moved from line item 39000 to line item 52300-317 to use for
updated computer  programs.  All  agreed by  voice  vote.  0-opposed.  Motion passed.  Budget
Amendment as following:





Motion to review current Property Taxes for 2022 for the Spencer Chamber of Commerce.
Van Buren County Board of Education is partnered with the Spencer Chamber of Commerce for
the use of their building, located at 66 Sparta Street, through a lease. The Board of Education is
in the process of creating a Family Resource Center. This will be a non-profit service provided
through the School System. They are requesting that the property taxes be waived for the
length of the lease which is for 20 years with a review every five years. The taxes are due now
for the 2022/2023 on this property in the amount of $1207.00.  Chairman Terry Hickey asked
the  County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch,  “Can  we  forgive  the  taxes  for  the  2022/2023?”
Attorney Upchurch explain that you could exclude the property from taxation going forward per
TCA  67-5-203  (excluding  Government  Property  from  Taxation)  but  not  going  back.
Commissioner  Kenny  Smith  wanted  to  know  who  owns  the  Building.  Chairman  Hickey
explained, “As to his understanding the Chamber of Commerce owns the building and it was
brought  thru  a  Grant  and  cannot  be  sold.”  This  lease  agreement  between  the  Board  of
Education and the Chamber of Commerce is for 20 years but will be re-examined every 5 year.  

Cale Crain made a motion, seconded by Brick Wall to go forward to exclude the property from
Taxation for the initial 5 year period lease and be reviewed in 5 years excluding paying the back
taxes of $1,207.00.  (TCA 67-5-203, exempting government property from taxation.) All agreed
by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Yr. 2022 Property tax statements as following:

  





Motion  to  Approve  Quarterly  Reports  for  October,  November,  and  December  2022  as
printed.
Kenny Smith made a motion, seconded by Tabitha Denney to approve all Quarterly Reports. All
approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Letter of Agreement for Opioid Abatement Fun Disbursement for Van Buren County Entitles.
The Tennessee General Assembly passed on May 24, 2021 the Opioid Abatement Fund after a
settlement was reached in a higher Court. Van Buren County will  receive $28,073.08 in this
settlement if the County chooses to. Mayor David Sullivan is requesting for the Commission to
give him approval to sign this agreement for accepting these funds. The funds can only be used
as  the  Opioid  Abatement  Council  sees  fit.  On  the  attached  agreement  there  is  a  list  of
remediation activities. After much discussion on this matter Cale Crain made a motion, second
by Michael Chandler to approve. All approved by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. Letter
of Agreement is as following:  







































Circuit Court Clerk’s 60 Month Agreement for her copier.
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve the Circuit Court Clerk’s 60
Month Agreement for her copier. This agreement is in the amount of $138.14 monthly and
needs the approval from the Full  Commission. All  agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion
passed. Technology Agreement as following: 









Notary for Lisa Rigsby and Laurie Larty.
Jordan Delong made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to approve the Notary for Lisa Rigsby
and Laurie Larty. All agreed by voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed.

Old Business
None

New Business
1st Order of New Business: Budget Amendment (Liability Insurance & Forensic Medical)
Mayor David Sullivan was asking for approval in the amount of $19,280.71 for liability Insurance
and  forensic  medical  because  bills  were  more  than  what  was  budgeted  in  the  2022/2023
budget.  Cale  Crain  made a  motion,  second by  Michael  Chandler  to  approve  these  budget
amendments as present. 

Upon roll  call:  Michael  Chandler,  Cale  Crain,  Jordan Delong,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hickey,
Dusty Madewell, and Brick Wall voted yes. Kenny Smith voted no. 7-yes votes. 1-no vote. No
changes to any yes votes. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following: 





2nd Order of New Business: Register of Deeds, Data Processing money for a Plat scanner
Register of Deeds April Shockley was present requesting to use her Date Processing money to
purchase a Plat Scanner. Mrs. Shockley has data processing money that is put into a reserve
account  that  can only  be used in the Register  of  Deeds Office.  Cale Crain  made a motion,
second by Kenny Smith for her to use her own money out of Data Processing in the amount of
$16,236.00. 

Upon roll  call:  Michael  Chandler,  Cale  Crain,  Jordan Delong,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hickey,
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Brick Wall voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion
passed.
Proposal as following:







3rd  Order of New Business: Damage Garage door at the Ambulance Service
Director of the EMS Tiwanna Bricker was present at the Meeting with 4 bids to replace the
Garage  door  at  the  Ambulance  Service  which  was  damaged  and  cannot  completely  close.
County Mayor David Sullivan ask the County Attorney Mr. Upchurch would this have to be ran
in the paper for bids. After much discussion on this matter, Tabitha Denney made a motion,
second by Kenny Smith to approve Mid-State Garage Doors in Sparta, Tennessee in the amount
of $3,150.00 to fix the damaged Ambulance Service Door for security purposes. 

Upon roll  call:  Michael  Chandler,  Cale  Crain,  Jordan Delong,  Tabitha  Denney,  Terry  Hickey,
Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, and Brick Wall voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion
passed. Bids as following: 





Chairman Terry Hickey opened the floor if any Citizens had any concerns
Several Rocky River Road Residents were present at the Commission Meeting to address the
Full Commission with one of the Homeowners speaking on their behalf. They have concerns
about  the  Isha  Foundation’s  Phase  III  development.  Their  concerns  are  a  well  which  was
recently drilled in the area and with over possible 200 extra lots as to the effects to the traffic
increase  on  the  road.  After  much  discussion  on  this  matter  County  Mayor  David  Sullivan
suggested that the homeowners speak with Staff Planner Tommy Lee of the Van Buren County
Planning Commission.

Adjournment
Tabitha Denney made a motion, seconded by Kenny Smith to adjourn. All agreed by voice vote.
0-opposed. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:49 p.m.

 _____________________________________ ___________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


