
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION
VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Special Called Meeting on January 31, 2023 at 6:00
p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action was
taken as recorded in Minute Book, “T”. 

County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch  was  absent,  Chairman  Terry  Hickey  called  him  and  he
wasn’t aware of the Special Called Meeting. After much discussion whether or not to have the
meeting Chairman Hickey ask for a show of hands for and against having this meeting without
the County Attorney present. Meeting started by call to order. 

Call to Order
Sheriff Michael Brock called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call
Member present: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey,
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall, and Michael Woodlee. 

Also present:   Mayor David Sullivan,  Financial  Director Heather Woodlee,  County Clerk Lisa
Rigsby, Jay Williams with zoom and Several Citizens from Van Buren County.

Prayer
Commissioner Dusty Madewell led us in prayer.

Pledge
Chairman Terry Hickey led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approve/Disapprove Health Insurance
Financial Director Heather Woodlee took the floor to explain the Health Insurance bids from
the State and Sprouse Insurance.  Mrs.  Woodlee explained there were 3  bids  for  Insurance
coverage from Sprouse Insurance. The 1st one is the Silver plan that is already offered to the
County Employee with a $7,200.00 deductible with it paying 50% but the premium is going up
after March around $6.00 per pay period. 

The 2nd one is Gold PPO with a deductible being $2,500.00, at the rate of $644.10 and if the
County pays half that would be $322.05 with the employee paying $161.03 each pay period.
This will be an 80/20 coverage after the deductible is paid.

The 3rd one is the Platinum PPO with a deducible being $500.00 at the rate of $837.95 and if the
County pays half it would be $418.98 with the employee paying $209.49 each pay period. After
the deductible is paid it will be a 90/10 coverage.

To be able for the County to even consider taking the State Insurance bid the County would
have to have 27 employees to sign up and the County doesn’t  have the numbers that are
interested.   The  County  Highway  Department  is  considered  a  different  entity.  Sharon
Mooneyham  was  present  from  the  Highway  Department  asking  for  approve  for  Highway
employees to be able to make their own decision whether to take the State Insurance. Michael
Woodlee made a motion, second by Cale Crain to approve the Highway Department to go with
the State insurance if they so desire to. All agreed by voice vote. No opposed. Motion passed.
Highway options for Insurance as following: 





Sprouce Insurance the Silver Plan (This is the current plan that is provided now for 7 County
Employees) Listed as following for the record:









Sprouse Insurance BCBS
Platinum PPO Gold PPO

Premium month $837.62 $644.10
Deductible $500.00 $2,500.00
After Deductible  90/10 80/20
Dr. Office Copay $20/40 $35/55
Pharmacy $10/35/50 $5/20/40

After  much  discussion  on  this  matter,  the  above  options  will  be  offered  to  the  County
Employees to choose what plan that will best suit their lifestyles and will take effect March 1,
2023. Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Terry Hodges that the County no matter
which plan the employee chooses the County will pay $322.05 per month, per employee.

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes
to any yes vote. Motion passed. Health Insurance Policies are as following for the record:































Approve/Disapprove Old Solid Waste Truck Repair
The Solid Waste 2001 Freightliner rollback needs work done and a new transmission. The full
Commission was presented a bid but did not have the total amount included. After discussion
on this matter, Cale Crain made a motion, second by Dusty Madewell to push this matter back
to Committee A when we have more numbers from the mechanic. All agreed by voice vote. No
opposed. Motion passed. 

Approve/Disapprove Solid Waste Budget Amendment
Financial Director Heather Woodlee was present to explain to the Full Commission the need for
a budget amendment in Solid Waste. Mrs. Woodlee stated, “We have two more pay periods
left and not enough funds to cover till June 30, 2023.” The 2021/2022 budget did not have
enough put into this line item for employees, Medicare and social security so she is needing an
amendment from the Fund Balance to  Solid  Waste.  Cale  Crain  made a  motion,  second by
Michael Chandler to approve this budget amendment as presented. 

Upon roll call: Michael Chandler, Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey, Terry
Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Kenny Smith, Brick Wall, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes
to any yes vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:





Approve/Disapprove General Fund Budget Amendment
Financial Director Heather Woodlee present to the Full Commission a budget amendment that
is needed in line item maintenance and repair. This is a $15,000.00 budget amendment to get
through till June 30, 2023. All County Building maintenance and repair come out of this line
item and the Mayor David Sullivan explained that the generator in the Jail needs fuel in case of
an emergency. The generator needs to have fuel added so it will be at 660 gallon to be in safe
mode. Two batteries were added today and the County has to pay the maintenance service
agreement. Commissioner Michael Woodlee made a motion to approve this amendment as
present. Commissioner Terry Hodges spoke up and wanted to take out for the fuel and send the
rest of the amount back to Committee A and let them look and see where that amount is going.
Commissioner Michael Woodlee rescind his motion that was on the floor. Terry Hodges made a
motion, second by Michael Chandler to amend this by $7,500.00 for diesel and batteries and
send the amount left back to Committee A to see where the rest of the money is going. 

Upon roll  call:   Michael Chandler,  Cale Crain, Jordan Delong, Tabitha Denney, Terry Hickey,
Terry Hodges, Dusty Madewell, Brick Wall, and Michael Woodlee voted yes. Kenny Smith voted
No. 9-Yes votes, 1-No vote. Motion passed. Budget Amendment as following:





Approve/Disapprove Setting Rules for Committee A & B
Chairman Terry Hickey presented the minutes from the Special  Called Meeting on Tuesday
September 9, 2014 where the Full Commission voted in the duties for Committee A & B. Listed
as following: Chairman Hickey believes no action needs to be taken on this matter.

Committee A (Commissioner Assignments) Committee B (Commissioner Assignments)
Budget Building & Grounds
Solid Waste Jail & Law Enforcement
Ambulance Service Parks & Recreation
Delinquent Tax Highways
Schools Veterans Affairs
Tourism Agriculture
Insurance Fire Protection/Safety & Rescue

Michael Chandler made a motion, second by Kenny Smith to leave this like it is. All approved by
voice vote. 0-opposed. Motion passed. 

Adjournment 
Tabitha Denney made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to adjourn. All agreed by voice
vote. Motion passed. Meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m.

 _____________________________________ ____________________________________
Chairman Terry Hickey County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


