
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday January 18, 2022 at

6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administration Facility & Justice Center. The following action

was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “S”. 

Call to Order

Officer Jarrod Campbell called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call

Members present: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  and  Robert  Van  Winkle.  William  Maxwell,  Brian  Simmons,  and  Michael

Woodlee were absent.

Also present: Standing in for County Attorney Howard Upchurch was Attorney Stacey Farmer,

Financial  Director  Jessica  Grissom,  County  Clerk  Lisa  Rigsby,  and several  Citizens  from Van

Buren County.

UT Extension Agent Chris Binkley led us in prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of November 16, 2021 Meeting Minutes

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve the November 16,

2021 Minutes. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Notary Renewals for Jessica Grissom, David Chandler, and Lesa Bouldin

Bill Mosley made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve the Notary renewals for Jessica

Grissom, David Chandler, and Lesa Bouldin.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Committee A Report

Committee A

December 29, 2021
Roll Call: 

Members present: Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, David Chandler and Will Maxwell. Also,

Mayor Greg Wilson and Jessica Grissom.

 

Bid for Fire Department Insurance   

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve the bid for VFIS for $50,499.00 and seconded by

Mr. Seamons seconded. All Voted Yes.

  

Bid for Employees health Insurance  

Motion by Mr. Robinson to approve the bid for health insurance for employees from Sprouse

insurance at $527.66 per employee seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes.  



HVAC and Remmi system for County Buildings

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to approve the bid for $74,500 to J & M Heating and Cooling

seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes. 

Sanitation Stations  

Motion by  Mr.  Robinson to  approve  the bid  for  X1  safety  for  $8,816.00  Seconded by  Mr.

Chandler. All Voted Yes.

 

Remmi at Church buildings 

Motion was made By Mr. Robinson to approve bid J & M heating and cooling for $18,500 and

seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes. 

Budget amendment for County General Fund

Motion  was  made by  Mr.  Seamons  to  increase  line  101-54610-599  to  $11,580  from Fund

balance 39000 (For Autopsy) Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted Yes. 

Budget Amendment for Courthouse Jailhouse Maint.

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to move $15,000 to 112-51800-149 and $1,100 to 112-

51800-204 from 112-51800-166. Seconded by Mr. Chandler. All Voted Yes.

Budget Amendment for Ambulance Service Fund

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons to increase the revenue line 118-47401 by $1,366.50 from

the American rescue plan funds. Also increase Expenditure line 118-55130-131 by $1000, 118-

55130-201 by $62.00, 118-55130-204 by $70.00, 118-55130-210 by $10.00, 118-55130-212 by

$14.50, and 118-55130-204 by $210.00 Seconded by Mr. Chandler All Voted Yes. 

 

Budget Amendment for Highway Department 

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to increase line 131-66000-210 by   $210.00 from 131-3900

(fund Balance) Seconded by Mr. Seamons All Voted Yes.

 

School Budget Meeting 

School system will  have a budget meeting on 1/19/22 at 5:30 in the high school Library to

discuss the upcoming budget year and has ask the county commission to attend.

 

2022/2023 initial County budget hearing 

2/7/22 at 10am in the mayor’s conference room. 

Solid Waste Fee Exemption 

Several fee exemptions were presented to the committee for consideration.  

Convenience center in Fall Creek Falls Utility District 

911 tower on baker Mtn. Rd. 

Pine Grove convenience center 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to approve the exemption seconded by Mr. Robinson. All

voted yes.  

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Seamons.  

 _____________________________________________________________________________











Committee A Co-Chairman Henry Seamons brought forward action that needs to be taken by

the Full Commission from the December 29, 2021 Meeting.

Bid for Fire Department Insurance

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve the bid for VFIS the Steve

Frost Agency for $50,499.00 for Insurance for Van Buren County Fire Departments. (Received 1

bid)

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons,  and Robert  Van  Winkle  voted yes.  No  changes  to  any  yes  vote.  Motion passed.

Proposal for Insurance bid as following:







Bid for Employees Health Insurance

Henry  Seamons  made a  motion,  second  by  David  Chandler  to  approve  the  bid  for  Health

Insurance for employees from Sprouse Insurance at $527.66 per employee. (Received 1 bid)

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. Health

Insurance bid as following:



















HVAC and Remmi System for County Buildings

This is a bid to replace heating and air units plus adding the Remmi systems which is a filtration

system to filter the air in County Buildings as following: The Administration Building, Burritt

College, Library, and the Ag Learning Center. The monies will come from the Covid-19 funding.

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to approve the bid of $74,500.00 to J &

M Heating and Cooling. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. 

Sanitation Stations

The Sanitation Stations will be paid for out of the Covid-19 money. Henry Seamons made a

motion, second by David Chandler to approve the bid for X1 Safety in the amount of $8,816.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. (Bids as following)



















Remmi at Church Buildings

This is also part of the Covid-19 money. The Commission wanted to add the Remmi Filtrations

System to the 29 Churches in the County. Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Bill Mosley

to approve the bid from J & M Heating and Cooling for $18,500.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.  Bids

as following: 







Budget Amendment for General Fund

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to increase line 101-54610-599

to $11,580.00 from Fund Balance 3900 (for Autopsy)

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons,  and Robert  Van  Winkle  voted yes.  No  changes  to  any  yes  vote.  Motion passed.

Budget Amendment as following: 





Budget Amendment for Courthouse Jailhouse Maint.

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve to move $15,000.00

to 112-51800-149 and $1,100.00 to 112-51800-204 from 112-51800-166. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons,  and Robert  Van  Winkle  voted yes.  No  changes  to  any  yes  vote.  Motion passed.

Budget Amendment as following: 







Budget Amendment for Ambulance Service Fund

This amendment is for an employee at the Ambulance Service that was off on leave during the

Covid-19  bonus  for  County  Employees.  Henry  Seamons  made  a  motion,  second  by  David

Chandler  to  approve  to  increase  revenue  line  118-47401  by  $1,366.50  from  the  American

Rescue plan funds. Also increase Expenditure line 118-55130-131 by $1,000.00, 118-55130-201

by $62.00, 118-55130-204 by $70.00, 118-55130-210 by $10.00, 118-55130-212 by $14.50, and

118-55130-204 by $210.00. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons,  and Robert  Van  Winkle  voted yes.  No  changes  to  any  yes  vote.  Motion passed.

Budget Amendment as following: 







Budget Amendment for Highway Department

Henry Seamons made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve to increase line 131-

66000-210 by $210.00 from 131-3900 (fund balance)

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons,  and Robert  Van  Winkle  voted yes.  No  changes  to  any  yes  vote.  Motion passed.

Budget Amendment as following: 





Committee B Report

Committee B meeting
December 13 @ 5:00 p.m.

Members present: Joey, Michael, Bill, Terry, Brian.
Also present:  Mayor Wilson, Melissa Harmon and several Citizens.

One Item was on the agenda.
Melissa Harmon presented the committee with two options for marketing the BDS property for
sale by the County.

Option 1 was cut off 2 acers from the property and market only the 14.43 acers and the County
would retain the 2 acers with the buildings and transfer station. She suggested price for the
Property alone without the buildings and transfer station would be $125,000.

Option 2 would be to gain a right of way to the property from Highway 111 and offer a fix for
the hole that would be left in the concrete pad when the compactor is removed and market the
entire property for $289,000.   

After discussion the members felt option 2 would be the best with the exception to market the
property for $299,000 in the current market due to high demand for property. 

Motion was made by Michael, Second by Terry. Roll call vote was taken, and all members voted
in favor. 

With no new or old business motion was made by Michael, seconded by Terry to adjourn. All
members voted yes.   
 _____________________________________________________________________________

Chairman of the Full Commission Joey Grissom brought forward action that needs to be taken

by the Full Commission from the Committee B Meeting on December 13, 2021.

County Owned Property (Old site of BDS)

Melissa Harmon presented to the Full Commission her two options and recommendation for

marketing the BDS property for sale by the County. The Property is for sale in the amount of

$299,000.00. Mrs. Harmon has had 3 bids on the property. One of the bids withdrew right

before the meeting leaving one in the amount of $160,000.00 and the 2nd at $150,000.00. Mrs.

Harmon recommends that  the Commission make a counter offer with a  deadline attached.

After much discussion on this matter the Commission decided to send this back to Committee B

for discussion on Tuesday January 25, 2022. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________



Appointment of Gene Brock as County Historian

David  Chandler  made  a  motion,  second  by  Bill  Mosley  to  appoint  Gene  Brock  as  County

Historian. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.

Appointment of Joe Chandler to the County Heritage/Historical Committee

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by David Chandler to appoint Joe Chandler to the

County Heritage/Historical Committee. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

BLTV Franchise Agreement

David Chandler made a motion, second by Terry Hickey to approve this Agreement/Resolution. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, Henry

Seamons,  and Robert  Van  Winkle  voted yes.  No  changes  to  any  yes  vote.  Motion passed.

Resolution as following: 































Library  Appointments:  Janet  Burke  to  replace  Crystal  Young.  Sherry  Wilson  and  Jeanette

Justin to 1  st   full terms.  

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Bill  Mosley to approve Janet Burke to replace

Crystal Young on the Library Board and approve Sherry Wilson and Jeanette Justin to 1 st full

term. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Old Business

None

New Business

Appointment to Planning Commission

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve Dewayne Brock to

the Planning Commission. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Some Citizens addressed the Commission about the $7.00 fee on the Electric Bills, no action

was taken. A Van Buren Citizens addressed the Commission about a private road/public road

and is taken this matter to the Committee B Meeting on January 25, 2022 for the Committee

to review. 

Adjournment

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by David Chandler to adjourn. All approved by voice

vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:38 p.m.

 _________________________________ _________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby

                                                                                                     


