
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday August 17, 2021 at 5:45 p.m. Chairman Joey Grissom

called  the Public  Hearing  to  Order.  The  purpose of  this  meeting is  the  correction of  the

verbiage of the Resolution that was passed on June 29, 2021.  This hearing is to let the public

know before taking action on exceed of the Certified Tax Rate. On June 29, 2021 the Tax rate

was set at 2.40 and will  stay the same. Several Citizens were present at the Meeting. No

questions were ask, meeting ended at 5:50 p.m.

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting on Tuesday, August 17, 2021 at

6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administration Facility & Justice Center. The following action

was taken as recorded in Minutes Book, “S”.

Call to Order

Chairman Joey Grissom called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call

Member present: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell,  Bill  Mosley,

Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee. Brian Simmons

was absent. 

Also  present:  County  Attorney  Howard  Upchurch,  County  Mayor  Wilson’s  Administrative

Assistant Heather Woodlee, County Clerk Lisa Rigsby and Jay Williams with Zoom.

Commissioner Mickey Robinson led us in prayer. We pledge Allegiance to the Flag led by

Shawn Perez.

Approval of Minutes from the July 20, 2021 Meeting.

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to approve the minutes from the July

20, 2021 Meeting. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Tax Rate Resolution

The Tax Levy Resolution was passed June 29, 2021 but the verbiage needs to be corrected.

William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve the Tax Rate Resolution

to exceed the Certified Tax Rate.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. Certified Tax Rate Resolution as following:



Notary Approval for Connie Robison

Mickey Robinson made a motion,  second by Bill  Mosley to approve the Notary  for  Connie

Robison. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed.



Approval of Quarterly Reports

David Chandler made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve all Quarterly Reports. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Committee A Report

Committee A

July 27, 2021
Roll Call:

Members present: David Chandler, Will Maxwell, Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Mayor 

Greg Wilson, Ambulance Director Tiwanna Bricker, Sheriff Eddie Carter, Chief Deputy Jarred 

Campbell, Director of Schools Cheryl Cole, Library Director Amy Carter, and Library Board Chair-

Person Phyllis Sullivan.

Medical Equipment for Ambulance Service:

Motion by Mr. Robinson to approve Public Safety Association Inc. (PSAI/SAVVIK) Purchasing 

Contract No. PSAI 2018-11 for Four X Series Advanced Manual Monitor/Defibrillators.  

Seconded by Mr. Chandler All Voted Yes.

Vehicle purchase for Sheriff’s Department:

Motion by Mr. Robinson to approve Lonnie Cobb Ford Contract for the purchase of two 2022 

Police Interceptor Utility AWD Base vehicles.  Seconded by Mr. Chandler All Voted Yes.

Motion by Mr. Chandler to increase 101-51110-309 (Contracts with Government Agent) by 

$1185 from County General Fund Ballance for increase cost for the Police Interceptors.  

Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted Yes.

Motion by Mr. Chandler to increase 101-54110-718 (Motor Vehicles) by $37,199 from 122-

21500-590 (Drug Control) for the purchase of the Police Interceptors.  Seconded by Mr. 

Robinson All Voted Yes.

Transfer funds to Ambulance Service:

Motion by Mr. Chandler to transfer $40,000 from 101-51110-590 (County General) to 118-

49800 (Ambulance Service) for payroll.  Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted Yes.

American Rescue Plan Act Grant Meeting:

Mayor Wilson shared a list of items that the ARPA Grant may be used for with the budget 

committee.  No action can be taken until September.

New Business:

Ms. Cole, Director of Schools, asked a question concerning the school systems revenue from 

2021/2022 budget property taxes.  After discussion, it was found that the county would meet 

its Maintenance of Effort. 

The Burritt Memorial Library would like to apply for the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 

Grant, they can request up to $20,000 with a 5% local match.



Motion by Mr. Chandler to approve the 5% local match so that the library may move forward in 

applying for the grant.  Seconded by Mr. Maxwell All Voted Yes.

Adjourn:

Motion by Mr. Robinson to adjourn.  Seconded by Mr. Chandler All Voted Yes.

 _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee A Chairman William Maxwell brought forward action that needs to be taken by 

the Full Commission from the July 27, 2021 Meeting.

Medical Equipment for Ambulance Service

No action taken.

Vehicle purchase for Sheriff’s Department

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve the contract for the 

purchase of two 2022 Police Interceptor Utility AWD Base vehicle from Lonnie Cobb Ford under 

State Contract.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. Contract as following:

































Transfer of Funds for the Sheriff’s Department for new vehicles

William Maxwell  made  a  motion,  second by  Henry  Seamons  to  approve  the  increase 101-

51110-309, Contracts with Government Agent, by $1,185.00 from County General Fund Balance

for increase cost for the Police interceptors. (One vehicle will be paid for through the USDA

Grant and the other will be paid for through the Drug Control Fund)

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to increase 101-54110-718 by

$37,199.00 from 122-21500-590 Drug Control for the purchase of the Police Interceptors.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

Transfer funds to the Ambulance Service

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Robert Van Winkle to approve to move $40,000.00

from 101-51110-590 County General to 118-49800 Ambulance Service for payroll. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

American Rescue Plan Act Grant for the Burritt Memorial Library

The Library addressed Committee A (Budget Committee) wanting to apply for the ARPA Grant

for up to $20,000.00 with a  5% match from the County.  William Maxwell  made a motion,

second by Mickey Robinson to approve for them to apply for this Grant up to $20,000.00 with a

5% match from the County.  The Library  Board would like to know if  they applied that  the

County would back them on the 5% match.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. Letter from the Library Board as following:





Submission of Audit Committee Report

William  Maxwell  made  a  motion,  second  by  Bill  Mosley  to  approve  the  Audit  Committee

Minutes. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed. For the record:

Van Buren County Audit Board Meeting

The Van Buren County Audit Board met on January 14, 2021. The minutes are as following:

Members present: Barry Austin, Pam Mooneyham and Don Hollingsworth.

Mayor Greg Wilson was present with the projected and past budget. Mayor Wilson discussed

the budget and also reviewed the County State Audit.

The Board also discussed filling the vacant position on the Audit Board.

The next Board Meeting will be set when we receive the State Audit.

The Board came to the conclusion that Van Buren County is taking the correct steps to solving

the problems on last year’s Audit.

Barry Austin

Old Business

Priority Waste

Mayor Greg Wilson had sent each Commissioner a letter asking if Priority Waste is not ready to

close on the BDS Property by October 1, 2021 he would like for this bid to be rejected and sent

back to Committee B for a discussion of what to do next. If the Commission votes to do this he

will then notify Priority Waste as soon as possible. A Citizens from Van Buren County Laura

Wallace ask to speak. She mention that this has been going on with Priority Waste much too

long, waiting on them to decide to buy the property or not and why is the Commission wasting

so much time on them to purchase, when the County could have listed the property again. The

County had voted to sell the Commercial property to Priority Waste at $200,000.000 which she

thinks was a discounted price with it being valued at $300,000.000. Ms. Wallace explained, “In

other words they have two week us to death.” Commissioner Seamons stated, “That’s why we

are  going  with  this  deadline  because  it’s  time to  move  on.”  Commissioner  Maxwell  spoke

saying, “When the Commission decided on selling the property, 1st time it was voted on to bid

out to a Commercial Reality Agent with no bids that came in. 2nd time it was voted on by the Full

Commission to bid the property out with only one bid coming in which was Priority Waste at

the amount of $200,000.000 and the bid was excepted.” Commission Mosley thought it would

benefit the County because it  would bring jobs to the County through Priority Waste. With

much discussion on this matter, Bill  Mosley made a motion, second by William Maxwell  to

approve the Mayor to send a letter to Priority Waste with a deadline of October 1, 2021, with

no action from them this matter would go back to Committee B.  All  agreed by voice vote.

Motion passed.  



New Business

Commissioner William Maxwell explained the breakdown of the Tax Anticipation Note with the

Resolution of where the monies will be coming from to pay it off and the County will only be

taking $29,319.27 out of  the Fund Balance.  Bill  Mosley made a motion, second by Michael

Woodlee to approve and pay this bill off.

 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.  Tax Anticipation Note: 

Grant Money for the Tax Anticipation Note

William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve to put the Grant money

received into the proper line item into the budget. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. 

Principal on Note/ Budget Resolution

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to approve this Resolution.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed. Tax Anticipation Note, Amortization Schedule & Resolution:

 











Adjournment



Several Citizens ask for the Financial Director Jessica Grissom to be present for all Commission

Meetings. Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to adjourn. All agreed

by voice vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 6:44 p.m.

 ____________________________________ ____________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


