
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Regular Meeting Tuesday, September 15, 2020 at 

6:00 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action

was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “R”.

Call to Order

Chairman  Joey  Grissom  Carter  called  the  Meeting  to  Order.  (Due  to  COVID-19  Governor’s

Orders this Meeting was conducted thru Zoom)

Roll Call

Member present: Joey Grissom, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson, and Henry Seamons. Thur Zoom

members present:  David Chandler, Terry Hickey, and William Maxwell. Absent: Brian Simmons,

Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee.

Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor Greg Wilson, and County Clerk

Lisa Rigsby, Jay William with Zoom, Director of School’s Cheryl Cole, and Preschool & Special

Projects Denise Whittenburg.

Approval of Minutes from August 10, 2020 Meeting

Commissioner William Maxwell spoke up with a correction to the Minutes of the August 10,

2020 Meeting. (Correction being it was not a Special Called Meeting it was a Regular Meeting.)

With  the  changes  noted  Mickey  Robinson  made  a  motion,  second  by  Henry  Seamons  to

approve the Minutes from the August 10, 2020 Meeting. During that time Commissioner Brian

Simmons entered back on Zoom which would make him present and he stated, “During a

Zoom meeting all votes must be Roll call votes.”

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, and Brian Simmons voted yes. Motion passed.

Committee A Report

Committee A

September 2, 2020

Roll Call: 

Members present: David Chandler, Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle and

Will Maxwell.  

(This meeting was conducted through conference call due to Covid-19)

Budget Amendments 

Jessica Grissom presented several budget amendments to be approved, See attachments for a

list of affected accounts. Mr. Chandler made motion to approve to send to full commission the

budget amendments as presented. Seconded by Mr. Van Winkle All Voted Yes.

 

Waste services Contract 

The county has been approached by a company that would like to provide waste pick up to the

county if feasible. This would be a contract to pick up house hold waste at each residence with

in the county. This would have to go through a bid process and set some specs for the bid. 



Mr. Chandler made a motion to allow the County Mayor to explore the project and look at

some potential bid specs to determine if this would be feasible for the county. Seconded by Mr.

Seamons, all voted yes.

Retroactive Resolutions    

The auditor has suggested that we draft a Resolution for approval of the commission for the

Forgiveness of the solid waste money that was used to purchase the BDS Site. We had taken

action at the January 2019 meeting to forgive this debt but we have now been instructed a

Resolution is needed to make this final. 

Mr. Van Winkle made a motion for the Mayor to draw up a Resolution to this effect for the next

County commission meeting. Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted Yes 

Cares Act 

Van Buren County Will receive $86,475 in Grant money from the cares act to help with the cost

of Covid-19 this money is not in the budget and needs to be included in the revenue as well as

expenditure, 

Revenue Code 46900 increase by $86,475

Exp: Code 41100-309 increase by $86,475 

Motion was made by Mr. Seamons Seconded by Mr. Robinson All Voted yes 

Covid-19 Policy and Resolution 

See attached: 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to send to the full commission for approval of the presented

policy seconded by Mr. Seamons, All Voted Yes 

Maintenance vehicle 

Mr. Chandler  brought  up that  our  maintenance man was using  his  own truck  to  travel  all

around the county and also to pick up supplies and suggested that this could cause a liability

issue for the county.  After discussion with the committee it was asked that we ask the the

county maintenance man to look at what he would need for his work and present it at the next

meeting. 

Questions from the Public: 

Question was asked by Administer of Election about his budget. Mr. Maxwell stated he had

spoken in  error  and we were given a copy of  the budget  however  it  was  sent  with other

paperwork and had been overlooked. However, it does appear that we have the correct values

for the budget. 

Debt policy question 

A citizen asked a question about the debt management policy dealing with the refinance of the

administration building. The committee could not answer the questions at the present time.

The caller did not feel that the policy had been followed and suggested that she would be

seeking legal action because we could not answer her question and had not followed policy.  

 

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Robinson to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes  















VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

RESOLUTION NO. 429 18-04-2020

A RESOLUTION AMENDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES TO ALL COUNTY GENERAL

DEPARTMENTS, OFFICES AND VAN BUREN COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the United State of America is in the midst of a global Health pandemic know as

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19), and

WHEREAS, Van Buren County is not immune to the effects of COVID-19, and

WHEREAS, THE United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has advised that all

persons should help prevent the spread of COVID-19 by practicing social distancing, and

WHEREAS, as a Government Entity, many of the services provided by County Employees are

essential for the continued operation of the Government and the Health, safety, and well-being

of all Citizens, 

WHEREAS, Van Buren County is obligated to adhere to the guidelines and orders established by

the United State Government and State of Tennessee for the well-being of its employees and

Citizenry at large while also continuing to provide necessary services, and

WHEREAS, this pandemic has created an unprecedented time for our County which calls for an

unprecedented response to help protect our employees and Citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislative Body of Van Buren County, Tennessee as

follows: 

Section 1. The Legislative Body hereby adopts the Emergency Policies and Procedures attached,

and hereby incorporated by reference, which allow for alternative means and methods for the

delivery of services by Van Buren County’ employees in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Section 2.  The Policies and Procedures hereby adopted shall  supplement all  existing Policies

and  Procedures  of  the  Van  Buren County  Government  and  of  those  officials  who  have  so

indicated  their  acceptance  thereof.  The  Officials  who  have  accepted  these  Policies  and

Procedures as supplemental  to their  own have indicated their concurrence by affixing their

signature to the attached letter, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

Section  3. Nothing  in  these  Policies  or  Procedures  shall  be  construed  as  authorizing  or

sanctioning  the  dereliction  of  duties  by  any  Official  or  employee.  County  Government

operations,  by  their  very  nature,  are  essential  to  the  successful  functioning  of  a  Local

Community.  Therefore,  all  Officials  and  employees  are  called  upon  to  continue  providing

services to the Citizens of Van Buren County, to the greatest extent possible, during this public

Health pandemic.

Section 4. All other Resolution, Orders, Policies, Procedures, or parts thereof, in conflict with

the provisions of this Resolution are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed, and this

Resolution shall be in immediate effect from and after its adoption. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Legislative Body of Van Buren County, Tennessee that all

rules, guidelines, and provisions of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), which

may  apply  to  any  employee  of  Van  Buren  County,  granting  a  right  to  paid  sick  leave  or

expanded family medical leave is hereby incorporated in any employee Policy of Van Buren

County as required by Federal Law.

Motion made by __________ and seconded by ___________ that  the above Resolution be

adopted.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

A. YES: __

B. NO: __

The above Resolution was passed on the 15th day of September, 2020.

ATTEST:

 ____________________________________ ______________________________

County Clerk Lisa Rigsby Chairman Joey Grissom

Approved the 15th day of September, 2020

 ____________________________________

Mayor Greg Wilson





















































Committee A Chairman William Maxwell brought forward action that needs to be taken by 

the Full Commission from the September 2, 2020 Committee Meeting.

Budget Amendments

Financial Director Jessica Grissom presented several budget amendments to Committee A that 

need approval from the Full Commission listed below: 

Van Buren County Executive

2020-2021 Budget Amendments Fund 101 9/2/2020

Function obj. Description Explanation Debit Credit

51800 335 maint on bldg. None was in budget 15,000.00

($2008.12 spent YTD)

54110 599 other charges hwy safety grant   1,000.00

55110 201 social security      200.00

210 unemployment      100.00

212 employer Medicare      100.00

307 communications   1,900.00

355 travel     800.00

413 drugs & medical     200.00

499 other charges  5,300.00

599 other charges             24,961.44

54390 309 contracts with gov agent yearly for health dept.             24,510.00

56500 435 office supply     438.00

57500 105 soil conservation               3,016.00

201 social security     194.00

204 retirement     212.00

210 unemployment       35.00

212 employer Medicare       44.00

39000 Fund Balance 65,410.44

Fund Balance Total 71,710.44       71,710.44

 Fund 112

51800 335 maint bldg. None budgeted 5,000.00

39000 Fund Balance   5,000.00

Total   5,000.00 5,000.00

Fund 101

46900 other State revenues 658,099.00

other State revenues 200,000.00

39000 Fund Balance          658,299.00

Fund Balance 658,299.00   658,299.00



Total 858,099.00

Fund 116

46900 other State revenue   25,000.00

39000 Fund Balance              25,000.00

Fund Balance

Total 25,000.00 25,000.00

William  Maxwell  made  a  motion,  second  by  David  Chandler  to  approve  these  Budget

Amendment as presented to Committee. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, and Brian Simmons voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion

passed.

Waste Service Contract

A Waste Contract was discussed in Committee A Meeting that would provide Solid Waste pick

up to Van Buren County residence. Committee A is just exploring options with Solid Waste.

William Maxwell  made a motion,  second by David Chandler  to allow the County  Mayor  to

explore options and look at some potential bid specs to determine if this would be feasible for

the County. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, and Brian Simmons voted yes. No changes to any yes vote. Motion

passed. (Commissioner Robert Van Winkle entered into the Meeting on Zoom which makes

him present.)

Retro-active Resolution



RESOLUTION NO. 427

VAN BUREN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CONFIRMING FORGIVENESS OF VAN BUREN COUNTY

FUND 116 SOLID WASTE FUND $125,000.00 OBLIGATION DUE AND OWING

VAN BUREN COUNTY FUND 151 GENERAL DEBT SERVICE FUND AS PREVIOUSLY ADDRESSED

BY JANUARY 15, 2019 ACTION OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

WHEREAS, Van Buren County Fund 116 Solid Waste Fund previously borrowed from and

incurred a $125,000.00 obligation and debt to Van Buren County fund 151 General Debt Service

Fund; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to action taken at a Regular called meeting on January 15, 2019 by

the Van Buren County Board of Commissioners as reflected in the minutes of this meeting, the

$125,000.00 obligation of Van Buren County Fund 116 Solid Waste Fund to Van Buren County

Fund 151 General Debt Service Fund was forgiven; and

WHEREAS, an appropriate Resolution was not then presented and passed reflecting the

January 15, 2019 action and the forgiveness of this obligation, nor following the January 15,

2019 meeting of the Van Buren County Board of Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, the Van Buren County Board of County Commissioners hereby desires to

formerly adopt a Resolution with an effective date of June 30, 2020 declaring said $125,000.00

obligation of Van Buren County Fund 116 Solid Waste Fund due and in favor of Van Buren

County Fund 151 General debt Service Fund to be forgiven and fully released in accordance

with the January 15, 2019 action of the Board of Commissioners.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the $125,000.00 Van Buren County Fund 116

Solid Waste Fund debt and obligation due and in favor of Van Buren County Fund 151 General

debt Service Fund shall be and is hereby forgiven and fully released in accordance with action

taken by the Van Buren County Board of Commissioners at a Regular meeting on January 15,

2019.

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED that  this  Resolution  shall  and  is  hereby  declare  to  be

retroactive  and  effective  as  of  June  30,  2020  the  public  welfare  of  Van  Buren  County  so

requiring.

PRESENTED AND PASSED ON THIS, THE 15TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2020

 __________________________________ ____________________________________

County Mayor Greg Wilson County Clerk Lisa Rigsby



The  auditor  had  suggested  that  the  Commission  draft  a  Resolution  for  approval  for  the

forgiveness of the Solid Waste money that was used to purchase the BDS site. The Commission

had  taken  action  at  the  January  2019  Meeting  to  forgive  this  debt  but  now  have  been

instructed to approve this Resolution to make it final. County Attorney Howard Upchurch drew

the Resolution up and sent  it  to  the Comptroller’s  office as  well.  William Maxwell  made a

motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve this Retro-active Resolution as presented. 

Upon  roll  call:   David  Chandler,  Terry  Hickey,  William  Maxwell,  Mickey  Robinson,  Henry

Seamons,  Brian Simmons,  and Robert Van Winkle voted yes.  Joey Grissom and Bill  Mosley

abstained. 7-yes votes. 2-abstained. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Cares Act

The County will receive $86,475.00 in Grant money from the Cares Act to help with the cost of

COVID-19. This money was not added to the Budget. William Maxwell made a motion, second

by Mickey Robinson to enter $86,475.00 into the Budget to be included in the revenue as well

as expenditures. Revenue code 46900 increase by $86,475.00, expenditure code 51100-309

increase by $86,475.00.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.



COVID-19 Policy & Resolution

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

RESOLUTION NO. 429 18-04-2020

A RESOLUTION AMENDING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES TO ALL COUNTY GENERAL

DEPARTMENTS, OFFICES AND VAN BUREN COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the United State of America is in the midst of a global Health pandemic know as

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19), and

WHEREAS, Van Buren County is not immune to the effects of COVID-19, and

WHEREAS, THE United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has advised that all

persons should help prevent the spread of COVID-19 by practicing social distancing, and

WHEREAS, as a Government Entity, many of the services provided by County Employees are

essential for the continued operation of the Government and the Health, safety, and well-being

of all Citizens, 

WHEREAS, Van Buren County is obligated to adhere to the guidelines and orders established by

the United State Government and State of Tennessee for the well-being of its employees and

Citizenry at large while also continuing to provide necessary services, and

WHEREAS, this pandemic has created an unprecedented time for our County which calls for an

unprecedented response to help protect our employees and Citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Legislative Body of Van Buren County, Tennessee as

follows: 

Section 1. The Legislative Body hereby adopts the Emergency Policies and Procedures attached,

and hereby incorporated by reference, which allow for alternative means and methods for the

delivery of services by Van Buren County’ employees in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Section 2.  The Policies and Procedures hereby adopted shall  supplement all  existing Policies

and  Procedures  of  the  Van  Buren County  Government  and  of  those  officials  who  have  so

indicated  their  acceptance  thereof.  The  Officials  who  have  accepted  these  Policies  and

Procedures as supplemental  to their  own have indicated their concurrence by affixing their

signature to the attached letter, which is hereby incorporated by reference.

Section  3. Nothing  in  these  Policies  or  Procedures  shall  bae  construed  as  authorizing  or

sanctioning  the  dereliction  of  duties  by  any  Official  or  employee.  County  Government

operations,  by  their  very  nature,  are  essential  to  the  successful  functioning  of  a  Local

Community.  Therefore,  all  Officials  and  employees  are  called  upon  to  continue  providing

services to the Citizens of Van Buren County, to the greatest extent possible, during this public

Health pandemic.

Section 4. All other Resolution, Orders, Policies, Procedures, or parts thereof, in conflict with

the provisions of this Resolution are, to the extent of such conflict, hereby repealed, and this

Resolution shall be in immediate effect from and after its adoption. 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Legislative Body of Van Buren County, Tennessee that all

rules, guidelines, and provisions of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA), which

may  apply  to  any  employee  of  Van  Buren  County,  granting  a  right  to  paid  sick  leave  or

expanded family medical leave is hereby incorporated in any employee Policy of Van Buren

County as required by Federal Law.

Motion made by William Maxwell and seconded by Mickey Robinson that the above Resolution

be adopted.

On roll call, the vote was recorded as follows:

A. YES: 9

B. NO: 0

The above Resolution was passed on the 15th day of September, 2020.

ATTEST:

 ____________________________________ ______________________________

County Clerk Lisa Rigsby Chairman Joey Grissom

Approved the 15th day of September, 2020

 ____________________________________

Mayor Greg Wilson











Mayor Wilson explained to the Full Commission the COVID-19 Policy and Resolution is required

if the County has an employee who goes out on quarantined  or they have COVID-19 they will

not have to take their leave and will be paid for that time. The Commission has to pass this in

order for the County to get reimbursed for that money. Mayor Wilson stated, “An employee

would have to take their leave without this Policy and the County would not get reimbursed.”

William  Maxwell  made  a  motion,  second  by  Mickey  Robinson  to  approve  this  Policy  and

Resolution as presented.



Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.

Committee B Report

Committee B September 1, 2020

Members present:      Brian Simmons, Terry Hickey, Michael Woodlee, Bill Mosley,
Absent (Joey Grissom) 
Also present Mayor Greg Wilson and Committee A member Will Maxwell

Bids for commercial real estate agent fees for BDS property and Masonic Lodge property. Mayor Wilson
presented to committee members that he and members of the solid waste Committee would like to put
out for bid Van Buren County’s solid waste and the county would no longer operate the solid waste
department.  This would be put out as two Bids. One bid would offer Van Buren County citizens county
wide curbside household trash Pickup. The second bid would be the purchase of the BDS property and
equipment.  After  much  discussion  and  questions,  it  was  decided  to  send  this  to  the  solid  waste
Committee to draw up the bid  proposals  and to bring those before the full  commission,  Chairman
Simmons asked that the bid proposal for curbside pick-up have a choice for Citizens to not be required
to sign up for the curbside pick-up but have a choice to haul Their own trash to the BDS site and pay by
the pound to dispose of it.   A motion was made by Bill Mosley and second by Terry Hickey to send to
the solid waste committee. Roll call vote:  Bill Mosely (yes) Terry Hickey (yes) Michael Woodley (yes)
Brian Simmons (yes)

Because the BDS property and the Masonic property were done on the same vote Mayor Wilson was
not able to solicit bids for a Commercial real estate broker for the Masonic Lodge property alone. Since
the full commission had already gave approval for the bids on both properties we decided to take a vote
to allow the Mayor to solicit bids for a Commercial real estate broker to sell the masonic lodge as a
separate property. A motion was made by Bill Mosley Second by Michael Woodlee   Roll call vote:   Bill
Mosley (yes) Terry Hickey (yes) Michael Woodlee (Yes) motion carried

Chairman Simmons brought to the attention of the committee that he had received an Email from the
American Legion post 207 that they would like to make an offer on the Masonic lodge property. They
would like to offer $10,000.00. The committee discussed this and thought the proper thing would be
once a Commercial Broker is contracted by The County, the legion should make their offer through the
broker.

Mayor Wilson updated committee B on the COVID situation at administration building and how some of
the offices are going to have to be closed because of cases within the Staff. Also the building is going to
be required to have a deep clean and disinfect.

With no other business the meeting was opened to questions from citizens with none Motion was made
by Terry Hickey to adjourn, second by Bill Mosely, Roll Call vote Bill (yes) Terry (yes) Michael (yes) Brian
(yes) meeting adjourned.

 ____________________________________________________________________________



Committee B Chairman Brian Simmons brought forward the Minutes from the September 1,

2020 Committee B Meeting and no action was taken.

Commercial Real Estate Bids for Masonic Building

Mayor  Wilson brought  to the Full  Commission that  he had received a bid  on the Masonic

Building but it was passed the dead-line today. (1 hr. and 45 mins late) The Full Commission

discussed with the County Attorney’s input on the different ways the County could put this back

on the market. It could be re-bid out for a Commercial Real Estate Frim or take bids on it. After

much discussion on this matter, Bill Mosley made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to repost

it with a Commercial Real Estate Agent for a re-bid. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. No changes to

any yes vote. Motion passed.



Old Business

Resolution for 5 day Rule

SEPTEMBER 15, 2020

RESOLUTION NO. 428

VAN BUREN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENT FOR DELIVERY OF AGENDAS AND AGENDA

MATERIALS FIVE DAYS PRIOR TO MEETING OF BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

WHEREAS, the Van Buren County Board of County Commissioners previously adopted a

Resolution requiring Agenda and accompanying materials scheduled for consideration by the

Board of County Commissioners at the Board’s Regular meetings or special called meetings to

be delivered to each individual County Commissioner ten (10) days prior to such meetings; and

WHEREAS, due to the direct and collateral consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic and

the  financial/budgeting  distress  facing  the  Van  Buren  County  Government  identified  by

auditors,  and/or  the requirement  for  immediate  action often to  be  taken by  the  Board  of

County Commissioners in response to rapidly developing events or exigencies,  the Board of

County Commissioners hereby desires to adopt a Resolution reducing the period of time for

delivery of Agendas and accompanying materials to five (5) days prior to the Board’s Regular

meetings or Special called meetings, subject however, to matters properly presented at such

regular  meetings  under  new  business  or  to  matters  properly  presented at  all  meetings  as

otherwise authorized by law and the rules of procedure applicable to meetings of the Board of

County Commissioners.

NOW THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Van Buren County Board of Commissioners

that  the previous Resolution of the Board of County Commissioners for Van Buren County,

Tennessee requiring the delivery of Agendas and accompanying materials to each individual

Commissioner  ten (10)  days  prior  to  Board  meetings  shall  be  and  is  hereby  amended and

modified as set forth herein. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that for all Regular meetings and special called meetings of

the  Van Buren County  Board  of  County  Commissioners  occurring  after  the passage  of  this

Resolution,  all  Agendas  and  accompanying  materials  shall  be  delivered  to  each  individual

Commissioner five (5) days prior to the meeting, in order for consideration by the Board of such

Agenda matters at Regular meetings or special called meeting.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Resolution shall not prohibit the consideration of

matters properly presented to the Van Buren County Board of County Commissioners at the

Board’s Regular called meetings under new business or the consideration of such other matters

properly  presented to  the  Board  at  all  meetings  in  accordance  with  law  and  the  rules  or

procedures applicable to meetings of the Van Buren Board of County Commissioners, the public

welfare so requiring.

PRESENTED AND PASSED ON THIS, THE 15TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2020.

 ___________________________________ ____________________________________

County Mayor Greg Wilson County Clerk Lisa Rigsby



Van  Buren  County  previously  adopted  a  Resolution  requiring  agenda’s  and  materials  for

consideration before a meeting to be delivered to each Commissioner 10 days prior to each

meeting but because of COVID-19 pandemic and immediate action that needs to be taken by

the Full  Commission for  the County,  they would like to change this  to  5  days  prior  to the

meetings. This was discussed at a prior meeting requesting the County Attorney to draw up a

new Resolution on this matter. William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to

accept  this  Resolution  to  change  from  a  10  day  rule  to  a  5  day  rule  for  submission  of

paperwork.

Upon  roll  call:  David  Chandler,  Terry  Hickey,  William  Maxwell,  Mickey  Robinson,  Henry

Seamons, Brian Simmons and Robert Van Winkle voted yes. Joey Grissom and Bill Mosley voted

no. 7-yes votes, 2-no votes. Motion passed.

New Business

Notary for Karla Hillis-Cochran

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Henry Seamons to approve the Notary renewal for

Karla Hillis-Cochran. 

Upon  roll  call:   David  Chandler,  Joey  Grissom,  Terry  Hickey,  William  Maxwell,  Bill  Mosley,

Mickey  Robinson,  Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  and  Robert  Van  Winkle  voted  yes.  No

changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Questions about the Wheel Tax

Commissioner Bill Mosley asked Mayor Wilson to explain to the Citizens on Zoom about the

confusion if the Wheel Tax is voted in if the amount is raised or lowed in the future would it go

back on the Ballot for the people to vote on. Mayor Wilson explained that he had spoken to

County Attorney Howard Upchurch on this matter today. Mayor Wilson stated, “You can’t raise

the Wheel tax unless the people vote on this.” “Anytime a Wheel tax is voted on by the people

the  only  way that  it  can  be changed is  through  the  vote  of  the people.”  County  Attorney

Howard Upchurch stated, “I know what Mr. Mosley is talking about because the Ballot question

is somewhat limited and condensed, you don’t print the whole Resolution and the enabling

Statue for a Ballot purpose.” Mr. Upchurch prepared the Ballot that he is required to do as the

County Attorney.  Mr. Upchurch stated, “The Ballot does not change the statue, General Law

will require action by the voters to amend that tax rate that is established regardless of what

the Ballot says.” Mayor Wilson stated, “In the future five days down the road or two years

down the road if the Commission decides that they want to raise it, it has to go straight to the

Ballot.” Commissioner Mosley thank them for explaining this to the Citizens of the County.

Election Commissioner

William Maxwell spoke at the last meeting about Committee A not receiving a Budget from the

Election Commissioner, Mr. Maxwell stated, “I spoke in error, I apologize, I did have that Budget

in an e-mail that was sent back in June, I did not see that, I wasn’t aware.” “I just wanted to

clear that up and let everyone know I was wrong. I will take full responsibility for that.”  



Amendment for the General Purpose School’s and Cafeteria Budget

Director of School’s was present at the Meeting to address the Full Commission because of the

recent Approval of the School/Cafeteria Budget needing Budget Amendments in order to meet

our  3% Fund Balance.  Ms.  Cole  passed out  a  new Budget  with these Amendments  added.

County Attorney Upchurch asked if the School Board had approved these amendments but they

were not meeting until the next evening for approval. So after much discussion on this matter

the Commission decided to have a Special Called Meeting Wednesday September 23 rd at 6:00

p.m. giving time for approval by the School Board and to alert the Public of the Special Called

Meeting. 

1981 Law

Mayor Wilson addressed the Full Commission on his thoughts on the 1981 Law. He would like

for the Commission to consider going to the 1981 Law, now we are under the General Law. If

the County goes to the 1981 Law there will be a Financial Director hired and Mayor Wilson

thinks this would be an asset for Van Buren County for all departments. There are very few

Counties in the State that is still under General Law. He would like for the Commission to be

thinking on this matter for the Future. 

Van Buren County Citizens

Chairman Joey Grissom had two Citizens that previously asked to address the Full Commission 

with some questions and concerns.

Adjournment

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to adjourn. All agreed by voice 

vote. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m. 

 ____________________________________ __________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby

 




