
MINUTES OF THE VAN BUREN COUNTY COMMISSION

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

A Public Hearing was held at 5:30 p.m. for the public to ask questions before action was taken

on the land tax increase by the Full Commission. Many Citizens ask questions and spoke of

their concerns about the Tax increase. (This Meeting was conducted through conference call

due to Governor’s Orders because of COVID 19. This Meeting was also videoed live on Van

Buren  Counties  Facebook  page,  also  you  can  find  it  on  Vanburencountytn.com.)  Hearing

ending at 6:36 p.m.

The Van Buren County Commission met in a Special Called Meeting Monday August 10, 2020 at

6:43 p.m. at the Van Buren County Administrative Facility & Justice Center. The following action

was taken as recorded in Minute Book, “R”.

Call to Order

Sheriff Eddie Carter called the Meeting to Order.

Roll Call

Member present: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell,  Bill  Mosley,

Mickey Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee.

Also present: County Attorney Howard Upchurch, County Mayor Greg Wilson, County Clerk Lisa

Rigsby, Sheriff Eddie Carter, and Jail Admin. Jarrod Campbell, Director of Schools Cheryl Cole,

Ben Rogers with CTAS, EMS Director Tiawanna Bricker, Chief of Police Michael Brock, and Brian

Wilmuth with Stone.com out of Cookeville.

Mayor Wilson led us in prayer.

Approval of Minutes from the June 23, 2020 Meeting

Mickey Robinson made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to approve the Minutes from the

June 23, 2020 Meeting. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Bill

Mosley voted no. 9-yes votes, 1-No vote. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 

Committee A Report Budget Approval for 20/21 Fiscal Year

Committee A Chairman William Maxwell went over the Minutes from the July 9th and July 28th 

Meetings to the Full Commission. 

Committee A

July 9th 2020
Roll Call: 

Members present: David Chandler, Henry Seamons, and Will Maxwell.  

Mayor Greg Wilson also in attendance and several employees from the State of Tennessee 

Comptroller’s office, Director of schools Cheryl Cole, Darlene Hale, Jail Admin. Jarred Campbell, 

(This meeting was conducted through conference call due to Covid-19)



Presentation from Barrett Group:  

Heard from Donna Barrett with the Barrett group. We could hire this group to audit our situs-

based taxes to ensure we are receiving all  possible revenue.  A contract was presented for

review to enter into an agreement for this audit. 

Mr. Chandler made the motion to send to full commission for consideration to allow the county

mayor to enter into a contract with the Barrett Group pending the county attorney approval.

Seconded By: Mr Seamons All Voted Yes  

Budget amendments for General Schools 

Director of schools presented budget amendment for the school to move some money from

special projects back into fund balance in the amount of $964,626.93 See attachment 

Mr. Seamons made the motion to approve the journal entry to move $964,626.93 from fund

141 back into fund balance Seconded by Mr. Chandler All Voted Yes.

Comments from Property Assessor Office 

The Committee Heard from Ms. Darlene Hale. She spoke of the importance of the need for the

part time employees in her office and how this would affect her operation if they were cut from

the budget.   

Budget Discussion

 A lengthy discussion was had about the coming year budget and it was decided we should have

a full commission work secession on July 14th at 6pm to explain where we are and obtain some

direction from the commission on were, we would like to be.   

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Seamons. All Voted Yes.

 _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee A

July 28th 2020
Roll Call: 

Members present: David Chandler, Henry Seamons, Mickey Robinson, Robert Van Winkle and

Will Maxwell.  

Mayor Greg Wilson also in attendance and several  employees from the State of Tennessee

Comptroller’s  office,  Director  of  schools  Cheryl  Cole,  (This  meeting was conducted through

conference call due to Covid-19)

Director of schools Cheryl Cole 

The school budget was received from the director of schools to include some cuts that were

explained by the Director. Discussion was also had about the future needs of funding of the

school system.  Budget will be included in the full county budget for approval.

 

Wheel Tax Discussion 

Mr. Seamons made a motion to send to commission for approval of a Wheel Tax of $40 per

registered vehicle to be placed on the November 3rd ballet for vote by the citizens of Van Buren

County.  The  revenue  generated  from wheel  tax  would  be distributed,  50% to  the  General

Purpose  School  Fund  and  50%  to  the  County  General  Fund.  Except  any  active,  Volunteer

firefighter shall be exempt from one yearly wheel tax fee upon yearly certification of sworn



statement from the chief of the fire department to which the person is attached conforming

the person is an active, volunteer firefighter. The same sworn statement used to satisfy the

state statute exempting volunteer firefighters from registration fee shall be used. Motion was

seconded by Mr. Van Winkle All Voted Yes.

      

Review of Road Supervisor Budget 

Budget of the county road supervisor was distributed to the committee for review and will be

included into the county budget for approval.

      

Budget Discussion:

 Several versions of the budget were reviewed by committee to include current tax rate, Break

Even point, and a $0.45 property tax increased budget. 

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to send to the full  commission for approval  the budget

containing a $0.45 tax increase to a total tax rate of $2.76 Seconded by Mr. Seamons All Voted

Yes. 

Adjourn

Motion was made by Mr. Chandler to Adjourn and seconded by Mr. Robinson. All Voted Yes.

 _____________________________________________________________________________

Committee A Chairman William Maxwell brought forward action that needs to be taken by

the Full commission from the July 9th & 28th, 2020 Budget Meetings.

Budget Amendments for General Schools

Van Buren County Board of Education

Transaction Pre-Post Report

Fund 141
Type GL Account Description Period Date Debit Amount Credit Amount

Je 141-34660   to transfer restricted & assigned into unassigned June 2020            6/30/2020            $185,723.92                $0.00

Je 141-34680   to transfer restricted & assigned into unassigned June 2020            6/30/2020               400,000.00                $0.00

Je 141-34685   to transfer restricted & assigned into unassigned June 2020            6/30/2020                 69,135.06                $0.00

Je 141-34760   to transfer restricted & assigned into unassigned     June 2020            6/30/2020               114,069.23                $0.00

Je 141-34765   to transfer restricted & assigned into unassigned June 2020            6/30/2020               195,698.72                $0.00

Je 141-39000   to transfer restricted & assigned into unassigned June 2020            6/30/2020                           0.00                $0.00

   $964,626.93 $964,626.93

Fund Totals    $964,626.93              $964,626.93

Director of schools Cheryl Cole presented a budget amendment for the school to approve the

journal entry to move $964,626.93 from Fund 141 back into fund balance. William Maxwell

made a motion, second by David Chandler to approve the journal entry to move $964,626.93

from Fund 141 back into fund balance. All approved by voice vote. Motion passed. 

Budget Approval for the Fiscal Year 20/21
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RESOLUTION NUMBER 423

A RESOLUTION MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE VARIOUS FUNDS, DEPARTMENTS,

INSTITUTIONS, OFFICES AND AGENCIES OF VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE

FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021

SECTION 1. BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of County Commissioners of Van Buren County,

Tennessee, assembled in a Called Meeting on the 10th day of August 2020, that the amounts

hereafter set out are hereby appropriated for the purpose of  meeting the expenses of  the

various funds, departments, institutions, offices, and agencies of Van Buren County, Tennessee,

for the capital outlay, and for meeting the payment of principal and interest on the County’s

debt maturing during the year beginning July 1, 2020 and ending June 30, 2021, according to

the following schedule:

GENERAL FUND

51110 County Commission            $599,350.00

51210 Board of Equalization     1,500.00

    

51220 Beer Board                               0

51300 County Mayor 177,884.00

51400 County Attorney   10,500.00

51500 Election Commission (including Voter Registration)              119,984.00

51600 Register of Deeds   89,404.00

51720 Planning      3,250.00

51800 County Buildings 221,725.00

51910 Preservation of Records                   0

52300 Property Assessor’s Office  130,879.00

52400 County Trustee’s Office  128,514.00

52500 County Clerk’s Office  121,689.00

53100 Circuit Court  127,582.00

53300 General Sessions Judge    44,300.00

53400 Chancery Court    95,985.00

53500 Juvenile Court    10,000.00

53700 Judicial Commissioners      7,275.00

54110 Sheriff’s Department  589,356.00

54210 Jail  895,795.00

54310 Fire Prevention and Control      1,000.00

54490 Other Emergency Management      2,000.00

54610 County Coroner/Medical Examiner      7,500.00

54900 Other Public Safety  100,000.00

55110 Local Health Center     12,500.00

55310 Regional Mental Health Center               .00

55390 Appropriation to State   24,510.00

56100 Adult Activities                  0

56300 Senior Citizens Assistance                  0

56500 Libraries   30,364.00

56700 Parks and Fair Boards                 00

56900 Other Social, Cultural and Recreational                 00

57100 Agriculture Extension Service   46,551.00

57500 Soil Conservation   53,490.00

58120 Industrial Development               .00

58130 Housing and Urban Development               .00



58300 Veteran’s Services   10,569.00

58400 Other Charges              212,542.00

58600 Employee’s Benefits   45,040.00

58900 Miscellaneous   25,000.00

64000 Litter and Trash Collection   45,560.00

82110 General Government Debt Service 111,871.00

Total General Fund        $4,079,059.00

               

COURTHOUSE & JAIL MAINTENANCE FUND

Total Courthouse & Jail Maintenance Fund            $71,705.00

SOLID WASTE/SANITATION FUND

55731 Public Health and Welfare             $56,020.00

55732 Convenience Centers             237,750.00

55754 Landfill Operation & Maintenance                 7,200.00

Total Solid Waste/Sanitation Fund            $300,970.00

AMBULANCE SERVICE FUND

55130 Ambulance/Emergency Medical Services            $664,950.00

Total Ambulance Service Fund            $664,950.00

LOCAL PURPOSE TAX FUND

54310 Fire Prevention and Control            $154,000.00

58400 Other Charges                  3,360.00

Total Local Purpose Tax Fund            $157,800.00

DRUG CONTROL FUND

54150 Drug Enforcement                00

58400 Other Charges     1,150.00

Total Drug Control Fund     1,150.00

HIGHWAY/PUBLIC WORKS FUND

61000 Administration           $193,036.00

62000 Highway and Bridge Maintenance          1,171,695.00

63100 Operation and Maintenance of Equipment             328,000.00

63400 Quarry Operations  12,800.00

65000 Other Charges             121,000.00

66000 Employee Benefits             138,290.00

68000 Capital Outlay               64,800.00

TOTAL HIGHWAY/PUBLIC WORKS FUND       $2,030,029.00



GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND

71100 Regular Instruction Program         $3,698,000.00

71200 Special Education Program 573,300.00

71300 Vocational Education Program 275,700.00

72110 Attendance   89,900.00

72120 Health Services 183,200.00

72130 Other Student Support 246,700.00

72210 Regular Instruction Program 306,500.00

72220 Special Education Program 176,800.00

72230 Vocational Education Program     6,280.00

72310 Board of Education 197,200.00

72320 Director of Schools 148,900.00

72410 Office of Principal 423,100.00

72510 Fiscal Services 183,700.00

72610 Operation of Plant 666,300.00

72620 Maintenance of Plant 136,100.00

72710 Transportation              469,200.00

73300 Community Services              250,400.00

73400 Early Childhood Education 302,300.00

76100 Regular Capital Outlay              235,000.00

82130 Principal-Education   88,000.00

82230 Interest-Education   50,000.00

82330 Other Debt Service-Education   10,000.00

Total General Purpose School Fund        $9,019,180.00

CENTRAL CAFETERIA FUND

73100 Food Service             $675,400.00

Total Central Cafeteria Fund            $675,400.00

GENERAL DEBT SERVICE FUND

58900 Miscellaneous                .00 

81100 General Government Debt Service                             .00

82110 Principal on Bonds                                   225,000.00

82210 Interest on Bonds                                                     74,573.00                

82310               General Debt Government Service                                      4,200.00

Total General Debt Service Fund              $303,773.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,   that the budget for the School Federal Projects Fund

shall  be  the budget  approved for  separate  projects  within  NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND (NCLB),

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA-Part B and Preschool), Carl Perkins Vocational

fund and other federal grants by the Van Buren County Board of Education.

SECTION 2. BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  there  are  also  hereby  appropriated  certain

portions of the commissions and fees for collecting taxes and licenses and for administering

other funds which the Trustee, County Clerk, Circuit Court Clerk, Clerk and Master, Register and

the Sheriff and their officially authorized deputies and assistants may be entitled to receive

under State laws heretofore or hereafter enacted.



Expenditures out of Commissions, and /or fees collected by the Trustee, County Clerk, Circuit

Court Clerk, Clerk and Master, Register, and Sheriff may be made for such purposes and in such

amounts as may be authorized by existing law or by valid order of any court having power to

make such appropriations. Any excess commissions and/or fees collected over and above the

expenditures duly and conclusively authorized shall be paid over to the Trustee and converted

into the General Fund as provided by law.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that if any fee officials, as enumerated in Section 8-22-101,

Tennessee Code Annotated, operate under provisions of Sections 8-22-104, Tennessee Code

Annotated, provisions of the preceding paragraph shall not apply to those particular officials.

SECTION 3.  BE  IF  FURTHER RESOLVED, that  any  amendment  to  the  budget,  except  for

amendments to the budget for funds under supervision of the Director of Schools,  shall  be

approved as provided in Section 5-9-407, Tennessee Code Annotated. The Director of Schools

must receive approval of the Board of Education for transfers within each major category of the

budget, and approval of both the Board of Education and Board of County Commissioners for

transfers between major categories as required by law.

One copy of each amendment shall be filed with the County Clerk, one copy with the Chairman

of the Budget Committee, and one copy with each divisional or departmental head concerned.

The reason(s) for each transfer shall be clearly stated; however, this section shall in no case

whatsoever be construed as authorizing transfer from one fund to another,  but shall  apply

solely to transfers within a certain fund.

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, any appropriations made by this resolution, which

cover the same purpose, for which a specific appropriation is made by statute is made in lieu of

but not in addition to said statutory appropriation. The salary, wages, or remuneration of each

officer, employee, or agent of the County shall not be in excess of the amounts authorized by

existing law or as set forth in the estimate of expenditures which accompanies this resolution.

Provided, however, that appropriations for such salaries, wages, or other remuneration hereby

authorized  shall  in  no  case  be  construed as  permitting expenditures  for  an  office,  agency,

institution, division or department of the County in excess of the appropriation made herein for

such office, agency, institution, division, or department of the County. Such appropriation shall

constitute the limit to the expenditures of any office, agency, institution, division or department

for the year ending June 30, 2021. The aggregate expenditures for any item of appropriation

shall in no instance be more than the amount herein appropriated for such item.

SECTION 5. BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  any  resolution  which  may  hereafter  be

presented to the Board of County Commissioners providing for appropriations in addition to

those made by this Budget Appropriation Resolution shall specifically provide sufficient revenue

or other funds actually to be provided during the year in which the expenditures it to be made

to meet such additional appropriation. Said appropriating resolution shall be submitted to and

approved by the State Director of Local Finance after its adoption as provided by Section 9-21-

403, Tennessee Code Annotated.

SECTION 6. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Mayor and County Clerk, are hereby

authorized  to  borrow money  on  revenue  anticipation  notes,  provided  such  notes  are  first

approved by the State Director of Local Finance, to pay for the expenses herein authorized until

the taxes and other revenue for the year 2020-2021 have been collected. 



The proceeds of loans for each individual fund shall not exceed 60% of the appropriations of

each fund and shall be used only to pay the expenses and other requirements of the fund for

which the loan is made. The loan shall be paid out of revenue from the fund for which money is

borrowed. The notes evidencing the loans authorized under this section shall be issued under

the applicable Sections of Title 9, Chapter 21, Tennessee Code Annotated. Said notes shall be

signed by the County Mayor and countersigned by the County Clerk, and shall mature and be

paid in full without renewal not later than June 30, 2021.

SECTION 7. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the delinquent County property taxes for the year

2019 and prior years and the interest and penalty thereon collected during the year ending

June 30, 2021, shall be apportioned to the various County funds according to the subdivision of

the tax levy for the year 2020. The Clerk and Master and the Trustee are hereby authorized and

directed to make such apportionment accordingly.

SECTION 8. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all  unencumbered balances of appropriations

remaining at the end  of the year shall lapse and be of no further effect at the end of the year at

June 30, 2021.

SECTION 9. BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, any  resolution  or  part  of  a  resolution  which

heretofore has been passed by the Board of County Commissioners which is in conflict with any

provision in this resolution be and the same is hereby repealed.

SECTION 10. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this resolution shall  take effect from and after its

passage and its provisions shall be in force from and after July 1, 2020. This resolution shall be

spread upon the minutes of the Board of County Commissioners.

Passed this 10th day of August 2020.

 ___________________________________ ____________________________________

Greg Wilson, County Mayor Lisa Rigsby, County Clerk



RESOLUTION NUMBER 424

RESOLUTION FIXING THE TAX LEVY IN VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE FOR THE YEAR

BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020.

SECTION 1. BE IT RSOLVED,  by the Board of County Commissioners of Van Buren County,

Tennessee, assembled in a Regular Session on this 10th day of August 2020 that the combined

property tax rate for Van Buren County, Tennessee for the year beginning July 1, 2020, shall be

$2.76 on each $100 of taxable property, which is to provide revenue for each of the following

funds and otherwise conform to the following levies:

FUND RATE

General Fund 1.7200

Solid Waste/Sanitation 0.0200

Ambulance Service 0.2000

Local Purpose Tax 0.1000

General Purpose School 0.5500

General Debt Service 0.1700

TOTAL     2.76

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that there is hereby levied a gross receipts tax as

provided by law. The proceeds of the gross receipts tax herein levied shall accrue to the General

Fund.

SECTION 3. BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,  that  all  resolutions  of  the  Board  of  County

Commissioners of Van Buren County, Tennessee, Which are in conflict with this resolution are

hereby repealed.

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that this resolution takes effect from and after its

passage, the public welfare requiring it. This resolution shall be spread upon the minutes of the

Board of County Commissioners.

Passed on this 10th day of August 2020.

 _______________________________________ ____________________________________

Greg Wilson, County Mayor Lisa Rigsby, County Clerk



RESOLUTION NUMBER 425

A RESOLUTION MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO NONPROFIT CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS OF

VAN BUREN COUNTY, TENNESSEE FOR THE BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30,

2021

WHEREAS, Section 5-9-109, Tennessee Code Annotated, authorizes the Van Buren

County Legislative Body to make appropriations to various nonprofit charitable organizations

and,

WHEREAS, the Van Buren County Legislative Body recognizes the various nonprofit

charitable organizations providing services in Van Buren County have great need of funds to

carry on their nonprofit charitable work.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of  County Commissioners of  Van

Buren County on this 10th day of August 2020.

SECTION 1. That two hundred thousand and forty one dollars (200,041.00) be appropriated

to nonprofit organizations in Van Buren County as reflected below.

ACCOUNT DESCRIPTION AMOUNT

NUMBER

______________________________________________________________________________

101-54900-316 Van Buren County E911          $100,000.00

101-56700-316 Parks and Fair Board              00

101-56900-316 Other Social, Cultural/Recreational              00

101-57100-140 Agricultural Extension Service             46,551.00

101-57500-105 Soil & Water Conservation 53,490.00

Total          $200,041.00

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED, that  all  appropriates  enumerated  in  Section  above  are

subject to the following conditions:

1. That  the nonprofit  organizations  to which funds are appropriated shall  file  with the

County Clerk and the disbursing officials a copy of any annual report of its business

affairs and transactions and the proposed use of the County’s funds in accordance with

rules promulgated by the Comptroller of the Treasury, Chapter 0380-2-7. Such annual

report shall be prepared and certified by the Chief Financial Officer of such nonprofit

organization in accordance with Section 5-9-109©, Tennessee Code Annotated.

2. That said funds must only be used by the named nonprofit charitable organizations in

furtherance of their nonprofit charitable purposes benefiting the general welfare of the

residents of Van Buren County.

3. That  it  is  the expressed interest of  the County Commission of  Van Buren County in

providing these funds to the above named nonprofit charitable organizations to be fully

in compliance with Chapter 0380-2-7 of the Rules of the Comptroller of the Treasury,

and Section 5-9-109, Tennessee Code Annotated, and any and all other laws which may

apply to County appropriations to nonprofit organizations and so this appropriation is

made subject to compliance with any and all of these laws and regulations.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this Resolution shall take effect from and after its passage

and its provisions shall be in force from and after July 1, 2020. This Resolution shall be spread

upon the minutes of the Board of County Commissioners.

Passed this 10th day of August 2020.

___________________________________ ____________________________________

Greg Wilson, County Mayor Lisa Rigsby, County Clerk



Van Buren County, Tennessee

Statement of Estimated Revenue from Current Property Taxes

2020/2021 Assessments Based Upon Estimated Assets Valuation of 

Fund                                      Tax Rate              Levy                        12%                        Taxes Collected  
General fund $1.7200        $2,473,360.00     $ 247,336.00 $2,226,079.00

Solid/Waste Sanitation   0.0200                28,760.00              .00         25,885.00

Ambulance Service   0.2000              287,600.00          28,760.00       258,846.00

Local Purpose Tax   0.1000              143,800.00  14,377.00       129,423.00

General Purpose School  0.5500 784,355.00          78,436.00       711,828.00

General Debt Service   0.1700 224,460.00  24,446.00       220,019.00

Total $2.76





































































































Committee A Chairman William Maxwell  stated that the Budget that was provided to each

Commissioner is including a $0.45 property tax increase totaling $2.76. Commissioner Maxwell

explained  also  before  approval  of  the  Budget  in  56500  Libraries  in  the  part-time  help,

Committee A had reduced the amount to $500.00 and with the State it can’t be reduced. The

Committee brought this amount back up to $1843.00 including part-time help with Medicare

and Social Security.

There are six Funds that receive the Property tax as stated below:

General Fund $1.7200

Solid/Waste Sanitation   0.0200

Ambulance Service   0.2000

Local Purpose Tax   0.1000

General Purpose School           0.5500

General Debt Service                      0.1700  

Totaling    $2.76

William Maxwell ask if any Commissioner had any questions on the new Budget. After much

discussion on this matter David Chandler made a motion, second by William Maxwell to except

the Budget as presented with the tax increase. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Mickey Robinson,

Henry  Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van  Winkle  and  Michael  Woodlee  voted  yes.  Bill

Mosley voted No. 9-yes votes, 1-no vote. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Budget Amendments Memo

The  Budget  Committee  is  sending  out  letters  to  all  Elected  Officials,  Administrators  and

Department Heads to address the correct way to process a Budget Amendment. Letter is as

following: (No action taken)





Committee B Report

Committee B      

July-14-2020

Members Present,   Brian Simmons, Joey Grissom, and Bill Mosley.

Members Absent,   Michael Woodee, Terry Hickey 

Also present  Mayor  Greg Wilson,  and Craig  Hughes,  Henry Seamons,  and some citizens by

teleconference.

Item 1: BDS property 

Craig Hughes a commercial real estate broker spoke with us about putting the BDS property on

the market. Craig visited the site and did an estimate of the property value. He stated the BDS

property  has  great  exposer  to  state  Hwy.  111  and  he  feels  this  property  would  have  a

commercial property value between $475,000.00 and $550,000.00 if sold as a whole property.

He also stated it could be listed as 3 separate tracts. Tract 1 would consist of the buildings and

5.8 acres and would be priced at $299,000.00. Tract 2 would be the north east section of the

property and consist of 4 acres and would be priced at $199,000.00. Tract 3 would 7.4 acres

and be priced at $399,000.00.  Mr. Hughes stated with everything going on bigger companies

are looking for more friendly areas to do business.  A motion was made by Bill and Seconded by

Joey to bring to the full commission to place this property on the market with Mr. Hughes for

$500,000.00 for the property as a whole and to also market it in the tracks at the prices stated

for each track. Mr. Hughes would charge 6% of sold price and we would leave on the market for

18 months.  Roll call vote Joey (yes) Bill (yes) Brian (yes) motion passed.

Item 2 Masonic Building

Mr. Hughes also inspected the county owned Masonic building. This building was used as office

space after the fire, before we got the new building constructed. Mr. Hughes seemed to think

that the building might appeal to a new law firm as office space or even with Fall Creek Falls

State park so nearby could possibly cause an interest from a buyer to convert into a bed and

breakfast type operation. He suggested putting it on the market at $99,000.00.  It would also be

marketed for 18 months with a 6% commission. A motion was made by Bill seconded by Joey to

take this to the full commission. Roll Call vote Joey (yes) Bill (yes) Brian (yes) 

Item 3 Senior Citizens Bus

No Action/ Tabled

Item 4 Slaughter House

Barry Austin and Jeremy Howard are in the process of putting in a USDA slaughter house in the

Van Buren county industrial park. The full commission voted to let them use 1.5 acres for the

construction of the building and parking in our last meeting. However there is another 7.5 acre

parcel that connects to the 1.5 acre parcel that they have requested to be added in also. Our

County Attorney would add this to our contract with them. Pending the passing of the full

commission. Joey made a motion, seconded by Bill to take this to the full commission. All voted

yes.

New Business 

None (Questions from audience; none)

Adjournment 

Motion made by Bill seconded by Joey, all voted in favor.



____________________________________________________________________________

Committee B Chairman Brian Simmons brought forward action that needs to be taken by the

Full Commission from the July 14, 2020 Committee B Meeting.

BDS Property and Masonic Building

Craig Hughes a Commercial Real Estate broker spoke with Committee B about putting the BDS

Property on the Market. Mr. Hughes visited the site and did an estimate of the property value.

He stated the BDS property has great exposer to state Hwy. 111 and he feels this property

would have a commercial property value between $475,000.00 and $550,000.00 if sold as a

whole property. He also stated it could be listed as 3 separate tracts. Tract 1 would consist of

the buildings and 5.8 acres and would be priced at $299,000.00. Tract 2 would be the north east

section of the property and consist of 4 acres and would be priced at $199,000.00. Tract 3

would be 7.4 acres and be priced at $399,000.00. Mr. Hughes also inspected the county owned

Masonic building. He suggested putting it on the market at $99,000.00.  Brian Simmons made a

motion, second by Michael Woodlee for the Mayor to solicit bids from Commercial Real Estate

Agents on their fees to market these properties and bring the information back to Committee B.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Slaughter House

Barry Austin and Jeremy Howard are in the process of putting in a USDA slaughter house in the

Van Buren County Industrial Park. The full commission voted to let them use 1.5 acres for the

Construction of  the building and parking in the last  County  Commission Meeting.  However

there is another 7.5 acre parcel that connects to the 1.5 acre parcel that they have requested to

be  added  in  also.  Our  County  Attorney  would  add  this  to  our  contract  with  them.  Brian

Simmons made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee for the 7.5 acre parcel to be added to

the contact.  

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Approval of Quarterly Reports

David  Chandler  made  a  motion,  second  by  Robert  Van  Winkle  to  approve  the  Quarterly

Reports. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Change to Monthly Reports

The Budget Committee (A) is requesting a monthly Financial Report from the Mayor’s Office.

William Maxwell made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to approve the request for the monthly

Financial Reports. 

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Approval of Notary for Dovie Williams

Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to deny the Notary for Dovie Williams.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.



Wheel Tax Resolution

RESOLUTION NO. 426

TO LEVY A COUNTY-WIDE MOTOR VEHICLE TAX. CALL A REFERENDUM ON THE QUESTION OF

WHETHER A COUNTY-WIDE MOTOR VEHICLE TAX SHOUD BE LEVIED. BOARD OF COUNTY

COMISSIONERS.

VAN BUREN COUNTY TENNESSEE AUGUST 10, 2020

WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated, section 5-8-102, authorize Counties to Levy and have

approved by a majority of the number of qualified voters of the County voting in an election on

the question of whether or not the tax should be levied, a motor vehicle privilege tax as a

condition precedent to the operation of a motor vehicle within a County; and 

WHEREAS, the need for new revenue sources is great in Van Buren County;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Van Buren County Legislative Body;

Section 1. For  the privilege of  using the public  roads  and highways,  in  Van Buren County,

Tennessee, there is levied upon motor-driven vehicles, and upon the privilege of the operation

thereof $40 dollars per vehicle, except motorcycles, motor-driven bicycles and scooters, farm

tractors, self-propelled farm machines not usually used for operation upon public highways or

roads,  and  motor-driven  vehicles  owned  by  any  Government  agency  or  Governmental

Instrumentality and except for other exemptions provided by General law, special privilege tax

for the benefit of such County, Volunteer Firefighters within Van Buren County shall be exempt

from one motorized vehicle wheel tax per year, volunteer firefighters name must appear on the

active Fire Department list, signed and notarized by the Fire Chief. That list shall be presented

annually to the County Clerk’s Office in the month of January each year.

Section 2. The tax herein levied shall be paid to and collected by the County Clerk of Van Buren

County,  who is authorized by Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 67-4-103. To collect such

privilege taxes. The County Clerk shall collect this tax at the same time he or she collects the

State privilege tax levied upon the operation of a motor-driven vehicle over the public highways

of  this  State.  The  County  Clerk  shall  deduct  a  fee  of  Five  percent  (5%)  as  authorized  in

Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 8-21-701 (55), from the amount of taxes collected and paid

over to the Trustee.

Section 3. Payment of the privilege tax imposed hereunder shall be evidenced by a receipt,

issued in duplicate by the County Clerk, the original of which shall be kept by the owner of the

motor-driven vehicle, and by a decal also issued by the County Clerk, which shall be displayed

by affixing the decal on and to the lower right corner of the license plate in the space provided

for such decal. The design of the decal shall be determined by the County Clerk, being the same

size as the present State Renewal decal. The expense incident to the purchase of such decals

herein  required,  as  well  as  the  expense  of  obtaining  proper  receipts  and  other  records

necessary for the performance of the duties herein incumbent upon the County Clerk shall be

paid from the General Fund of the County.



Section 4. The privilege tax or wheel tax herein levied, when paid together with full, complete

and  explicit  performance  of  and  compliance  with  all  provisions  of  the  Resolutions,  by  the

owner, shall entitle the owner of the motor-driven vehicle for which said tax was paid on and

which the decal has been affixed as herein provided, to operate or allow to be operated his

vehicle over the streets, roads, and highways of the County for a period of one year, which will

run concurrently with the period established for the State registration fees by Tennessee Code

Annotated, section 55-4-104.

In the event the wheel tax decal is sold by the County Clerk for more or less than a full twelve

month period, the tax imposed shall be proportionate to the annual tax fixed for the vehicle

and modified in on other manner, except that the proportional tax shall be rounded off to the

nearest quarter of a dollar.

Section 5. In the event any motor-driven vehicle for which the wheel tax has been paid and the

emblem or decal issued and placed thereon, becomes unusable, obliterated, erased or defaced,

or is destroyed or damage to the extent that is can no longer be operated over the public roads,

streets, or highways of said County; or in the event that the owner transfers the title to the

vehicle, and completely removes therefrom and destroys the decal or emblem issued for and

placed thereon, and the owner makes proper application to the County Clerk for the issuance of

a duplicate decal to be used by the owner for the unexpired term for which the original decal

was issued, and the County Clerk is satisfied that the applicant is entitled to the issuance of

such a duplicate decal and owner pays the County Clerk the sum of $40 dollars, the County will

then issue to such owner a duplicate receipt, cancelling the original receipt delivered to the

owner by the County Clerk, and a duplicate decal shall be provided to be affixed as outlined

above.

Section 6. The process of this tax shall  be deposited in General  Purpose School Fund 50%,

County General Fund 50%.

Section 7. This Resolution shall have no effect unless it is approved by a majority of the number

of qualified voters of Van Buren County, Tennessee, voting in an election on the question of

whether or not the tax should be approved. The County Election Commission, upon passage of

this Resolution, shall call an election on the question of whether or not the wheel tax should be

levied to be held in the November (regular August/November election or a special election),

with the ballots having printed on them the substance of this Resolution. The voters shall vote

for or against the approval of this Resolution and the result of such referendum certified by the

County election Commission to the County Legislative body. The cost of the elections shall be

paid by Van Buren County.

Section 8. For the purpose of approving or rejecting the provisions of this Resolution, it shall be

effective  upon  being  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Van  Buren  County

Legislative Body, the public welfare requiring it. For the purpose of collection of the tax herein

levied, such collection shall begin on the first day of the month following the month that this

Resolution is approved in a referendum For all other purposes, this Resolution shall take effect

upon approval as provided in Section 7.



 _____________________________________

County Executive

Attest:

 ______________________________________

County Clerk

After much discussion on this matter, 50% of this tax will go to the County General Fund and

50% will go to the General Purpose School Fund. William Maxwell made a motion, second by

Terry Hickey to approve the Wheel Tax Resolution as presented to be sent to the voters of Van

Buren County in the November Election.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey Robinson,

Henry Seamons,  Brian  Simmons,  Robert  Van Winkle  and Michael  Woodlee voted yes.  Joey

Grissom voted no. 9-Yes votes, 1-No vote. No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed.

Contacts with Barrett Group









Committee A (Budget  Committee) Heard from Donna Barrett with the Barrett group in the

Meeting on July 9, 2020. If the Commission hires this group to audit the County’s situs-based

taxes they will  ensure we are receiving all  possible revenue.  A contract was presented for

review to enter into an agreement for this audit. William Maxwell made a motion, second by

David Chandler to approve the agreement with Barrett Group.

Upon roll call: David Chandler, Joey Grissom, Terry Hickey, William Maxwell, Bill Mosley, Mickey

Robinson, Henry Seamons, Brian Simmons, Robert Van Winkle and Michael Woodlee voted yes.

No changes to any yes vote. Motion passed. 
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Appointment to Audit Committee Sally Rogalle

Michael Woodlee made a motion, second by Bill Mosley to appoint Sally Rogalle to the Audit

Committee. (Mayor Wilson ask for approval  for Ms. Rogalle to replace her husband George

Rogalle after his passing. Mr. Rogalle dedicated lots of years to the betterment of Van Buren

County and he will be missed.) All approved by voice vote. Motion passed.

Old Business

None

New Business

Committee B has a Schedule Meeting set for September 1, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. at the

Administrative Building.

Language for the Ballot about the Wheel Tax

William Maxwell made a motion, second by David Chandler to authorize the County Attorney to

prepare the language of the Wheel Tax Resolution for the ballot to be presented to the Election

Commissioner. All agreed by voice vote. Motion passed. (This would need to be turned in by

August 20, 2020.)

Hotel/Motel Tax 

Director of Schools Cheryl Cole was present at the Meeting asking for the replacement Revenue

from the Hotel/Motel Tax from the State for loss of revenue from the Inn at Fall Creek Falls

State Park. Ms. Cole is asking for clarification from the Commission that the School System will

receive their 42% of this years and next years. This year’s revenue hasn’t been received yet but

Mayor Wilson thinks the State will send it by September or October. After much discussion on

this matter, David Chandler made a motion, second by Michael Woodlee to refer this matter to

the  next  Committee  A  Meeting.  (Budget  Committee)  All  approved  by  voice  vote.  Motion

passed.

Adjournment

Bill Mosley made a motion, second by Mickey Robinson to adjourn. All agreed by voice vote. 

Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

 ____________________________________ ___________________________________

Chairman Joey Grissom County Clerk Lisa Rigsby


